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The 2014 Holiday House Tour of properties in the Historic District of North 
Bethlehem is comprised of 9 cozy and grand residences, the imposing Central 
Moravian Church, and the impressive Hotel Bethlehem.  Architectures and 
features were thoughtfully considered for this tour to showcase the diverse 
structures of this district: you will find an original grand Italianate parlor and 
a splendidly modernized Victorian townhouse; homes that were reclaimed to 
suit single families and houses where footprints 
were expanded to meet the needs of today’s style of 
family living; charming cozy cottages and the 
formality of Federal style brick structures; the 
stunningly constructed Sanctuary and the most 
splendidly restored Hotel Bethlehem.

 
Each property will be prepared in its most festive holiday décor. Particular attention will be paid to the historical 

heritage of each of the properties, which the holiday décor will most spectacularly showcase.
 
Please note that the Sanctuary is available to visitors from 10am to 12 noon on the day of the tour.
Ticket vouchers are available now.  On the day of the tour, the voucher will be exchanged for guidebook that 

describes the distinctness of each of the properties.

Holiday House Tour

TICKETS FOR THE 
HOLIDAY HOUSE TOUR
Ticket Vouchers Available for $20 at: 
ArtsQuest Box Office at SteelStacks

Visitor Center, 505 Main Street
Moravian Book Shop, 423 Main Street

 
On-Line for $22 at:
www.Christmascity.org
www.ArtsQuest.org

 
On Day-of-Tour for $25 at:

BHDA Reception and Ticket Center
7 East Market Street (Moravian Academy)

 
For information:  www.bhdaonline.org

2014 Holiday House Tour  will be held on Saturday, December 6th, 
from 10:00 am until 4:00 pm.

For a map of the 
2014 Holiday 
House Tour

See page 3.
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SAVE THE DATE 
Annual Membership Meeting Potluck on January 25th, 5:00 

pm. Please plan to attend! See page 5.
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Dear Neighbors,

As we approach the Christmas 
Season, our community will be alive with 
the sights and sounds of the holiday.   Here 
in the Historic District, we will welcome 
hundreds of visitors from near and far, as 
they come to town on December 6th for the 
Holiday House Tour.  Just one week later, our 
neighborhood will be lit up on December 
13th as we participate in Luminaria Night 
and support New Bethany Ministries.   
Information on both of these events can be 
found in this edition of the newsletter.

Our 2015 membership drive will begin 
in December.   I strongly encourage you 
to become a member of the BHDA.   For 
a nominal fee of $20, membership in the 
BHDA guarantees that you will be invited 
to our neighborhood socials and allows you 
to take advantage of our grant programs, 
Musikfest parking, and sidewalk sale.  

The BHDA Annual Meeting will be held on 
Sunday, January 25, 2015 at Trinity Episcopal 
Church, 44 E. Market Street, from 5:00-7:00 
p.m.    The annual meeting is open to all 
members of the BHDA.   New members are 
also welcome!  Payments for membership 
can be made at the meeting, or you can 
send in the membership form found in this 
newsletter.    At this meeting, we will hold 
elections for new BHDA Board of Directors.  
We currently have two vacancies on the 
Board.    

Please contact me if you are interested in 
serving on the Board of Directors or if you 

want more information.
Thank you,

Jennifer Rowe Hawk
President, BHDA Board of Directors
bhda1989@gmail.com

Our Mission
The Bethlehem Historic District Association, founded in 
1989, promotes the historical ambiance and high quality 
of life in our unique neighborhood by supporting the 
preservation and restoration of original architectural 
features and landscapes.

