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Photo by:  Alane Nebbia
Bethlehem Main Street, Winter blizzard 2016

When women get together it doesn’t take long before they 
come up with a project that involves working together to address 
some problem or issue. Such was the case at the monthly historic 
district women’s Happy Hour at Hotel Bethlehem, when Dayna 
Plocus described how she searched through thousands of photos 
of historic Bethlehem stored in Luckenbach Mill to find a photo 
of her house on Market Street in order to recreate the lovely 
porch that once graced her house.

Over months and many martinis and glasses of wine later, 
the idea was born to approach Historic Bethlehem Museums 
and Sites to offer help to make these photos more accessible 
to the community.  As it turned  out, this offer was an answer 
to HBMS’s long-held dream to digitize and make this valuable 
archive of photos  available online. And with that, in September 
the project was launched.

Since 1962, the collection of over 7,000 photographs donated 
by Bethlehem Steel has been stored by HBMS awaiting the 
capability and technology to bring them to light. Now with 
scanning technology, curatorial software and the generous time 
of over 15 volunteers thus far,  this unique and significant historic 
record of Bethlehem's people and places will be catalogued in a 
searchable database that the public can access.

Volunteers are working with Lindsey Jancay, HBMS’s curator, 
to digitize, catalogue, and identify any conservation needs for 
the contents of the Bethlehem Steel Photo Archive. Volunteers 
meet on Monday from 10:30-12 and Thursday from 12-1:30 
to scan and record the condition of the photographs. Over the 
last 4 months, the volunteers have recorded 635 photographs, 
and helped to identify key themes and images for the Spring 
exhibition. Upcoming, there will be opportunities to contribute 
for excel-savvy individuals who wish to work from home to 
refine the  master list of the contents of the collection. 

(continued on page 3) 

Bethlehem Back When Project Initiated 
by Historic District Women

by Barbara Diamond

Photos courtesy of Historic Bethlehem Museums and 
Sites (HBMS); curator, Lindsey Jancay.

Main Street, Historic Bethlehem

Church Street, Historic Bethlehem

If anyone has any knowledge or information regarding the 
contents of these photos, please contact newsletter editor at 
bhdanews@gmail.com.
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Our Mission
The Bethlehem Historic District Association, founded in 
1989, promotes the historical ambiance and high quality 
of life in our unique neighborhood by supporting the 
preservation and restoration of original architectural 

features and landscapes.

BHDA Board of Directors
President
Jennifer Hawk (2015-2017) .........bhda1989@gmail.com
Vice President
Russ Miserendino (2016-2018).....russ1022@gmail.com
Treasurer
Dave Shelly (2016-2018)...................daveshelly@aol.com
Recording Secretary
Becky Wendahl (2015-2017)........bhdanews@gmail.com
Membership Secretary
Jannette Saeger (2014-2016)..bhdamember@gmail.com
At Large
Mike Schweder (2015-2017)..................js1259@att.com
Will Carpenter (2016-2018)......will.carpenter@rcn.com
Jean Theman (2014-2016)........jean.theman@gmail.com
Genevieve Marcon (2014-2016)........................................                                   
........................................genevieve_marcon@hotmail.com

If you are interested in attending monthly 
board meetings, please refer to the 

website, bhdaonline.org, for dates and 
times of scheduled meetings

Committee Chairs
Holiday House Tour
Needs Chair
Lighting Grant Program

Will Carpenter...will.carpenter@rcn.com
Musikfest Parking

Emily Schenkel
Newsletter Editor

Becky Wendahl...bhdanews@gmail.com
Social Events

Mary Lou Mayberry...fmayberry2006@rcn.com
Webmaster & Facebook Manager

Dayna Plocus...bhdawebsite@gmail.com
Welcome (New Neighbor)

Jean Theman...jean.theman@gmail.com
Tree Grant Program

Scott Hawk...bhda1989@gmail.com

If you are interested in joining a committee, please 
contact that committee’s chair

Message from the president

Jennifer Rowe Hawk
President of the BHDA Board of Directors

bhda1989@gmail.com

Special Thanks
Mary Anne Lynch...thank you so much for the 
contribution of your time and talents as developer 
and webmaster of the website for the BHDA, for 
the past eight years.

Helen Smith...your willingness to organize and 
archive the many boxes of materials for the BHDA 
has been so appreciated, thank you.

