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Summer Social.......................................June
Fall Sidewalk Sale........................September
Fall Social.....................................September
Holiday Social..............................December

Upcoming BHDA Events

January Annual Meeting 
The BHDA annual meeting was held Sunday, January 25,  at 

Trinity Episcopal Church, at 44 E. Market St. It was a potluck dinner, 
with dinnerware, dessert, and refreshments provided by the Social 
Committee, chaired by BHDA members, Mary Lou and Frank 
Mayberry. All residents in the historic district were invited to attend, 
and 91 turned out.  There was a vast array of food that was enjoyed by 
all.

The purpose of the meeting was to apprise members of the BHDA 
achievements in 2014 and to let new residents learn more about the 
BHDA.  It’s also a prime opportunity to socialize and get to know 
each other as neighbors.  Many new members were added during this 
meeting to our membership.

The agenda included, among other things, the election of 9 BHDA 
Board members, which added 2 new members to the existing slate,  
Mike Schweder and Becky Wendahl (see page 3 for a list of officers), 
and a recap of the highly successful Holiday House Tour by committee 
chair, Angelika Cornelius, which raised monies for our Grant Program.  
The tour attracted 999 visitors, and utilized 96 neighbor volunteers for 
the tours and other duties.  The Board offers thanks to Angelika and 
her team of volunteers!

There was a motion by the Board to raise BHDA dues for 2016 to 
cover operational costs, but the issue was put on hold for this calendar 
year, to be revisited at the next Annual meeting.  There were questions 
regarding the Lighting Program which was presented and reviewed by 
Will Carpenter.  

Please feel free to attend our monthly BHDA Board meetings with 
any questions or concerns regarding these or any other neighborhood 
issues.  We are always looking for input and help with our various 
committees and programs.  
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Issue No. 88

The Bethlehem Historic District Association, founded in 1989, 
promotes the historical ambiance and high quality of life in 
our unique neighborhood by supporting the preservation and 
restoration of original architectural features and landscapes.M

iss
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The mission of the BHDA promotes the historical ambiance of 
the neighborhood including restoration of original landscapes.  
The BHDA, therefore, offers several homeowner grants which 
are available to BHDA residential members. From June of 2011 
through March of 2015, the Board has awarded grants totalling 
$6358.80.  
Prior to 2014, there were three grants:  
•	Trimming or removing curbside trees:  20% of the cost up to 

$500.00.  

•	Planting new trees at the curbside of the property: up to $400.00 

•	Sidewalk repair:  20% of the cost up to $500.00.

In 2014, the BHDA created an additional grant:

•	Exterior house lighting: 50% of the cost, up to  $1,000, for 
fixtures and installation. 

The Lighting grant was originally for one year but as there 
were no applications, this grant has been extended by the Board. 
It is meant as an incentive to help improve the lack of pedestrian 
lighting in the darker areas within the Historic District.  The 
grant is dependent upon HARB and City of Bethlehem approval.  

From 2011 to 2013, 10 property owners took advantage of 
tree and sidewalk repair grants totalling $3152.20; 2 grants were 
for only trees and 8 were primarily for sidewalk repair.  In 2014, 
there were 4 grants totalling $2,136.80 and 6 trees were planted, 
one grant included sidewalk repair. So far in 2015, one grant 
was given for tree and sidewalk repair. Since 2011, a total of 15 
property owners have taken advantage of the Grant Program.

Applicants for grants must be current members of the BHDA, 
and reimbursement must be requested in the year which the 
work was performed.   All requests submitted to BHDA are 
subject to BHDA approval.  More information about the BHDA 
Grant Program as well as the grant forms can be found on the 
BHDA website:  bhdaonline.org.

BHDA Grant Program

Historical Districts
A historic district is an area, delineated by a boundary, which 

includes resources such as buildings, structures, objects or sites, whose 
distinctive character conveys a unique architectural and cultural 
heritage.  Since the enactment of the State of Pennsylvania Historic 
District Act 167 in 1961, many of the municipalities have passed 
local historic district ordinances.  In 1961, the City of Bethlehem 
enacted Ordinance No. 1728 creating the Bethlehem Historic 
District and establishing the Historical Architectural Review Board 
(HARB) to preserve for future generations significant buildings 
and structures reflective of Bethlehem’s historic development and 
architectural styles.  The unique quality of the architectural heritage 
of the Central Bethlehem Historic District was further recognized 
in 1972 with its inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places, 
with the District boundaries being expanded in 1988. (Excerpted 
from Bethlehem Historic District Design Guidelines).

