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  Candlelight on Church 
After a 3 year hiatus, the 

BHDA House Tour 

returned and was a great 

success. 

On December12
th

 and 

13
th

 over 900 visitors toured nine of the 

Historic District’s prized homes and 

buildings and they certainly were not 

disappointed.  Each site was professionally 

decorated with holiday greenery and 

arrangements creating a festive and elegant 

ambiance both inside and out. 

 

The Candlelight Preview on December 12
th

 

featured a private tour of two homes owned 

by Annette and Mike Schweder and Ellen 

Foscue Johnson. Visitors followed a path 

marked by luminaria along Church Street to 

the home of Anne and Bruce Lawrence for 

a sumptuous reception sponsored and 

catered by the Historic Hotel Bethlehem. 

 

The Saturday tour included a visit to the  

Historic Bethlehem Partnership Sister’s 

House which contained a collection of over 

50 putzes from the collection of George 

Dvorsky from New York City. BHDA 

shared some of the proceeds of the event 

with the Sister’s House.  It also included a 

visit to the Historic Hotel Bethlehem for  

viewing several rooms with an elevator ride 

narrated by Bruce Haines.  

 

A special thank you goes out to the Sister’s 

House, the Hotel and to the House Tour 

homeowners. Without your hospitality and 

generosity, none of this could have 

happened. 

 

      Angelika and Robert Cornelius 

      Claudia and Robert D’Agosta 

      Sam Guttman 

      Ellen Foscue Johnson 

      Sharyn and Joe Johnson 

      Annette and Michael Schweder 

      Sue and David Wenner  
 

Many thanks also go to all who willingly 

gave of your time, talents and expertise by 

volunteering for the tour.  Over 90 

volunteers worked on the event. Special 

thanks go to the committee chairs who 

worked so hard before and during the tour. 

 

Mary Lou Mayberry & Gloria Tarby -  

             Volunteers committee 

Jo Ann Haines - Preview Event 

Joan Guranich - Ticketing 

Bob Romeril - Information Center 

Peter Wolle - Finance 

Barbara Diamond - Publicity 

Natalie Bock - House Description 

Ralph Lindgren - Florists & Photography 

Barbara Pearson & Connie Postupack -                   

who helped with ads  

Mary Anne Lynch - Tour Book layout 

 

Committee chairs, Deni Thurman-Eyer 

and Sonja Walker announced just how 

successful the 2008 House Tour event was:  
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• The event grossed $29,285                

• Expenses totaled $6,641 

• Net proceeds totaled $22,644              

• Over 90 volunteers devoted their time to 

the event. 

• Three Historic District entities, 

Moravian Academy, the Sister’s House 

and the Historic Hotel Bethlehem were 

involved in ways that increased their 

visibility within the community. 

 

• The event enjoyed financial and in-kind 

service support from The Morning 

Call, the Historic Hotel Bethlehem, 

Bethlehem Parking Authority, the 

Moravian Book Store, ArtsQuest, the 

Banana Factory, mpower design and 

Elysian Fields. 
  

House Tour proceeds will continue to fund 

BHDA’s ongoing projects of street sign 

replacement and maintenance, tree planting and 

general preservation of the Historic District.  If 

you would like to participate in the next house 

tour - December 2010 - please contact Sonja 

Walker or Deni Thurman-Eyer. 

 

                    Submitted by Sonja Walker 

 

 

 

   BHDA To Go ONLINE 

_______________________ 

 
You asked and we will deliver! BHDA is on its 

way to becoming part of the high-tech age of 

information. From the convenience of your home 

computer, you’ll be able to read our newsletter, 

learn about events, pay your dues, get 

information about HARB and City Service, 

contact us and much, much more. Send us your 

e-mail beall.fowler@lehigh.edu. to get started. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 EAST MARKET 

STREET 

TOWNHOUSE 
Lou Shray planted 

another street tree to 

provide shade  and 

create a safe haven for 

native birds. BHDA has a street tree grant of up 

to $200.00 per tree, offered to any property 

owner of the district who belongs to BHDA.  

 

Our experts will help you make the right       

selection for your conditions. 

