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President: Emily Schenkel 

 

 
Dear Neighbors, 

 

My two years as president of the BHDA has been very rewarding and I am grateful 

to have had this experience.   Not only have I met neighbors that were not known to 

me, but I have started to “work” with many association members – other than the 

board members –that have definitely strengthened my understanding and 

appreciation of this very lovely, but complex neighborhood.   

 

The programs we have advanced this year include the historic house plaque project, 

federally compliant and historically correct street signs, and creating a committee 

dedicated to working with the city of Bethlehem to enhance the lighting of the 

neighborhood without changing the beautiful ambience of our historic district.  We 

also have continued with other projects such as the Grant Program, Sidewalk Sale, 

Musikfest Parking and the Tree Program.  The Tree Program has been stalled due 

to the leave of the city forester but with her return we are hoping to get back on 

track.  We are always looking for volunteers to help with these projects, should you 

be interested you can contact me or attend one of our monthly board meetings.  The 

meetings are held the fourth Wednesday of every month (with the exception of 

August) in the lower level of the library.  You may also always email or call me with 

any issues and I would be happy to present them to the board. 

 

Our other grand project is the 2012 Holiday House Tour, which may attract more 

than 1,000 visitors to our Historic District – thus bringing a major number of guests 

to our wonderful properties, and as many to our captivating downtown stores and 

restaurants.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the amazing 

neighbors who have donated so much time to bring this all together.  It will be a 

magnificent tour and I urge everyone to attend! 
       Emily Schenkel 

 
 

http://www.bhdaonline.org/
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The Bethlehem Historic District Association promotes the historical ambiance and 
high quality-of-life in our special neighborhood by supporting the preservation and 
restoration of original architectural features and landscapes. 

 

 

2012 Holiday House Tour 

www.bhdaonline.org 
 

 
 

Saturday, December 8
th,

 10am to 4pm 

 

Tour Update:  The 2012 Holiday House Tour is progressing as planned with 12 amazing 

properties on the tour roster.  Posters, rack cards, tour tickets and Candlelight Preview tickets are 

at the printers for distribution by October 15.  In the 46-page guidebook, only one page is still 

open for last-minute advertisers or “friends” listings.  The street banner has been delivered and is 

going up on Main and Walnut Streets on November 10
th

. The bhdaonline.org website has been 

updated and we are in social media, i.e., we have a facebook page.  On-line advertising will start 

about October 15
th

 websites ArtsQuest.org and Christmascity.org   The Moravian Book Shop, 

Visitor Center and the ArtsQuest Ticket Counter at SteelStacks will be handling walk-up sales.  

The tour will be listed on numerous community calendars. WDIY will be airing 30 second radio 

spots during drive time.  We are still working on a newspaper advertising plan. 

 

The Premier Event, hosted and catered by the Historic Hotel Bethlehem, will be held at 440 

Heckewelder Place, the new residence of The Bach Choir, on December 7
th

, starting at 6 p.m. 

The 38 West Church Street residence of Dana DeVito will represent the most historic of 

properties of this year’s tour – with luminaries illuminating the short walk to the Heckewelder 

Premier event.  Tickets will be available through all ticket outlets at $50, which also provide 

admission to the tour on December 8
th

. 
 

Docents Needed:  Mary Lou Mayberry is starting her interviews with homeowners to determine 

the number of docents needed for this extensive tour.  Please check your calendar for December 

8
th

 and let Mary Lou know that you wish to help out with this important part of the tour. 
 

The docent position offers two “shifts”, 9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and 12:30 p.m. to  4 p.m.  

Mary Lou’s landline is 610 861-9969 and her e-mail is f.mayberry2006@rcn.com   

It is very heartwarming to greet over 1,000 neighbors and guests and it is a privilege to represent 

our distinctive neighborhood at such a lovely occasion.  

 

Thanks to the Committee: It has been a truly collective effort of two dozen members. 