BETHLEHEM HISTORIC 
DISTRICT ASSOCIATION
NEWSLETTER

The BHDA is a Section 501(c)(3) charitable organization.  
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Message from the PresidentOur Mission
The Bethlehem Historic District Association, founded in 
1989, promotes the historical ambiance and high quality 
of life in our unique neighborhood by supporting the 
preservation and restoration of original architectural 
features and landscapes.

BHDA Board of Directors
President

Jennifer Hawk (2015-2017).....bhda1989@gmail.com
Vice President

Russ Miserendino (2013-2015)...russ1022@gmail.com
Treasurer

Dave Shelly (2013-2015).............daveshelly@aol.com
Recording Secretary

Rebecca Wendahl (2015-2017)...bhdanews@gmail.com
Membership Secretary

Jannette Saeger (2014-2016)..bhdamember@gmail.com
At Large:

Mike Schweder (2015-2017.................js1259@att.com
Will Carpenter (2013-2015).....will.carpenter@rcn.com
Jean Theman(2014-2016).......jean.theman@gmail.com

If you are interested in attending the BHDA monthly
board meetings, please refer to the website 

(bhdaonline.org) for dates and times of 
scheduled meetings.

Committee Chairs
Holiday House Tour  

Angelika Cornelius..........................angelikac@rcn.com
Lighting Grant Program

Will Carpenter...........................willcarpenter@cn.com
Musikfest Parking

Mark Jobes..............................mjobes@lafambank.com
Newsletter Editor       

Rebecca Wendahl......................bhdanews@gmail.com
Social Events

Mary Lou Mayberry.............fmayberry2006@rcn.com
Webmaster

Mary Anne Lynch................................bhdaonline.org
Welcome (New Neighbor)

Jean Theman........................jean.theman@gmail.com
Tree Grant Program 
      Scott Hawk...........................bhda1989@gmail.com
If you are interested in joining a committee please contact 
that committee’s chair.

Dear Neighbors,

Hopefully as you are reading this, 
the winter weather is behind us and 
we can begin to see signs of spring!    
At this point, I will gladly welcome 
spring allergies…

Our 2015 membership drive has been 
successful with over 100 members 
so far.   It’s not too late to become 
a member of the BHDA.   For a 
nominal fee of $20, membership 
in the BHDA guarantees that you 
will be invited to our neighborhood 
socials and allows you to take 
advantage of our grant programs, 
Musikfest parking, and sidewalk sale.   
A membership form can be found in 
the newsletter. 

Our Annual Meeting was held 
on Sunday, January 25, 2015, and 
had the highest attendance since 
I’ve moved to the Historic District 
four years ago.    At the meeting,  
we welcomed two new members 
to the Board of Directors - Becky 
Wendahl and Mike Schweder.  We 
currently have one vacancy on the 
Board.   Please contact me if you are 
interested in becoming involved or in 
learning more about the BHDA.  

Thank you,

Jennifer Rowe Hawk
President, BHDA Board of Directors
bhda1989@gmail.com
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2015 BHDA Board of Directors

Recording Secretary:  Becky Wendahl
Prior to moving to Bethlehem’s historic district 

in June of last year, my husband Tom, and I spent 
3 years living in the Middle East, on the island of 
Bahrain, and we lived in Baton Rouge, LA for the 
5 years preceding that.  We have 2 grown sons.  My 
background is in healthcare, I am certified to teach 

yoga, and I dabble in graphic design.  I am currently editor 
of the BHDA newsletter, and I am happy to take on the role 
of Recording Secretary.  I love living in this beautiful historic 
district and am so happy to get to know my neighbors.  

If anyone is interested in helping with the Newsletter 
please contact me!  

President:  Jennifer Hawk
Originally from a small town in Dauphin 

County, I moved from Philadelphia to Saucon 
Valley in January, 1993, and soon fell in love 
with Historic Bethlehem. Having three children, 
I thought my dream of living in the Historic 

District was just that - a dream. After my oldest son began high 
school at the Charter School for the Arts and my second son 
decided to attend Charter Arts, my husband and I began house 
hunting, and in 2010, our dream became a reality.  It didn't 
take long to meet some incredible neighbors, and I was quickly 
invited to join the BHDA Board of Directors. I am beginning 
my 4th year on the Board and my second year as president.  