 

For information or to request a tree, please 

contact Robert Romeril at (610)691-8042          

or rromeril@verizon.net  

 

 

BLOCK WATCH 
                       
Crime in the neighborhood over the past six 

months, including an armed robbery and several 

car break-ins, has led to an interest in the 

concept of a block watch. There are currently 

more than twenty official block watch groups in 

Bethlehem.  One of these involves the 

neighborhood just to our north, and as noted in 

the minutes of our annual meeting the leader of 

that group, Bill Fitzpatrick, spoke to us 

regarding their activities. Bill has also invited 

any of us to attend their monthly meetings, and 

several of us have done so. This has proven to be 

useful and enlightening and we encourage 

anyone else to take advantage of Bill’s 

invitation. As noted in the minutes, their 

meetings are held the last Tuesday of each 

month in the office of Steve Samuelson on Broad 

Street just east of Center Street (with occasional 

substitution of the hall of Trinity UCC at the 

corner of North and Center Streets - check with 

Bill for details at billfitz@verizon.net). 

 

                      Submitted by Beall Fowler 

 

mailto:beall.fowler@lehigh.edu


                                     

  BHDA  

      Annual 

            Meeting 

                    Minutes 

On February 22, 2009, following a delicious 

potluck supper, organized by Frank and Mary Lou 

Mayberry and their committee, the meeting was 

called to order and Beall Fowler introduced the 

current board members and committee chairs. 

 

Peter Wolle gave the financial report which was 

accepted as presented. 

 

Terry Theman gave the nominating committee 

report. These points were made: 

 1. The Nominating Committee is asking the 

membership to consider “term limits”, perhaps 

asking Board Members to be off the Board for a 

minimum of one year after serving either a 3- year 

term or perhaps after serving 2 consecutive 3-year 

terms (this item to be voted on at the 2010 

meeting). 

 2. The election of new Board officers was held, 

including the election of Tom Miller to a 3-year 

term, Connie Postupack to a one-year term and the 

re-election of Dan Nigito and Gloria Tarby to new 

3-year terms. Karen White has graciously agreed to 

be considered for election in 2010. 

 3. Each BHDA member was asked to anticipate 

being invited to serve on their Board sometime 

during their residence in the Historic District. Our 

goal of being an inclusive organization with a 

constantly refreshed Board was presented to the 

membership. 

 

Sonja Walker gave a report on the Historic District 

House Tour, thanking all of the homeowners and 

volunteers. 

 

Bob Romeril gave a report on the renovations of the 

Trinity Episcopal Church Memorial Garden, which 

is being done to help with a water problem in the 

basement. It should be finished by the middle of 

June 2009. 

  

 

 

 

               
Guest speaker Bill Fitzpatrick spoke about the    

Neighborhood Block Watch that they set up 

about 10 years ago in the area bounded by  

Broad, Ettwein, Linden & New Streets. They 

hold meetings on the last Tuesday of each month 

at the office of Steve Samuelson on Broad and 

Center Streets. The meetings address 

neighborhood problems like gangs, drugs, 

vandalism and noise. Talks are given by the 

police, EMT’s, firemen and city council 

members. The Bethlehem police allow residents 

to report problems anonymously by registering 

in the CHECKMATE program. BHDA 

members were invited to the next meeting on 

February 24
th
. 

 

Beall mentioned the various projects of BHDA 

including the Streetscape Plan, House Tour, 

Sidewalk Sale, Street Trees, Historic Street 

Signs, developing our Web-Page, e-mailing the 

newsletter and alerts and Historic House 

Plaques. 

 

Beall asked the membership for issues or 

problems that interest them. The following 

issues or questions were mentioned: 

     1. Will the historic style street lights be 

expanded over more of the district? 

     2. Is BHDA eligible for the Elm Street 

Project (No). 

     3. What can be done about uneven and/or 

slippery sidewalks? 

     4. What can be done to eliminate the multiple 

trash haulers on many days and the use of large 

trucks? It was suggested that BHDA contact the 

haulers and negotiate a contract with one or two 

that would be attractive to the neighborhood. 

 

The meeting was adjourned and all enjoyed 

desserts by the Granola Factory. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sonja Walker 

     

 

   



 

Become a BHDA Member Today 
 

  Promote our historic ambience and high quality of 

life by supporting the preservation and restoration of 

our original architectural features and landscapes. 