 

         Sincerely, Angelika Cornelius, Chair 

http://www.bhdaonline.org/
mailto:f.mayberry2006@rcn.com
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LUMINARIA NIGHT 

AN EVENT TO HELP THOSE IN NEED 

 

On Saturday evening, December 8, 2012, our Historic 

District, along with other neighborhoods in Bethlehem, will 

participate in the 15th Annual Luminaria Night. Small 

paper bags will be filled with sand and lit with candles 

along the sidewalks. Last year these illuminated paths gave 

a special holiday glow to the Historic District for one 

special night. This will also be a nice conclusion to our 

Historic Bethlehem Semi-Annual House Tour scheduled 

for that day.  
 

Luminaria Night is a fundraiser for New Bethany Ministries with proceeds going to help the less 

fortunate of our community. The event has grown over the years to include more than 3,200 

homes and businesses lighting over 76,000 luminaria lit the night of the event last year. The goal 

for this year is to light 100,000 luminaria throughout Bethlehem!  
 

Luminaria kits are available for a nominal $10 fee. Each kit contains ten bags, candles and sand. 

Twenty-one of your neighbors, volunteering as block captains, will be dropping off invitations in 

early November to order kits. Please consider supporting this worthy cause. For more 

information, contact Mary Lou or Frank Mayberry at (610) 861-9969 or by email at 

f.mayberry2006@rcn.com.  

 

****************************************************************************** 

BHDA Sidewalk Sale 2012 – Some Thoughts and Concerns 

 
By most measures, the 2012 BHDA Sidewalk Sale was a great success.  We had perfect weather 

and steady foot-traffic.   There were, however, incidences of theft that are of some concern. 

At least six homeowners reported theft of various sale items, ranging from flatware to clothing to 

jewelry.  In no case was the perpetrator confronted. The purpose of this brief article is to call 

attention to this issue, and to notify homeowners to institute measures that will reduce the risk of 

this crime for the next Sidewalk Sale. 

 

Some ideas put forth by our membership include the following: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE TRADITION OF WHITE LIGHTS 

Tradition of white lights and a candle in every 

Use a locking case to display valuable items. 

1. Be wary of the “Early Bird” shoppers who take advantage of the 

confusion while we are still setting up our displays.  It may be wise to 

put out the most valuable items at the very end of the setup phase to 

reduce the risk of theft. 

2. Establish good “sight lines” for the tables so that you can easily view 

the materials as they are being examined by the shoppers. 

3. Use a family member as a “scout” to keep watch on the visitors to your 

site. 

  Submitted by Terry Theman, VP BHDA Board 

Member 

 

mailto:f.mayberry2006@rcn.com
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=luminaria&hl=en&sa=X&biw=1366&bih=622&tbm=isch&prmd=imvns&tbnid=A7YIZv-0_9YKsM:&imgrefurl=http://www.stjudeshop.com/product/luminaria-bag/&docid=ftAgfyXPLv5UnM&imgurl=http://www.stjudeshop.com/resources/StJudeShop/images/products/processed/9786798.zoom.a.jpg&w=400&h=400&ei=OdZyUKKgOZK30AHltoFY&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=301&vpy=283&dur=119&hovh=225&hovw=225&tx=142&ty=149&sig=102234877364576597502&page=2&tbnh=133&tbnw=133&start=13&ndsp=28&ved=1t:429,r:1,s:13,i:181
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Traditional White Lights and a Candle in the Window. 
  

Nothing quite matches the wonder of the Holiday Season in Bethlehem. In addition to 

the many festivities that draw people to Bethlehem during the Holiday Season 

another tradition that adds a special ambiance to the area is the lighting of the 

Christmas Tree at City Center, 4:30 PM, November 23, followed by the lighting of 

the trees throughout the city. White lighting is a major part of our "Christmas 

Season", Bethlehem has discouraged glitz and glitter in favor of the dignity that is 

more in keeping with the city's heritage. This is particularly reflected in the Historic 

District where one of the most beautiful sights of the season is the simple white 

electrified candles placed at each window during the advent season.  
 

The tradition of candles in the window goes back to a cold Christmas Eve in 1741 - the night 

Bethlehem was named - when a group of early Moravian settlers gathered together in a small log 

house. They placed symbolic white candles in each window to guide the footsteps of the infant 

Jesus, a custom the settlers brought with them from Saxony. 

