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The Tradition of White                    
                   Lights and A 
                           Candle in 
                   Every Window    
Nothing quite matches the wonder 
of the holiday season in Bethlehem. 
The festivities include the Ethnic 
Christmas Tree Display from 
around the world at the Comfort 
Inn and the Live Advent Calendar  
at the Groundie House. The Best 
Christmas Pageant Ever and 
the Live Bethlehem Christmas 
Pageant are annual events many 
look forward to every year, also 
an Old Fashioned Christmas 
Performance at the Central 
Moravian Church. Chriskindlemart  
has become a major attraction for 
many during the Holiday Season 
and music venues like Nutcracker 
at Zollner and the Bach Choir 
Christmas Concert and Christmas 
City Follies are sure to add to the 
festive mood. 
 
While these are but a few venues that  
draw people to Bethlehem during the 
Holiday Season, another tradition that 
adds a special ambiance to the area 
is the lighting of the Christmas Tree 
at City Center, 4:30 PM, November 27, 
followed by the lighting of the trees 
throughout the city. While lighting is a  
major part of our “Christmas Season”,                                 Submitted by Frank Mayberry 

 

Bethlehem has discouraged glitz 
and glitter in favor of the dignity 
that is more in keeping with the 
city’s heritage. This is particularly 
reflected in the Historic District 
where one of the most beautiful 
sights of the season is the simple 
white electrified candles placed at 
each window during the advent 
season.  
 
The tradition of candles in the 
window goes back to a cold 
Christmas Eve in 1741-the night 
Bethlehem was named-when a 
group of early Moravian settlers 
gathered together in a small log 
house. They placed symbolic white 
candles in each window to guide 
the footsteps of the infant Jesus, a 
custom the settlers brought with 
them from Saxony. 
 
The period of illumination begins 
at dusk on the first Sunday of 
Advent, November 29. We 
encourage you to observe this 
longstanding tradition. These lights 
guide and welcome family, friends 
and visitors to Historic Bethlehem 
as we celebrate this Holiday 
Season.                                              



            Peter Wolle 
              BHDA Treasurer 
 is mourned by many friends and family 
members, at his death October 2nd. While much 
of Peter’s life was spent elsewhere, his heart was 
always in Bethlehem, home of his illustrious 
forebears and Peter’s final home. A graduate of 
Lehigh University, he pursued a successful 
professional career until his final illness. Peter 
was a steadfast Moravian and served the 
Moravian and Bethlehem communities in many 
ways. We knew him best as a long-time member 
and treasurer of the BHDA board, and as a good 
friend and neighbor. His survivors include his 
wife Priscilla, along with children and 
grandchildren. Peter’s full obituary may be found 
on the websites of local newspapers and the 
Long Funeral Home. 
 
 
                                                                   
 
             Welcome Committee 
 
The BHDA Board has a Welcome 
Committee to greet new neighbors to the 
historic area. A visit, along with a folder 
containing information about Bethlehem, 
by one of our committee, can only be 
achieved if we are made aware of new 
arrivals. To help BHDA extend a 
welcoming hand to these folks, please let 
Gloria Tarby know at 610 866-6043 or 
gzt0@lehigh.edu and she will make 
arrangements to extend the welcome…... 
 
 

 
          BLOCK WATCH 
 
Several of us have been attending the 
monthly meeting of the Neighbors on 
Watch block watch group that operates 
in the area bounded by Broad and 
Ettwein and New and Linden streets. 
Their meetings are held on the last 
Tuesday of each month at Steve 
Samuelson’s office on Board Street.                           

These meetings address neighborhood 
problems like drug, vandalism and noise. 
Talks are given by the police, EMTs, 
firemen and city council members. Bill 
Fitzpatrick, who leads the group, issued 
an open invitation for anyone to attend 
or join the e-mail list billfitz@verizon.net . 
 
These meetings have been useful and 
enlightening. We learn and get attention 
from city officials. For example, Council 
President Robert Donchez has attended 
several meetings and has responded 
promptly to issues brought to him.  
 
Tips we have learned: 
 
• Residents may report problems, 

anonymously, to police by 
registering in the Chec Mate 
program; call (610) 865-7187. 

• Car thefts occur throughout the city, 
even on the Lehigh campus. Owners 
are advised to lock their cars and to 
remove attractive items, such as GPS 
and other electronic devices. 

• Residents are urged to report any 
suspicious-looking activities to the 
police. In many ways we can be their 
ears and eyes. 

• The fire department has a “free” 
smoke detectors program available to 
owner-occupied houses. 

• City ordinances require inspections 
of rental units when a change occurs. 
A limit of not more than five 
unrelated persons can occupy a unit. 
If you suspect a violation call (610) 
865-7091 or 7094 to report this. 