Mary Lou & Frank Mayberry...your many years 
of unflagging coordination of our annual meetings 
and socials have been appreciated by all, thank you.

Dear Neighbors,

It was nice to see so many of you at our Annual Meeting 
which was held on Sunday, January 31st.  Our BHDA 
Board of Directors is made up of 9 volunteers, and I'm 
happy to say that all positions are filled.  We always 
have need for volunteers, so if you are interested in 
getting involved in the neighborhood, please email me at 
bhda1989@gmail.com.

The BHDA's monthly meetings are typically held the 4th 
Wednesday of the month, 6:30 pm at the Bethlehem Area 
Public Library.  All BHDA members are welcome to attend.  
Prior to attending, you may want to email me to confirm 
that the meeting will be held as scheduled.

For more than a year, zoning issues and their impact on 
the Historic District, have been discussed at many of the 
BHDA meetings.  While the Board will not be taking an 
official stance on any zoning issues, we will try our best to 
relay information to the residents via newsletter, or email 
blasts to keep you apprised of zoning concerns.

Our 2016 membership drive is underway.  It's not too late 
to become a member of the BHDA.  For a nominal fee of 
$20, membership in the BHDA guarantees that you will be 
invited to our neighborhood socials and allows you to take 
advantage of our grant programs, Musikfest parking, and 
sidewalk sale.  The membership form can be found in the 
newsletter.

Feel free to contact me with suggestions, comments, or 
concerns.
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(Continued from page 1, Bethlehem Back When Project) 
Also, in a very exciting development, reaching  out to our neighbor HBMS with an 

offer of volunteer help also made it possible for HBMS to coordinate an exhibition of 
these photographs, the Bethlehem Back When Project,  in time for Bethlehem’s 275th 
Anniversary celebration.  The exhibition  will open in May 2016 at the Luckenbach Mill, 
featuring a small selection of the photographs to introduce the project to the public, and 
by the following year,  a publicly accessible online catalogue through which the public can 
search the contents of the collection will be available. This project is entirely volunteer 
driven,  and thanks to the support of women in the historic district working with the 
dedicated staff of HBMS, these images of historic Bethlehem’s places and people will be 
available to the public who otherwise would never know what treasures the collection 
holds! 

Volunteers will also be needed  to assist with the planning for the Bethlehem Back When 
Exhibition in Spring. If you would like to volunteer please contact Lindsey Jancay, Curator, 
at Historic Bethlehem Partnership, 610-868-6868 x 63 or LJancay@historicbethlehem.org. 

And, if you would like to join your women friends and neighbor's for 
Happy Hour at the Hotel Bethlehem (3rd Monday of every month), please 

contact Barbara Diamond  at bhdiamond2@aol.com to be added to the 
reminder list. 

Why EVERYONE should be a member of the 
Bethlehem Historic District Association

When it comes to community involvement I suppose it is our 
human nature to ‘watch from the sidelines’ while our friends 
and neighbors carry out various civic duties.   I certainly find 
it easier and less stressful.  While we appreciate the work done 
on our behalf, it is rare that we feel the need to pitch in and 
offer help. Strange how this works, this all-too-human nature 
of ours.

Of course I am referring to the activities of the BHDA 
and why this organization is deserving of the support of 
each and every one of us.   It does not matter if you are not 
a home-owner nor even a resident of the Historic District.   
If you enjoy the ‘historic ambience’ of walking around the 
neighborhood while viewing the magnificent homes and 
beautifully kept yards, you are a beneficiary.  You are also a 
beneficiary when you bring guests to visit Historic Bethlehem. 
If you accept this premise, then it implies that anyone who 
values the preservation of the historic nature of this unique 
neighborhood has a moral obligation to support the mission 
and works of the BHDA.

It was not until I moved to this area that I realized that the 
Historic District is in need of its members to provide support 
and leadership to protect the district from outside interests 
that may work against what we seek to preserve.  It is through 
the diligence and activism of our neighbors that we are able 
to sustain the charm, beauty, and distinct nature of this 
neighborhood.  The BHDA is our valuable resource, one that 
keeps us informed about what is happening in our area.

Besides keeping us updated, there are other benefits that 
come with membership in the BHDA.   While the primary 

mission of the organization 
is preservation of what 
we hold so dear, this 
organization gives us much 
more.