BHDA Board of Directors
President

Jennifer Hawk......................bhda1989@gmail.com
Vice President

Russ Miserendino.................russ1022@gmail.com
Treasurer

Dave Shelly...........................daveshelly@aol.com
Recording Secretary

Christine Stevens..................ttscms@rcn.com
Membership Secretary

Emily Schenkel.....................rootemi@hotmail.com
At Large:

Jannette Saeger.....................jannettemarie@yahoo.com
Will Carpenter.....................will.carpenter@rcn.com
Jean Theman........................jean.theman@gmail.com

Board Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of 
each month at 7:30 pm.  For information about our 
meetings or about the BHDA, please contact the Board 
President.

Committee Chairs
Holiday House Tour 

Angelika Cornelius..............angelikac@rcn.com
Lighting

Christine Stevens.................ttscms@rcn.com
Musikfest Parking

Mark Jobes...........................mjobes@lafambank.com
Newsletter Editor  

Rebecca Wendahl.................bhdanews@gmail.com 
Social Events

Mary Lou Mayberry............fmayberry2006@rcn.com
Webmaster

Mary Anne Lynch 
Welcome (New Neighbor)

Jean Theman........................jean.theman@gmail.com

If you are interested in joining a committee please 
contact that committee’s chair. 

Message from the President
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A Candle In Every 
Window

Bethlehem Tradition Since 1741

Nothing quite matches the wonder 
of the holiday season in Bethlehem.  
Perhaps the most beautiful sight to many of us in the 
Historic District are the simple white electrified candles 
placed at each window and the white lights used to decorate 
our homes. 

This tradition actually started on a cold Christmas Eve 
in 1741 – the night Bethlehem was named – when a group 
of early Moravian gathered together in a small log house.  
They placed symbolic white candles in each window to 
guide the footsteps of the infant Jesus, a custom the settlers 
brought with then from Saxony.  Since then the tradition 
of white lights continues to reflect Historic Bethlehem’s 
Moravian heritage.

The period of illumination begins at dusk on the first 
Sunday of Advent, November 30.  As residents of the 
Historic District you are encouraged to observe this 
longstanding tradition.  These lights guide and welcome 
family, friends and visitors to Historic Bethlehem as we 
celebrate this Holiday Season.

Part of the mission of the BHDA is to maintain the 
ambiance of the historic district.  As such, the BHDA 
offers several homeowner grants which are available to 
BHDA residential members.    

Presently, the BHDA offers grants for 20%, up to 
$500, to offset the cost of sidewalk repair or trimming/
r e m o v i n g sidewalk trees.   BHDA 
also offers grants to offset the cost up to 
$400 of planting new sidewalk trees.   

In 2014, the BHDA created the new 
Reimbursement for Exterior House 
Lighting Grant as an incentive to help improve the 
lack of pedestrian lighting within the Historic District.   
The grant reimburses 50% of the cost, up to  $1,000, 
for installation and fixtures upon HARB and City of 
Bethlehem approval.  

Applicants for grants must be current members of 
the BHDA, and reimbursement must be requested in 
the year which the work was performed.   All requests 
submitted to BHDA are subject to BHDA approval.

More information about the BHDA Grant Program, as 
well as the grant application can be found on the BHDA 
website http://bhdaonline.org and will be updated to 
reflect changes made to the Grant Program for 2015.

Grants for BHDA Members
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Mission Statement:  The Bethlehem Historic District Association (BHDA) promotes the historical ambiance 
and high quality-of-life in our unique neighborhood by supporting the preservation and restoration of original 
architectural features and landscapes.  We are a volunteer, not-for-profit organization.  

The BHDA is a Section 501(c)(3) charitable organization.  Donations to BHDA are tax deductible to the extent 
allowed by law.

The BHDA is powered by volunteer energy.  If you are interested in volunteering, please indicate below, and a 
Board member will contact you.  There are volunteer positions available, 

please consider contributing your time!  

You can obtain an additional membership form on our website:  bhdaonline.org.