My sons are now in college, one a Business major at West 
Chester and the other a Jazz Studies major at University of the 
Arts in Philadelphia.  My daughter is a freshman at Liberty 
High School where she is a proud member of the Grenadier 
Band. 

Treasurer:  Dave Shelly
I was born and raised in Doylestown, PA. I 

graduated Gettysburg College with a degree in 
History, followed by a stint in the US Army.  I 
earned a master’s degree in Education from Lehigh 
University, and taught in Bethlehem schools.  I 
retired as a principal of Northeast Middle School 
in 1985.

I met my wife, Nancy, in a graduate course at Lehigh, we 
married and have 3 children.  We moved into the historic 
district in 1974, and I have learned many skills in caring for 
an old house, and I am dedicated to preserving our house as a 
representative structure in the historic district.

Nancy has been a paper cutter for 30 years,  and during those 
years, we were members of the Guild of American Papercutters 
for which I served as Treasurer for 7 years.

In 2013 I began serving on the board of BHDA, and in June I 
began as Treasurer.  Elected to a regular term in 2014, I served 
as Treasurer for the 2014 Holiday House Tour.  
I would love to find a volunteer who would help sort the 
treasury archives of the BHDA, and possibly be interested in 

eventually taking over my job as Treasurer.

Vice President:  Russ Miserendino
This is Russ’s second term as Vice President.

Membership Secretary:  Jannette Saeger
I’m originally from St. Louis, MO – and have lived 

in Washington,DC; outside of Harrisburg, PA; and 
in Canton, CT. I moved to Bethlehem in October 
2013, with my husband, Jeff and our son, James, 
who is currently a senior at Liberty High School. 
Our older son, JT, is in college in South Carolina. 

I joined the BHDA Board this past summer and am serving 
as the membership secretary. I have worked with nonprofits 
for over 10 years and look forward to what we can accomplish 
through the BHDA.

After January’s annual meeting the BHDA membership has 
100 members.   Membership is renewed annually and we are 
always seeking the addition of members within our district.  
There are many benefits to becoming a member; please see 
page 4.  If you know of a neighbor who may be interested 

please let them know they can find an application on 
bhdaonline.org and quickly begin to engage in our activities. If 

you have any questions please feel free to contact me

Board Member At Large:  Will Carpenter
My wife Renell and I have lived on Wall Street for 

sixteen years.  Originally from upstate NY, we each 
spent our post college years living in several big cities.  
Shortly after we married my job required a move to 
Bethlehem, short term we thought (hoped).  We were 
not thrilled to leave the city life for the Lehigh Valley.  

Fortunately we soon found a deep appreciation for the area and 
especially our neighborhood.  As our family began to grow, we 
have several times considered moving to the country, but each 
time we instead confirmed our appreciation of our surroundings:  
kids walking to the library, enjoying the tow path in all seasons 
and the connections to our neighbors, proximity to restaurants, 
mountains, beaches and cities.  My oldest daughter will begin her 
high school experience next year at Liberty and her younger sister 
will follow the year after.

This is my second year serving on the Board.  I have been 
involved in the Lighting Committee and assist my wife delivering 
newsletters when needed.

Board Member At Large:  Mike Schweder
My wife Annette and I have lived in three homes 

in Historic Bethlehem, and I am Bethlehem native. 
We have three grown sons, and four grandchildren.  
I am AT&T President for the Mid Atlantic states.  
I served as a Member of Bethlehem City Council 
(1998-2010), with three terms as president of 

Council.  Early in my career I was elected a Member of the 
PA House of Representatives representing Bethlehem (1974-
1980).  Our City and our neighborhood  are very special.  As a 
new member of the board I will do everything I can to enhance 
what we all have come to love about our community.

Board Member At Large:  Jean Theman
Jean also chairs the Fall Sidewalk Sale and the Welcome 
Committee.
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BHDA MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS

BHDA MEMBERSHIP FORM
2015

New Member                         Renewing Member

2015 BHDA MEMBERSHIP – Please make your $20 check payable to: BHDA MEMBERSHIP; mail to: 
P.O. Box 1952, Bethlehem, PA 18016.  Annual dues cover a one-year period January 1, 2015 through December 
31, 2015.