Membership in the BHDA gives us the opportunity to 
socialize with our like-minded neighbors four times a year, 
and in the most charming settings.   There are summer 
socials held in leafy, flower-filled backyards; a cozy winter 
get-together in a fully-decorated local home; and an annual 
meeting where good food and drink are shared while enjoying 
a lively debate about various community issues.

Additionally, there are real and practical benefits to 
membership.   These include a tree-replacement program; 
a program to recoup some of the expense of installing 
historically-appropriate street lighting; a chance to welcome 
those who are new to the neighborhood; and opportunities 
to become educated about and involved in the local political 
scene when it impacts our neighborhood and values.

Whether you own your home, rent an apartment, or simply 
frequent the Historic District, you have “skin in the game” 
to preserve this valuable heritage.   For the remarkably low 
cost of $20/year you can help to do your part, to help us 
conserve what we hold to be so precious.  For these reasons, 
please speak with your neighbors and all become supporting 
members of the BHDA!
by Terry Theman
132 E. Market

New BHDA 
website 

coming soon!
You will be 
receiving an 

online survey 
to find out what 
you'd like to see 
on our website. 

See page 6 for 
details.
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Getting to know our neighborsFEATURE

I had the pleasure of meeting Mr. Ben Fortunado 
Marcune last year as I was out walking my dog.  He 
is a close neighbor whose home abuts my own.  As I 
was discussing trimming a tree on our property that 
overhangs his his yard I remembered hearing that 
he is quite an accomplished and renowned artist.  At 
that point I had become the new editor of the BHDA 
newsletter and had formed an idea to feature different 
people in our neighborhood who have talents.  I asked if 
he would consider being featured at a future date and he 
so graciously agreed.
He invited me over for a chat and a tour of his home 
studio and his studio at the Steel Worker's Union.  I 
came away very impressed with his accomplishments 
and his kindness.  He is truly a 'renaissance man'.
Ben spent his early years in Brooklyn, N.Y. 
and in southern California.  He attended 
UCLA and earned a Masters Degree in Human 
Factors Engineeringfrom CalTech.  While in 
his twenties he worked as a professional dancer, 

performing in California and with the Philadelphia Civic Ballet.  After serving in the US 
Army in Korea, he enjoyed a successful career as a biomedical engineer and industrial 
designer.  He holds several patents for surgical and orthopedic devices used today.
Mid-career Ben moved to PA and studied at the PA Academy of Fine Arts.  He taught at 
Lehigh and began taking on commissions for painting and sculpture.  A member of the 
three-person committee that selected the initial artists for the Banana Factory.  Ben opened 
his own studio at the building because he thought the idea of a community art center was a 
wonderful concept. 
His commissioned works include former mayors, area CEOs and university presidents, as 
well as the Three Children at the Bethlehem Municipal Plaza, the Steel worker's Memorial in 
Bethlehem and the Korean Vietnam Memorial at the US Armed Forces Plaza.  He has nearly 
completed 5 large scale sculptures for the grounds at DeSales University. 
Ben has lived in the historic district for 30 years, and for many years has been a member of 
the BHDA.

Don Miller, The Morning Call, oil

St. Frances De Sales, De 
Sales University campus, 
bronze

Mary, Our Lady of Deliverance, De 
Sales University campus, bronze

Jesus the Teacher, DeSales University cam-
pus

Ben in his studio

Steel Worker's Monument, 
New Street, Bethlehem

Soprano, Denyce Graves, oil

(Some information excerpted from Banana Factory 10th 
Anniversary commemorative booklet)

Ben Fortunado Marcune
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Committee Updates

New Website Survey
The BHDA is working on a new website and we need your suggestions. A brief online survey will be sent via email to 
all BHDA members who have provided an email address with their contact information. If you have not received the 
survey by 3/18, please contact Dayna Plocus at bhdawebsite@gmail.com. Thank you!

Newsletter                                                                                          Editor:  Becky Wendahl, bhdanews@gmail.com
In the next newsletter I will be featuring a new page, "Letter to the Editor", in which BHDA members will be 
able to submit opinion articles.  Please consider taking advantage of this as a way to share information with your 
neighbors.  It is hand delivered to each and every resident in the district, three times per year.   The newsletters will 
also be sent out via email, and can be accessed on the website once it is up and running.  If, for some reason you don't 
receive one, send me an email.