 

Or simply take advantage of the programs, services 

and information provided by the association: 

      Holiday House Tour-to showcase our area  

      Street tree program, Musikfest parking permits, 

      Crimewatch updates, yard sales and many socials. 

 

    To Join COMPLETE the form in this    

Newsletter (see Insert).                   
 

    MUSIKFEST PARKING PERMITS  
    High Street Lot to benefit Residents during  

ten-day festival July 31th to August 9
th

 

              Reserve by July 20th 
· The Emergency Lot is located in a one-block 

area on High Street bound by Market &Wall 

Sts.. 

· Residents must apply to BHDA for a permit. 

· Permits are available only to Historic District 

residents without off-street parking, and will 

be issued to residents’ personal vehicles only. 

· Non-residents friends and guests are excluded 

from this program. 

· BHDA members who have paid their 2009 

membership dues are eligible for maximum of 

two (2) permits at $5.00 per permit. 

· District non-members are eligible for a 

maximum of two (2) permits at $10.00 per 

permit. 

· Permits may not be transferred from one 

vehicle to another. 

· Vehicles will be admitted to High Street Lot 

by permit only, which must be displayed on 

the vehicle’s dashboard. 

· Permits will be issued unique ID numbers. 

The parking lot attendants will verify your 

permit ID and vehicle license plate. 

· Parking is available on a first-come, first-

served basis. Space is not guaranteed. 

· Vehicle security is at your own risk.  

   To apply COMPLETE the form in this       

Newsletter (see Insert).                  

                           

 
 

Your junk is someone’s treasure! 

      

Annual Fall Sidewalk Sale                     
You can sell from 

your front porch 

and BHDA will do 

the rest. We will 

place an ad in the 

Morning Call, 

provide signs, tips 

for a successful 

sale, maps and 

addresses of other 

participants. 

 

     Save this date: 

September 12
th

 
(rain-date 

September 19
th)

.  

   To reserve 

COMPLETE the form in this Newsletter 

(see Insert).         
 

 

 

 

Bethlehem is filled with interesting and 

unique opportunities to expand the qualities 

of our life. Just click on the City’s Web-site 

for a list of current events, such as: South 

Side Film Festival, Saturday Segway Tours 

or Music palisading the neighborhood.  

       info@bethlehempa.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BHDA Board of Directors 
 

Beall Fowler, President (2008-10) 

(610)868-2258                   wbf0@lehigh.edu        

             

Dan Nigito, Vice-President (2009-11) 

(610)997-8780            dan@msfaonline.com  

             

Peter Wolle, Treasurer (2007-09) 

(610)758-9777        peter.wolle@verizon.net 

 

Connie Postupack, Secretary (2009) 

(610)691-7380             capostie@yahoo.com 

 

Richard Matthews, Membership(2008-10)  

(610)997-5711                   frbmmi@aol.com 

                   

Tom Miller (2009-11) 

(610)317-6353                  tombun@enter.net   

               

Gloria Tarby, Welcome (2009-11) 

(610)866-6043                    gtz0@lehigh.edu   

                  

Terry Theman, Sidewalk Sale (2008-10) 

(610)868-9031           ttheman@hotmail.com 

 

Sonja Walker, House Tour (2008-09) 

(610)868-7432   sonja.r.walker@verizon.net 
 

Committee Chairs 
 

Mark Jobes, Musikfest Parking 

(610)694-9187        mjobes@lafambank.com 

 

Carol Bouis, Newsletter 

(610)868-6447             carolann55@rcn.com 

 

Randa Bonsall, Newsletter Delivery 

(610)868-8044               fbonsall@bsaia.com  

              

Frank & Mary Lou Mayberry, Social 

(610)861-9969       fmayberry2006@rcn.com 

 

Robert Romeril, Street Tree Program 

(610)691-8042                    rromeril@verizon.net 

 