Name(s):_______________________________________________________________________________
Address:_______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
Phone:__________________________________Email:_________________________________________

Lighting Program
Membership
Newsletter
Sidewalk Sale

Socials
Tree Program
Website Liaison

•	 Newsletter (available to all residents)
•	 Grants:  Lighting, Sidewalk & Tree 
•	 Membership
•	 Sidewalk Sale
•	 Welcome
•	 Socials
•	 Musikfest Parking

•	 Holiday House Tour
•	 HARB Liaison
•	 Website
•	 Community Involvement
•	 Neighborhood Improvement
•	 Historic Home Plaque Program

Current BHDA Committees and Projects

•	 Opportunities to become acquainted with your neighbors within our historic district
•	 Opportunity to help preserve the historical integrity of our unique district
•	 Annual Meeting with Potluck Supper 
•	 Three Socials for members - Two garden parties and  one Holiday Party

Why join the Bethlehem Historic District Association?
ALL residents are eligible to join the BHDA and take part in our social activities as 

well as our neighborhood improvement  

I would like to volunteer:  YES ____, please contact me.



5
Bethlehem Historic District Association

March 2015

Fall Sidewalk Sale:  Jean Theman

In September the BHDA will hold 
their annual one-day neighborhood 
Fall Sidewalk Sale.  Start putting 
aside items you’d like to sell and look for the scheduled 
date and registration form in the June newsletter.  You 
can sell from your front yard and BHDA will handle the 
advertising, as well as offer a comprehensive guide with 
planning tips and sales strategies.  There are usually 
approximately 20 homes that participate.

Contact me with any questions:  
jean.theman@gmail.com  

COMMITTEE UPDATES:
Newsletter:  Becky Wendahl

The newsletter is seeking sponsors to 
help support the printing costs.  It’s a 
great opportunity for companies to advertise within our 
district.  

If you know of anyone who would like to be a sponsor, 
please contact me at:  bhdanews@gmail.com 

Social Events:  Frank & Mary Lou Mayberry

Our next BHDA neighborhood Social 
will be held in June at the home of Jody 
& Genevieve Marcon, 55 E. Church St.  
Invitations will be sent to BHDA members 
prior to the event.  It will be held on a Sunday in the 
late afternoon.  Everyone will bring a covered dish 
and/or a bottle of wine to share for a buffet-style meal.  
Everyone is encouraged to bring a neighbor - this will 
also provide an opportunity to join the BHDA if you are 
new to the historic district, or renew your membership.  
Children are welcome.  We hold socials 4 times per year; 
June, September, December, and the Annual January 
meeting.  These are typically well-attended events and 
are lots of fun.  
If you would like to volunteer your home please contact 

me at:  f.mayberry2006@rcn.com.  

Welcome Committee:  Jean Theman

It’s always nice to receive a warm welcome 
when moving into a new neighborhood 
and this is what the Welcome Committee 
offers.  A warm greeting, along with a packet of local 
information, is extended to the each new neighbor.  
However, we need everyone’s help in identifying these 
new residents.  When you notice new people moving 
in please contact me and we will make sure that new 
resident is greeted and made to feel welcome.  Contact 
me at:  jean.theman@gmail.com

Holiday House Tour:  Angelika Cornelius
Next House Tour is slated for 2016.

Musikfest Parking:  Mark Jobes
This program was designed to assist BHDA residents 
who do not have off-street parking, as a means of 
surviving the parking issues during Musikfest.  Please 
see June newsletter for updates as Musikfest season 
approaches!

Lighting Committee:  Needs Chairperson

Lighting Update
Beyond trees and sidewalks, pedestrian lighting 
remains one of the chief initiatives of the Board.  
This past year saw the success of a grand House 
Tour to increase the war chest and the cooperation 
of the City to install “warmer” LED street lights 
within the Historic District.
Over the past several years, lighting concerns have been 
addressed by an ad hoc committee of Board members.  To 
bring better attention and a clear focus on this issue, the Board 
has established a Lighting Committee.  The Committee is in 
the start up phase; we are seeking to indentify a chair and will 
be contacting our neighbors who have expressed interest in 
supporting these efforts.  