• Council President Donchez 
facilitated discussions with the city 
on the importance of well-lit streets 
for safety and crime deterrence. 
Residents are encouraged to turn on 
porch lights for safety. 

                       Submitted by Beall Fowler 
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   Annual BHDA Sidewalk Sale 
   
On September 12, 2009, the BHDA Fall 
Sidewalk Sale was held rain or shine. 
There were 25 persons who registered 
for the sale, and, in spite of inclement 
weather, the event appeared to be largely 
successful.  
 
Next year’s brochure will list not only 
the properties participating, but a more 
specific description of the goods for sale.  
 
               Submitted by Dr. Terry Theman 
 
 
       Celebration of Gifts 
 
On Saturday, September 19, BHDA 
participated in the “Block Party” 
sponsored by the Outreach Committee of 
Trinity Episcopal Church.  East Market 
from New to Center Streets was blocked 
off, from 10-4. Over two dozen 
community and church groups displayed 
their community involvement projects 
and there were games for children, 
ethnic music, entertainment from 
Moravian Academy school groups, 
Bethlehem Area Library Bookmobile, 
City of Bethlehem Bagpipers, 
storytelling for the children, by the 
Mayor and plenty of food.  BHDA had a 
booth displaying our ongoing projects 
and gave out seedlings to emphases our 
Street Tree Program.  
A good time was had by all. 
                      Submitted by Gloria Tarby 
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Bethlehem is a well-treed city, 
particularly the Historic District, but a 
recent study showed there are gaps here 
and there in curbside tree cover. Our 
District could potentially use up to 500 
new plantings and a more detailed look 
at the four blocks of Market Street-from 
Main to Linden. This area could use up 
to 50 new trees and replacement of 
existing trees in the years ahead. 
 
This is a reminder that BHDA members 
(annual dues are only $20) have access 
to a free tree planting service under the 
guidance of our Bethlehem Forester. 
 
In addition to ecological reasons, beauty 
and shade, trees definitely add to 
property values. So, all current and 
potential members should go to your 
curb now and check, maybe YOU can 
use another tree.  
 
For more information contact: 
Bob Romeril, Chair of the Tree 
Committee rromeril@verizon.net or Tom 
Miller tombun@enter.net.  
                          Submitted by Tom Miller 
                          
 
 
 
 
                 
            
                       

              Colonial Era Dancing Lives in Bethlehem’s Historic District 
Contra Dancing is a traditional American folk dance form, dating from the 18th 
century, similar to square dancing. The dances have live music and are held in the 
Unitarian Church at 424 Center Street, twice a month from 7:30-10:30. For more 
information contact the Valley Contra Dance Society (VCDS) at their email 
address www.valleycontradance.org  
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Holiday House Tour 
          December 2010 
 
Would you like your house on 
tour? Our next biennial tour will 
be Saturday, December 11th, 
2010, from 10am to 4pm. 
Visitors will be able to see the 
incomparable architectural and 
decorative features of some of 
historic Bethlehem’s finest 
houses and buildings-all dressed 
up for the holidays. We invite 
you to contribute to the magic of 
Bethlehem at the holidays and 
offer your home to be seen on 
the tour. Local florists will 
decorate and experienced 
docents will exhibit your home. 
 
The House Tour is our major 
fundraiser and proceeds support 
BHDA’s ongoing and future 
projects. For more information 
please contact Sonja Walker at 
sonja.r.walker@verizon.net. 

        Luminaria Night 
          December 12, 2009 
 
Luminaria Night was first 
organized in Bethlehem in 1998 by 
a small group of women from 
northeast Bethlehem. They sought 
a meaningful way to light their 
neighborhood during the Holiday 
Season and to unite neighbors in 
giving to people less fortunate. The 
money raised goes to the New 
Bethany Ministriesr to provide 
services in our community. 
$40,000 was raised in 2008 thanks 
to the Bethlehem community. For 
kits with 10 votive candles, sand & 
bags($10). 
 
  Contact Mary Lou Mayberry  
   email f.mayberry2006@rcn.com. 
     or call  (610) 861-9969 
 
 
 
 
 

 

   Bethlehem Historic District Association Website 
Our website www.bhdaonline.org is up and running thanks to Mary Anne Lynch, 
mpowerdesign.com, and Board members Dan Nigito and Connie Postupack. 
 
The website is our vehicle for immediate access to current events and BHDA special 
program reports. You can also find information on the Members Page for Socials, 
update your email address and request forms. 
 
We are currently working on other aspects of the site to include photos. Anyone with 
older photos of the District, interested in having them included on the site, contact 
Connie at her email address found on the Newsletter tab on the website. 
  