City Services Directory 
 

Mayor’s Office                     (610)865-7100 

City Council & Clerk           (610)865-7130 

Building Inspections             (610)865-7091 

City Ordinances                    (610)865-7130 

Fire Department 
        Non-Emergency            (610)865-7187 

        EMERGENCY                              911 

Police Department 

        Non-Emergency            (610)865-7187 

       EMERGENCY                               911 

Parks & Public Property       (610)865-7079 

PPL Customer Service       (800)342-5775 

Public Library                       (610)865-7110 

Public Works                        (610)865-7050 

Recycling Center                  (610)865-7082 

UGI Customers Service        

          Non-Emergency          (800)276-2772 

          EMERGENCY          (800)609-4844 

Voter Registration 

       Northampton County     (610)559-3055 

       Lehigh County               (610)782-3194 

Water & Sewer                     (610)865-7070 

          Nights & weekends    (610)865-7077 

Zoning, City Codes               (610)865-7094 

 

 

 Town Meetings 
 

(HARB)                           Monthly, 1
s 
Wed.4pm 

  Historical & Architectural Review Board 

 

City Council                        1
st
 & 3

rd   
Tues. 7pm 

 

Zoning Hearing Board   Monthly, 4
th
 Wed. 7pm 

All meetings are held in Town Hall 

____________________________________ 

 

 This newsletter is published by the 

  Bethlehem Historic District Association     

Po Box 1952 

  Bethlehem, Pennsylvania 18016 

    Incorporated as 501 (c)(3) 

All rights reserved

                                                                            

mailto:dan@msfaonline.com
mailto:frbmmi@aol.com
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Musikfest 2009 Parking Permit Application 

Friday, July 31-Sunday, August 9, 2009 
Check one: Amount Due 

□ Member □ 1 permit - $5.00 □ 2 permits - $10.00 

□ Non-Member □ 1 permit - $10.00 □ 2 permits - $20.00 

 
 

Amount Enclosed $__________ 

Name(s)_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone___________________________________________ Email_________________________________________________ 

License Plate #1___________________________________ License Plate#2_________________________________________ 

Deadline:   Return no later than Monday, July 20, 2009.  Please include: 
 This completed form; 
 Your check payable to BHDA Musikfest Parking for the amount due; 
 A self-addressed, stamped return envelope; 
 Mail check, form, and return envelope to: 

 Musikfest Parking, BHDA, PO Box 1952, Bethlehem, PA 18016 
------------------------------------------------------------------  Cut Here ---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

BHDA Fall Sidewalk Sale Application 
Saturday, September 12, 2009—8:00am - 3:00pm (Rain date:  Saturday, September 19) 

Check one: Amount Due 

□ Member $5.00 

□ Non-Member $10.00 

 

Amount Enclosed $___________ 

Name(s)__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone________________________________________ Email_________________________________________________ 

Deadline:  Return no later than Monday, August 31, 2009.  Please include: 
 This completed form; 
 Your check payable to BHDA Sidewalk Sale for the amount due; 
 Mail form and check to: 

 Fall Sidewalk Sale, BHDA, PO Box 1952, Bethlehem, PA 18016 
--------------------------------------------------------------------  Cut Here ----------------------------------------------------------------------- 

BHDA 2009 Membership Application 
Membership is $20 per household for a one-year period beginning February 22, 2009 

Member Benefits:  Invitations to members-only socials Reduced rates for BHDA sponsored events and programs 
 Continued delivery of the BHDA Newsletter  Voting privileges at BHDA’s Annual Meeting 
 The added satisfaction of knowing you support BHDA’s mission and the Bethlehem Historic District. 

Check one: □ I am a New Member □ I am a Renewing Member 

Name(s)__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone________________________________________ Email_________________________________________________ 
I am interested in volunteer opportunities: 

___ Serve on Holiday House Tour Committee 
___ Open my house to the Holiday House Tour 
___ Serve on Garden Tour Committee 
___ Serve on Social Committee 

___ Help with Newsletter Delivery 
___ Contribute Newsletter Articles 
___ Prepare Membership Mailings 
___ Help with Telephone Work 

Mail form and your $20 check to: 
BHDA Membership, PO Box 1952, Bethlehem, PA  18016 

The Bethlehem Historic District Association is a Section 501(c)(3) charitable organization.  Donations to BHDA are tax-
deductible to the extent allowed by law.  Thank you for your generous support! 