If you would like to volunteer to help with delivery of the newsletters on your block, or are interested in writing an 
article for the newsletter, please cotact me.  Also, we are always seeking sponsors who would like to place an ad for 

their business, just email me with the contact information.

BHDA Membership Drive 2016
If you know of a neighbor who is not a member of the BHDA, or has not renewed 
their membership, please reach out to them (you can contact bhda1989@gmail.
com to request a membership form), or invite them to the next social, to be held 
in June.  It is our goal to increase membership from last year's 150 members to 
180.

Social Committee                                                                          Chair:  Mary Lou Mayberry, fmayberry2006@rcn.com
The Potluck Annual Meeting was held January 31st.  There were 75 people in attendance, and the food was delicious. 
It was a wonderful time for neighbors to get together and socialize over a delicious homemade meal, with a glass of 
wine.  President Jennifer Rowe Hawk conducted the annual meeting.
The next Social will be held in June at the home of Tom and Becky Wendahl at their home on Church Street, date to 
be announced.

2017 Holiday House Tour
The next BHDA Holiday House Tour is being planned for December, 2017.  Many thanks to Angelika 

Cornelius for chairing the very successful tours of 2012 and 2014! 
Please consider becoming involved in our historical district fundraiser. Income from the house tour enables 
the BHDA to fund the homeowner grant programs, print the newsletter, and fund our operating budget.  If 
interested, please email bhda1989@gmail.com.
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Restoration Resources: Local Sources for Architectural Salvage
One of my favorite things about restoring our home has been hunting 
for architectural salvage. Along the way, we’ve found amazing pieces, 
met wonderful people, and come away with some crazy stories - like the 
time I answered a Craigslist ad to buy a super-fancy antique radiator 
and showed up to find that it was at a junkyard, on top of a shipping 
container whose roof was about to collapse. Did we buy it? Of course! 
But only after the owner used his enormous backhoe to get it down. 
So, if you’re in the market for antique house parts, here are a few local 
sources that I’ve found to be helpful:

Allentown Preservation League Salvage Warehouse
1518-20 West Walnut St., Second Floor, Allentown, PA 18102
Hours: Thursday 5:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. and Saturday (except holidays) 9 a.m. to noon *Cash or check only, 
www.allentownpreservation.org
The APL Warehouse is a nice little store that seems to have a bit of everything. They often post new merchandise on craigslist.
com (search “1518 West Walnut”). The prices are reasonable and if you join the APL ($10), you’re eligible for discount of 10%. 
Donations of architectural salvage are gladly accepted.

Artifacts Bank
705-707 North 5th St., Reading, PA 19601, Phone: 610-375-7860, Hours: Monday 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. and Sunday 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
www.centrepark.org/the-artifacts-bank
A larger version of the APL Warehouse, Artifacts Bank offers a nice selection of salvage goods at reasonable prices. Proceeds 
benefit the Centre Park Historic District.

Architectural Antiques
3080 Bedminster Rd. (Route 113), Perkasie, PA 18944, Hours: Thursday and Friday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Saturday 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
www.oldhomeparts.com & www.facebook.com/Architectural-Antiques-231969366858125 
A huge selection of antique hardware! Most is on display, but some is organized in filing cabinets near the main entrance. If 
you’re looking for something specific, be sure to ask the proprietor, Wayne, to point you in the right direction. Architectural 
Antiques also stocks plenty of antique doors, cabinets, mantles, stair parts, plumbing fixtures, and lighting. A fun place to visit 
even if you’re just browsing.

Craigslist – www.craigslist.com
Craigslist can be a great resource for architectural salvage. Fantastic finds such as a c.1850 crystal chandelier for $125 are not 
unusual. However, browsing the listings can be daunting, but you can save time by setting up personalized searches with apps 
such as “CPlus Pro” for your desktop or “Postings” from Trixiesoft or “cPro” by Escargot Studios for mobile devices. These apps 
can even alert you when an item is posted that matches your search terms. As with most online activities, you never really know 
who you’re dealing with so use caution. Never meet with a seller alone and try to meet in a public place. 