 

The period of illumination begins at dusk on the first Sunday of Advent, December 2. We 

encourage you to observe this longstanding tradition to guide and welcome family, friends and 

visitors to Historic Bethlehem as we celebrate this Holiday Season. 

****************************************************************** 

HOMEOWNER GRANTS OFFERED BY BHDA    

  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

APPLICATION FOR BHDA HOMEOWNER GRANTS 

FOR IMPROVEMENT OF  

FRONT OR CURBSIDE LIGHTING, SIDEWALK REPAIR, OR FRONT TREE TRIMMING 

Grants for up to $500.00 per homeowner project per year will be considered.  Approval from HARB may be 

necessary for lighting, and a permit from the city is required to trim curbside trees. Documentation may be requested 

to complete this application.  
 

NAME:                                                        ADDRESS: 

                                                      

PHONE:                                                       EMAIL ADDRESS: 

 

Brief description of the project: 

 

Receipt of project completion or signed contract by service provider is required and should be submitted with this application.  

Please submit applications to: BHDA, P.O. Box 1952, Bethlehem, 18016    Questions should be forwarded to Karen White, 

BHDA Treasurer, kwwpsy@gmail.com or 610 868-3715 

 

In Spring, 2011, directors voted into place a new “Homeowner Grant”  

program for our members. this program is offered to assist homeowners 

with specific improvements to their property.  Grants for 20% (up to 

$500.00 each) will be given to offset the cost of installation of front or 

curbside lighting, restore sidewalks, and trim/remove curbside trees.   

One grant per household per year will be considered.  Approval for 

lighting will be required through Historic & Architectural Review Board 

(HARB). Interested homeowners should contact Karen White, BHDA 

treasurer, for more information about this program and how to apply. 

kwwpsy@gmail.com  610-868-3715             

mailto:kwwpsy@gmail.com
mailto:kwwpsy@gmail.com
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BHDA ACTIVITIES 

Opportunity to become acquainted with your neighbors within our Historic District 

Opportunity to help maintain the historic ambiance of our Historic District 

Programs sponsored by BHDA: 

Street tree planting program  

Parking permit program for members during Musikfest 

Grant program for home lighting, sidewalk improvement and tree trimming 

Street signs for the Historic District 

Sidewalk sale in the Fall 

Historic Home Plaque Program with assistance in researching history of home. 

White candles in windows during Christmas Season reflecting the Moravian tradition 

Luminaria Night  

Historic Home Tour every two years  

Periodic Newsletter to all residents within the Historic District 

Annual Meeting with Potluck supper in March  

Three Socials for members - Two garden parties and one Holiday party  

 

BHDA New MEMBERSHIP FORM                                                       
Please make your $20 check payable to: BHDA MEMBERSHIP and mail to BHDA, PO Box 

1952, Bethlehem, PA 18016. Annual dues cover a one-year period - through February 28,  

2013Name(s)_______________________________________________________________ 

Address_______________________________________________________________ 

Phone_____________________________Email_______________________________________ 

2013 BHDA Membership Renewal   Please make your $20 check payable to: 

BHDA MEMBERSHIP. Annual dues cover a one-year period beginning March 1, 2013 

through February 28, 2014  

Name(s)_______________________________________________________________________  

Address_______________________________________________________________________  

 

Phone_____________________________Email_______________________________________  

Bring completed form and your $20 check to the March 3rd Annual Meeting or mail to BHDA, 

PO Box 1952, Bethlehem, PA 18016 
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 BHDA Annual Meeting & Potluck Supper 

Sunday, March 3
rd

, 2013, 5:00pm 

Trinity Episcopal Church, 44 E. Market St.  

Main Floor Social Hall 
 Bring your favorite entrée, casserole, salad and or 

bottle of wine to share. Dinnerware, dessert and 

refreshments will be provided. Casual attire.  

Bring a neighbor. Children are welcome. 