Please contact us if you have interest in working on this 
committee:  will.carpenter@rcn.com

LUMINARIA NIGHT:
Did you know...

3050 participants throughout Bethlehem
70,000 candles lit the night

$75,268 raised for New Bethany Ministries

In our Historic District through the efforts of 
20 BHDA block captains:
128 homes participated

3090 candles lit our neighborhood
$2,375 was raised for New Bethany Ministries
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Tree Grant Program by Scott Hawk
Installing a street tree is an easy and affordable project that any homeowner can undertake to improve the curb appeal of 

their property and enhance the ambiance of their street.  The process to plant a tree is not complicated, but it takes some 
time and patience to get the tree you want.  Even if you are not particular about the tree, there is a simple permit process to 
follow and you’ll need to call 1 or more contractors to get estimates for the work.  You must used approved contractors and 
approved trees.  

The most important aspect of any new tree is the site where it will be planted.  And, the most important feature of that site 
is the presence of utility lines.  The city classifies trees as “small”, “medium” and “large”.  Small trees can be up to 30 feet high 
and still remain suitable for planting under utility wires.  A tree lawn, that space on the sidewalk where the tree will live, can 
be as narrow as 2 ½ feet.  A medium tree will grow to 45 feet and needs a wider tree lawn, about 4 to 6 feet wide.  Large trees 
are any trees that exceed those specifications.

The Bethlehem street tree program is managed by the Urban Forestry department which is part of Public Works.  Visit the 
website for Urban Forestry (http://www.bethlehem-pa.gov/dept/public%5Fworks/forestry/index.htm) where you will find 
the latest information on street tree planting.  The PDF files referenced below can be found on that website.

Filling that empty space on your sidewalk can be accomplished in five simple steps.  They key to happiness in this process 
is to be patient. 

1. Begin by selecting 3 or 4 potential tree species.  It is probably best to be flexible since you may not be able to get the 
species of tree you prefer due to cost or availability.  Visit the Urban Forestry site and download the file “Street Tree 
Guide - Bethlehem PA.PDF”. You should also perform an internet search on the tree types to get an idea of shapes, 
flower colors and any other specifics that are important to you. You can call Cindy Smith, City Forester - 610-865-7073 
at any point to discuss tree types, tree placement, or questions about contractors. 
2. Get quotes from approved contractors.  They can help you narrow your choices.  The Urban Forestry team updates 
the contractor list yearly so be sure to get the latest version from the website.  When you speak to the contractor, bring 
your questions.  They will help you select economical trees that are readily available and would do well in your location.  
3. Once you pick your contractor, download the permit and submit it to the city.  You and your contractor will sign it. 
4. In most cases, your contractor should pick up the permit.
5. Work with your contractor to deliver and plant your tree.

So, how much does it cost? Plan on spending $400 to $900 per tree depending on the 
species, height and thickness of the trunk.    Once the tree is planted and the bills are paid, 
you can submit expenses to BHDA. BHDA is currently refunding up to $400 for a new 
tree, and up to $500 for tree removal or sidewalk repair.  The Board of Directors ultimately 
reviews and approves all reimbursements, and questions on the Grant Program should be 
addressed to bhda1989@gmail.com. 

Caring for your new tree is as important as selecting the right tree. Stakes that secure 
your new tree can be removed in 6 to 12 months.  The Street Tree Guide you downloaded 
earlier in this process also has care instructions that include frequent waterings.  Watering 
a tree is very simple.  Simply run a hose to the base of the tree and let the hose gently 
stream around the trunk until 15 or 20 gallons of water has saturated the soil.  If there is 
an inch or more of rain that week, you won’t need to water the tree.

Lastly, don’t forget about the ongoing care for your new tree and for your existing trees.  
The contractor you hired to plant the tree is probably a good choice for ongoing trimmings 
and pruning.  Proper care of your trees will make them stronger, healthier and less likely 
to drop twigs and branches on people and objects under them.

The BHDA is looking for advertising sponsors 
to support the printing costs of your newsletter.  
If you know of any business who would like to 
see their advertising in our newsletter - which 
is hand-delivered to each and every home and 

business within the historic district - 
Please contact:

Becky Wendahl
BHDA Newsletter Editor

at
bhdanews@gmail.com