The site is still young and we have a lot to do, but it’s YOUR site and welcome any 
input and ideas. For Newsletters on line send an email request to the webmaster.  
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       Strengthen the Bond of our Neighborhood 
                Share an evening at our BHDA’S Potluck Dish annual meeting, with 
your neighbors. Bring your favorite dish, your membership renewal and any news, 
information or stories to share with your neighbors. Bring a guest…All are welcome. 
  
                  We meet at the Trinity Episcopal Church, 44 E. Market Street, on the last 
Sunday of February (the 28th, 2010) at 5:00. The guest speaker to be announced. 
Learn what’s going on in Bethlehem and reunite with the many events planned for 
the New Year.  Come…Come…….join the fun. 
 
               
 
 
 

 
 

                           
                 BECOME A MEMBER 

 
Join the fun, meet new friends, and enjoy the benefits of BHDA membership: 
• Invitations to members-only socials 
• Reduced rates for BHDA sponsored events 
• Continued delivery of the BHDA Newsletter 
• Voting privileges at our Annual Meeting 
• Added satisfaction of knowing that you support our Historic District neighborhood 
Membership is $20 per household, beginning March 1, 2009 to February 28th, 2010. 
                            Thank you for your generous support! 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------                                  
                                        BHDA MEMBERSHIP FORM 2009 
  
Enclosed is my $20 check payable to: BHDA MEMBERSHIP 
 
 New Member      Renewing Member 
 
Name(s)____________________________________________________________ 
 
Address_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone___________________________E-mail______________________________ 
 
I am interested in volunteering; please check all that apply: 
__ Holiday House Tour   __ Social Committee 
__ Newsletter Delivery   __ Contributing Newsletter Articles 
__ Telephone Work   __ Prepare membership mailings 
__ Garden Tour   __ Other (please describe) _____________________ 
 
                       BHDA MEMBERSHIP 
                       PO Box 1952 
                       Bethlehem, PA 18016 
 
 



     BHDA Board of Directors      
                    

Beall Fowler, President (2008-10) 
(610)868-2258                   wbf0@lehigh.edu 
 
Dan Nigito, Vice-President (2009-11) 
(610)997-8780             
dan@msfaonline.com 
 
Connie Postupack, Secretary (2009) 
(610)691-7380            cpostie@verizon.com 
 
Richard Matthews, Membership(2008-10)  
(610)997-5711                   frbmmi@aol.com 
 
Tom Miller (2009-11) 
(610)317-6353                 tombun@enter.net 
 
Gloria Tarby, Welcome (2009-11) 
(610)866-6043                    gtz0@lehigh.edu 
 
Terry Theman, Sidewalk Sale (2008-10) 
(610)868-9031           ttheman@hotmail.com 
 
Sonja Walker, House Tour (2008-09) 
(610)868-7432   sonja.r.walker@verizon.net 
 
Karen White, Treasurer (2009-11) 
(610)868-3715             kwwpsy@gmail.com  
 
              Committee  Chairs 
 
Mark Jobes, Musikfest Parking 
(610)694-9187        mjobes@lafambank.com 
 
Carol Bouis, Newsletter 
(610)868-6447             carolann55@rcn.com 
 
Randa Bonsall, Newsletter Delivery 
(610)868-8044               fbonsall@bsaia.com 
 
Frank & Mary Lou Mayberry, Social 
(610)861-9969       fmayberry2006@rcn.com 
 
Robert Romeril, Street Tree Program 

(610)691-8042             rromeril@verizon.net 
 City Services Directory 

 
Mayor’s Office                      (610)865-7100 
City Council & Clerk             (610)865-7130 
Building Inspections              (610)865-7091 
City Ordinances                     (610)865-7130 
Fire Department  
        Non-Emergency            (610)865-7187 
        EMERGENCY                             911 
Police Department 
         Non-Emergency           (610)865-7187 
         EMERGENCY                             911 
Parks & Public Property        (610)865-7079 
PPL Customer Service        (800)342-5775 
Public Library                        (610)865-7110 
Public Works                         (610)865-7050 
Recycling Center                   (610)865-7082 
UGI Customers Service        
          Non-Emergency           (800)276-2772 
          EMERGENCY          (800)609-4844 
Voter Registration 
          Northampton County   (610)559-3055 
          Lehigh County             (610)782-3194 
Water & Sewer                      (610)865-7070 
          Nights & weekends      (610)865-7077 
Zoning, City Codes                (610)865-7094 
                                                                      
 

 Town Meetings 
 

(HARB)                     Monthly, 1st Wed.4pm 
  Historical & Architectural Review Board 

 
City Council                   1st & 3rd Tues. 7pm 
Zoning Hearing         Monthly, 4th Wed. 7pm 
         Meeting are held in Town Hall 
 
                                                                     
  
        This newsletter is published by the   
  Bethlehem Historic District Association 
                        PO Box 1952 
         Bethlehem, Pennsylvania 18016 

    Incorporated as 501 (c)(3) 
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