RSVP by February 20th to Mary Lou & Frank Mayberry, (610) 861-9969 or 

f.mayberry2006@rcn.com 

 
Come for a celebratory toast at 5:00pm, a buffet-style dinner beginning promptly at 5:30pm, and 

our annual business meeting. We’ll apprise you of our achievements in 2012 and plans for 2013, 

and we’ll discuss possible amendments to BHDA’s bylaws. More information about the program 

will appear on our website, www.bhdaonline.org. - This is also the time of year to renew your 

membership. Remember that with your paid membership, you’ll receive continued delivery of 

the BHDA Newsletter; invitations to members-only socials; and discounts on BHDA special 

programs and events, including a substantial contribution towards the cost of planting street 

trees. Plus we trust you’ll have the added satisfaction of knowing you support BHDA’s 

preservation and quality of life initiatives in our special neighborhood. Please complete the form 

below and bring with your $20 check to the March 3rd Annual Meeting. If you can’t attend, 

please send us your renewal by mail. Be sure to include your e-mail address, as we often use  

e-mail for urgent communications. 

********************************************************** 

BHDA Board of Directors 
Emily Schenkel, President  

610-997-3686             rootemi@hotmail.com 

Ralph Lindgren, Membership  

(610)868-6646                     jrl3@lehigh.edu 

 

Jennifer Hawk 

   jrowehawk@me.com 

Terry Theman, Vice-President   

(610)868-9031           ttheman@hotmail.com 

 

Sonja Walker  

(610)868-7432   sonja.r.walker@verizon.net 

 

Karen White, Treasurer  

610-868-3715       kwwpsy@gmail.com 

 

Christine Stevens,  Secretary  

         ttscms@rcn.com 

 

Patrick Wilson  

        wilson641@hotmail.com 

Committee Chairs 
Carol Bouis, House Tour 

(610)432-0430            carolann55@rcn.com 

 

Angelika Cornelius, Holiday House Tour 

Mark Jobes, Musikfest Parking 

(610)694-9187       mjobes@lafambank.com 

Mary Anne Lynch, Website 

(570) 688-6006     mal@mpowerdesign.com 

 

Frank & Mary Lou Mayberry, Social 

(610)861-9969      fmayberry2006@rcn.com 
 

mailto:rootemi@hotmail.com
mailto:jrl3@lehigh.edu
mailto:ttheman@hotmail.com
mailto:sonja.r.walker@verizon.net
mailto:kwwpsy@gmail.com
mailto:ttscms@rcn.com
mailto:wilson641@hotmail.com
mailto:carolann55@rcn.com
mailto:mjobes@lafambank.com
mailto:mal@mpowerdesign.com
mailto:fmayberry2006@rcn.com
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YOUR HOME IN THE HISTORIC DISTRICT by Nancy Shelly 

 In 1961 Bethlehem enacted legislation which defined the boundaries of Pennsylvania’s 

first historic district, thereby bringing its buildings under the protection of local ordinances. 

Recognition as an Historic District is conferred by the PENNSYLVANIA HISTORICAL & 

MUSEUM COMMISSION. The designation isn’t arbitrary; it is received only when there are 

structures worth protecting and preserving.  

 

 The Historic District is overseen by an Historic and Architectural Review Board (HARB) 

ideally consisting of 9 members. City ordinances require that we have at least one architect, a 

real estate broker, the city’s Building Inspector, and three residents of the Historic District. 

Remaining seats are at-large, but it has been the custom, whenever possible, to include a business 

person who can represent the concerns of our historic commercial properties. The HARB has an 

Historic Officer who, before each meeting, presents information about properties on the agenda 

and the proposed changes to them.  

 

WHAT CHANGES DO NOT REQUIRE HARB CONSIDERATION? 

  “In-kind” changes may be defined as those which replace existing materials with 

materials exactly like them. For example, the replacement of missing slate shingles with new 

slate shingles is an in-kind repair and does not require HARB approval. A touch-up of the 

painted trim on your home with the color which is already there is also acceptable. It’s important 

to understand that the materials to be used will be crucial in determining whether the work will 

be acceptable. The replacement of white wooden porch rails and handrails with white vinyl 

which may look similar from a distance is NOT an “in-kind” replacement. 