•	 Newsletter	(available	to	all	residents)
•	 Grants
•	 Lighting
•	 Membership
•	 Sidewalk	Sale
•	 Welcome
•	 Tree	Program
•	 Socials

•	 Musikfest	Parking
•	 Holiday	House	Tour
•	 HARB	Liaison
•	 Watchdog	/	Block	Watch
•	 Website
•	 Community	Involvement	/	Neighborhood	

Improvement
•	 Historic	Home	Plaque	Program

Current BHDA Committees and Projects

•	 Opportunities to become acquainted with your neighbors within our historic district
•	 Opportunity to help maintain the ambiance of our Historic District
•	 Annual Meeting with Potluck Supper 
•	 Three Socials for members - Two garden parties and one Holiday Party

BHDA MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS

2015 BHDA MEMBERSHIP – Please make your $20 check payable to: BHDA MEMBERSHIP; mail to: 
P.O. Box 1952, Bethlehem, PA 18016.  Annual dues cover a one-year period January 1, 2015 through December 
31, 2015.

Name(s):_______________________________________________________________________________
Address:_______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
Phone:__________________________________Email:_________________________________________

I would like to volunteer:  YES ____, for ____________________________________________________,  
Please have a Board member contact me.

BHDA MEMBERSHIP FORM
November 2014
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Luminaria Night
An Event To Help Those In Need

On Saturday evening, December 13, 2014, beginning 
at 5:00 PM, our Historic Neighborhood will join other 
neighborhoods in and around Bethlehem in the 14th annual 
Luminaria Night sponsored by New Bethany Ministries.   
Luminaria Night is a beautiful and enchanted evening  when 
homes in the neighborhood line their streets with luminary 
bags – white with votive candles burning inside.

Luminaria Night was first organized 
in Bethlehem in 1998 by a small 
group of women from northeast 
Bethlehem.  They sought a meaningful 
way to illuminate their  neighborhood 
during the holiday season and unite 
neighbors in giving to people less fortunate.  From that 
modest beginning sixteen years ago, monies raised have 
increase from an initial $300 to over $84,000 in 2013.  With 
these proceeds New Bethany has been able to provide 
services to many people in our community in need of a 
helping hand.

New Bethany Ministries provides these critical services to 
those most vulnerable in our community – the homeless, 
hungry, poor and mentally ill.  And the need for these services 
has not diminished over time, but has become increasingly 
crucial to an ever larger portion of our neighbors.

Flyers describing the program, and encouraging the 
participation of all our neighbors in the Bethlehem Historic 
District, will be distributed by block captains.  Each kit 
contains 10 white bags, 10 votive candles and sand for the 
bags.  The cost of the first kit is $10.00, each additional kit 
$5.00.  It is recommended the bags be placed about 3 feet 
apart along the curb, sidewalk or driveway, depending on 
the topography.  Directions are included with the kits.

We urge you to set aside the date and plan a walk through 
the neighborhood on Luminaria Night to enjoy the warm 

glow that you help create through your participation.   

BHDA Annual Meeting & 
Potluck Supper

Sunday, January 25th, 2015, 5:00 pm
Trinity Episcopal Church, 44 E. Market St. 

Main Floor Social Hall

Bring your favorite entrée, casserole, salad and or bottle of 
wine to share. Dinnerware, dessert and refreshments will 
be provided. Casual attire. Bring a neighbor. Children are 
welcome.

RSVP by January 21st, to Mary Lou & Frank Mayberry, 
610-861-9969 or f.mayberry2006@rcn.com.

Come for a celebratory toast at 5:00pm, a buffet-style 
dinner beginning promptly at 5:30pm, and our annual 
business meeting. We’ll apprise you of our achievements 
in 2014 and plans for 2015, vote in  new board members 
and much more! This is also the time of year to renew your 
membership. Remember that with your paid membership, 
you’ll receive continued delivery of the BHDA Newsletter; 
invitations to members-only socials; and discounts on 
BHDA special programs and events, including a substantial 
contribution towards the cost of planting street trees. Plus 
we trust you’ll have the added satisfaction of knowing you 
support BHDA’s preservation and quality of life initiatives 
in our special neighborhood. Please complete the form 
below and bring your $20 check to the January 25th Annual 
Meeting. If you can’t attend, please send us your renewal by 
mail. Be sure to include your e-mail address, as we often use 
these for communication.