Olde Good Things – Scranton Warehouse
400 Gilligan St., Scranton, PA 18508, 888-233-9678, Hours: weekdays 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. and weekends 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., www.
thearchitecturologists.com/scranton
If you’re looking for something as specific as four-paneled chestnut doors with inside stop-chamfered rails and stiles, the Olde 
Good Things warehouse will probably have it. With over 100,000 square feet of architectural salvage, they have just about 
everything. Wear comfortable shoes and dress for the weather as the warehouse is not heated or cooled. And, be prepared to pay 
top dollar. 

Restore*
3016 East Thompson St., Philadelphia, PA, 19134, 215-634-3474
Wednesday to Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., www.re-store-online.com
Two floors of full of fantastic salvage finds. Merchandise changes quickly. Be sure to visit their website to sign up for email 
alerts.*Not affiliated with Habitat for Humanity’s “ReStore.”

Backhoe with the radiator.

Local Sources for Architectural Salvage
Restoration Resources: 
by Dayna Plocus
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Calendar of Events in Bethlehem

BETHLEHEM AREA PUBLIC LIBRARY 11 W. Church Street, Bethlehem
2nd Floor Laros Room  www.bapl.org  610-867-3761 x259

On Tuesday, April 26 celebrity bartenders 
compete to create a signature cocktail for 

the Library. Sample delicious concoctions 
and amazing hors d’oeuvres from 

5:30 to 7:30 pm  

$50 per ticket Tickets available SOON at www.bapl.org or at the Main Library & South Side Branch

hosted by Friends of the Library

Save the date!

60

Yuengling Summer 
Concert Series 

at SteelStacks 
Performances take place at the 

Levitt Pavilion, SteelStacks outdoor 
amphitheater, located at the base of 
the 250-foot-tall former Bethlehem 

Steel blast furnaces in Bethlehem.
Shows are all-weather, general 
admission, standing room only.

http://www.steelstacks.org/
festivals/yuengling-summer-

concert-series/

Steel Stacks River Jazz Series:
Pat Metheny & Ron Carter 
Friday, April 22
Craig Thatcher Band Presents 
Music of Jimi Hendrix 
Saturday, April 30
Jessy J
Thursday, May 12
Delbert Clinton
Wednesday, May 18

Downtown Bethlehem will be awash in green as Celtic Cultural 
Alliance hosts the 6th Annual Celtic Classic Parade of Shamrocks!  
The celebration will take place on Saturday, March 12, 2016.  The 
parade steps off at 1:00 p.m., so get here early for the best viewing 
spots!  The parade will kick-off at 10th Avenue & Broad Street. 
The parade route will continue east on Broad to Main Street and 
makes its way south on Main Street, ending under the Hill-To-Hill 
Bridge.

Can You Dig This follows the lives of 4 
very unexpected gardeners in South 
central Los Angeles. You can see the 
trailer at: http://canyoudigthisfilm.

com/#home
BRING A NEIGHBOR!!!

 ArtsQuest, Frank Banko Cinemas 
Film:  Can You Dig This?

Wednesday, March 30, 7:30 pm

Historic Bethlehem Museum & Sites:  
Rooms to View House Tour  Save the Date: 

Saturday, June 4, 2016  10 am - 4 pm
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BHDA Members Exclusive Offer 

Enjoy 15% off Dinner in  
1741 on the Terrace 

Valid through April 30th, 2016 
 

Not valid on the purchase of alcoholic beverages  
Cannot be combined with other offers 

Not valid for Sunday Brunch 
***black out dates may apply*** 

437 Main Street · Downtown Bethlehem · 610.625.2219 

Historic Hotel Bethlehem is the social gathering hot spot for Bethlehem Historic District Association Members.  
Join us for dinner or a cocktail and you’re sure to enjoy it. 

 

Connect with your downtown neighbors by visiting the shops and restaurants throughout the year.  
Support the businesses in the Historic Bethlehem District.  

Shop. Dine. Local.  

Upcoming Downtown Bethlehem Events  

 1. Bethlehem GO Bragh — 3/5/16 to 3/12/16 
  * A limerick that gives clues to figure out what business it is 
about.  Participants take the limerick scavenger hunt list around and 
recite the limerick inside the business they think matches. Each match 
equals a chance to win “the Pot’o’Gold! The Pot’o’Gold includes a gift 
certificate from each business.   

 2. Celtic Classic Shamrock Parade — 3/12/16 

 3. Northside Historic District Cleanup — 4/9/16 
 4. Tunes at Twlight in the Sun Inn Courtyard  
 every Thursday—Starting in May  