WHAT CHANGES REQUIRE HARB CONSIDERATION?   

  Most changes to the exterior of a property in the Historic District require HARB 

approval. Such changes include, but may not be limited to, roofing and siding materials, bricks, 

mortar, downspouts and gutters, porches, steps, railings, doors, windows, and shutters.                                                                                                                                                           

When a garage is present on the property , it must be considered in its appropriate historic 

context. Any change to the existing roof, doors, windows, paint colors, or siding materials 

require HARB approval.  

 Safety and security are serious concerns for all property owners. In the District, however, 

we have the added responsibility of selecting exterior fixtures which illuminate our sidewalks 

and doors while still meeting the requirement that they be appropriate to the style and size of the 

building. This may be accomplished with sconces and post lamps designed to operate with 

motion sensors. It is possible to add further illumination around a building with sensors which 

discourage approach to windows. You may wish to look at what is offered at www.rabweb.com 

for some ideas. Don’t hesitate to ask for help from HARB in locating appropriate exterior 

fixtures for your consideration.  

 Changes to a house which pierce the historic “fabric” of the building - such as a skylight - 

may be made only with HARB approval and only at a location which is not easily visible from 

an adjoining street or alley.  Satellite dishes are inappropriate to the character of the Historic 

http://www.rabweb.com/
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District and should be installed only with HARB guidance for placement where they are 

concealed by some permanent feature of the building. 

  Sidewalk paving materials - especially those of slate or brick - may not be removed 

without HARB approval.  The construction of patios and of other landscape features should be in 

scale with the size of a property and in keeping with its style. Visibility from the street is an 

important factor in gaining approval for such projects. Stamped concrete is not an acceptable 

material. Vinyl has not been an approved material for fences or arbors. 

“GREEN” TECHNOLOGY  

  We live in a world of limited resources. One of the challenges which HARB faces is 

finding ways to accommodate technologies which conserve energy without damage to the 

appearance of our important historic neighborhood. The use of solar panels, halogen lighting, 

and rain barrels may be entirely appropriate depending on location. 

WHY SO MANY RULES? ?????     

IT’S MY HOUSE, ISN’T IT?     

  Of course! But it is also History’s house. The structure you bought came to you with the 

design of its architect/builder and the renovations made to accommodate fashion or structural 

infirmity. HARB’s task is to assure that the changes which you make are respectful of the past 

while allowing for the use of appropriate technology.  If we cannot approve what you want, we 

will work with you to find an acceptable alternative. 

HOW DO I GET ON THE AGENDA?  

 HARB meets at 4 pm. on the first Wednesday of every month at the Rotunda on Church 

St. An application may be obtained in the Zoning Office at City Hall, also on Church St. The 

application is very straightforward. Return it with accompanying pictures, measurements, paint 

samples, manufacturer’s catalogs, etc. - along with 10 copies - to the Zoning office no later than 

noon on the last Wed. of the month. You or your representative must be present at the HARB 

meeting to answer questions or the case will not be heard.                                                                                                                                        

 HARB will occasionally consider “walk-in” requests associated with emergency 

situations, but preference is given to fully prepared requests already on the agenda.                                                                                                                         

 Meetings are always open to the public. 
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CHRISTMAS EVENTS IN BETHEHEM PA 

The Ice House presents Irving Berlin's White Christmas - 11/11 - 14 

The Doors of Bethlehem (11/12/12)  

The Windows of Bethlehem (11/12/12)  

Moravian Book Shop HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE (11/12/11 - 10am-8pm) 

Christkindlmarkt (11/15 to 12/23/12 - new location) 

Christmas with the von Trapp Children (Nov 15 - 17, 2012) 

Christmas at SteelStacks  

Bethlehem by Night Bus Tours  

Holiday Carriage Rides  

Holiday Walking Tours  

Lehigh & Keystone Valley Model Railroad Christmas Open House  

Christmas City Village - 11/23 - 12/23, 2012  

Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony   

Christmas Putz Central Moravian Chuch - Begins 11/23/12  

Christmas 1944 (11/29 - 12/9, 2012) 