Please e-mail for for any questions.

Welcome Committee Needs Help
We can use your help.  Did you know that the BHDA 

prepares and distributes a packet of local information for 
each new neighbor?  We are happy to extend this welcome, 
but first we need to know about any new residents.  If you 
have a new neighbor please tell us so that we 
may extend our welcome.  

Kindly contact Jean Theman, committee 
chairperson, at 610-868-9031 or via email at 
jean.theman@gmail.com.

"The Lighting Committee has been 
hard at work investigating 
the pedestrian lighting needs 
within our beautiful historic district. Most of the 
preliminary work has been completed, contacts 
made, and information gathered, but a few items 
remain.  Any BHDA member who is interested in 
joining the endeavors of the Lighting Committee 

should contact Christine Stevens at ttscms@rcn.com or 
610-866-8562 in order to be invited to the next committee 
meeting."

Lighting Committee 
needs Volunteers!
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Calendar of Events in Bethlehem
November

11/7  First Fridays First Friday is a monthly celebration of arts and culture on Bethlehem’s 
SouthSide, presented by the Southside participants of the Downtown Bethlehem Association. 
Residents and visitors are invited to tour the SouthSide’s unique shops and galleries while 
enjoying music, refreshments, in - store specials, art exhibits and more. For more information 
- visit www.firstfridaybethlehem.com
11/20 through 12/21  Weihnachtsmarkt Bethlehem Pennsylvania’s Christmas City Village is an authentic German 
Weihnachtsmarkt (translated open-air Christmas market & pronounced vy-nokts-markt) and is located in the heart of 
Bethlehem’s historic downtown shopping district along Main Street. Runs for 5 Weekends, beginning November 21! For 
more information visit:  http://www.pa-vendors.com/events/northampton-county/bethlehem-pa-christmas-city-village/
11/22  Holiday Cocktail Trail Get your Christmas shopping started while you sample holiday cocktails as the stores of 
the north and south side downtowns host the annual Christmas Open House on Saturday.  The downtowns on both sides 
of the Lehigh River will be decked out for the holiday season and many stores will kick off holiday specials and showcase 
holiday-themed gifts and dishes.  For $25, you can buy a passport to sample holiday cocktails at participating shops. You 
must be at least 21 years old to partake.  The Christmas open house is also the traditional start of the annual Doors and 
Windows of Bethlehem competition.
11/22 Doors and Windows of Bethlehem Start the holiday season off right by treating your eyes to the decorated doors 
and windows of many Downtown Bethlehem businesses!  The Historic District will impress with their doors, while the 
Southside delights with their windows, each giving you the chance to vote once on your Favorite Door for a chance to 
win a prize.
11/29  Turkey Trot 5K run through Historic Bethlehem.  For more information http://historicbethlehem.org/event/
historic-turkey-trot-5k-run-fitness-walk/
11/30  Bethlehem Historical District Residents light candles in windows to be displayed each night throughout the 
holiday season, to lend to the city’s holiday atmosphere.

December
12/1  Live Advent Calendar Beginning on December 1st at 5:30 p.m., the “Live Advent Calendar” will open at the 1810 
Goundie House at 505 Main Street. A special treat will be given to the visitors every day at 5:30 p.m.! 
12/13  Luminaria will be displayed by all Bethlehem Historic District residents (raindate will be 12/14).

*If you do not receive your Luminaria ordering information packet, please contact:  Mary Lou Mayberry at 
610-861-9969 or f.mayberry2006@rcn.com

The Executive Board and Committee Chairpersons 
would like to extend our wishes for a warm and 

happy Holiday Season to all! 