"The Happy Elf" by the PA Youth Theatre - Starts 11/30/12  

PA Playhouse "Fruitcakes" - Starts 11/30/12  

Advent Organ Concert at Central Moravian Church - 12/1/12 at 2pm  

Edgeboro Moravian Christmas Putz  

Christmas City Follies  

Jingle Bell Run/Walk for Arthritis - (12/01/12) 

Holiday Auction & Dinner at Steel Stacks - Dec. 1st, 2012 

Burnside Crafters Annual Holiday Greens Sale    

Advent Lovefeast at Central Moravian Church - 12/8/12 at 11 am  

BHDA Holiday House Tour (12/8/12) 

Christmas City Classic 5 Mile Race - (12/8/12) 

Annual Christmas Peace Pilgrimage - 12/8/12  

Annual Luminaria Night - 12/8/2012 

Lehigh Univ. Choral Arts Christmas Vespers (Sun Dec 9, 2012 - 4 & 8)  

Bach Choir Christmas Concerts - Dec 9, 2012  

A Chapin Family Christmas (12/15/12)  

The Nutcracker - Dec 15-16/2012 

A Christmas Carol - Dec 16, 2012 

Peep's Fest - Dec. 28-31 12pm - 5pm /Peeps 5K Dec 31 

Moravian New Year's Eve  (Trombone Choir) - (12/31 @ 11:30pm)  

Peeps Chick Drop and Fireworks - Jan 1 Midnight  

 

http://www.zvents.com/z/bethlehem-pa/irving-berlins-white-christmas--events--223609105
http://www.downtownbethlehemassociation.com/events#/2012/11
http://www.downtownbethlehemassociation.com/events#/2012/11
http://www.moravianbookshop.com/cpmore_info.aspx?ID=1729
http://www.artsquest.org/christkindlmarkt/
http://www.artsquest.org/pages/details.php?54480
http://www.artsquest.org/pages/details.php?52503
http://historicbethlehem.org/index.cfm?organization_id=127&section_id=1937&page_id=8055
http://historicbethlehem.org/index.cfm?organization_id=127&section_id=1937&page_id=8778
http://historicbethlehem.org/index.cfm?organization_id=127&section_id=1937&page_id=8053
http://www.lkvmrr.com/
http://www.christmascityvillage.com/
http://www.centralmoravianchurch.org/whoweare/the-christmas-community-putz-and-the-star-candle-shoppe/
http://www.artsquest.org/pages/details.php?54483
http://calendar.activedatax.com/123pyt/EventList.aspx?fromdate=7%2f16%2f2012&todate=10%2f13%2f2012&view=DateTime
http://www.paplayhouse.org/2012season.html
http://www.centralmoravianchurch.org/whoweare/visiting-central-during-the-christmas-season/
http://www.edgeboromoravian.org/putz.html
http://www.touchstone.org/season.htm
http://www.kintera.org/faf/home/default.asp?ievent=1023383
http://www.historicbethlehem.org/index.cfm?organization_id=127&section_id=1914&page_id=9909
http://www.historicbethlehem.org/index.cfm?organization_id=127&section_id=1920&page_id=9334
http://www.centralmoravianchurch.org/whoweare/visiting-central-during-the-christmas-season/
http://www.bhdaonline.org/bhda/holiday.html
http://lehighvalleyfca.org/christmas-city-classic-5-miler-and-candy-cane-5k
http://peacewalk.org/
http://www.newbethanyministries.org/Events/LuminariaNight1282012.aspx
http://www.zoellnerartscenter.org/2011/06/16/1112-lu-choral-arts-christmas-vespers/
http://www.bach.org/calendar.html
http://www.artsquest.org/pages/details.php?54494
http://www.bglv.org/performances/
http://www.moravianbookshop.com/cpmore_event.aspx?ID=1922
http://www.artsquest.org/peepsfest/
http://www.centralmoravianchurch.org/whoweare/visiting-central-during-the-christmas-season/
http://www.artsquest.org/peepsfest/

