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ANNOUNCING!

BHDA Oral History Project

We are pleased to announce that our BHDA Board of
Directors has approved funding for an oral history
project that will document and archive stories and
recollections of residents in the historic district.
A Bit About Oral History
The oral tradition of conveying culture is as old
as human society. In modern times, the practice
of collecting oral histories took off in the 60s & 70s
when inexpensive tape recorders made it possible
to document the social unrest of the times. Oral
history is now a respected academic discipline with
recognized professional practices and standards.
Outside of academia, documenting the recollected
experiences of ordinary people has flourished, helped
in no small part by the popular StoryCorps series on
National Public Radio. Communities large and small
are launching oral history projects as a chronicle for
future generations.
The BHDA Oral History Project
This project was inspired by the realization that
people who meant a lot to our neighborhood were
moving out of the district or passing away and taking
with them valued knowledge of life in our special
community. A group of neighborhood women (Cheryl
Dougan, Andeep Singh, Dayna Plocus, Barbara
Pearson and Barbara Diamond) developed The BHDA
Oral History Project in order to capture the important
stories of cherished neighbors before it is too late.
This project will honor our long-standing residents,
contribute an important historic record of life here,
and strengthen connections in our community. We
will use video and audio interviews, supplemented by
digitized photos, to create an archive of the historic
district as told by our more senior residents and those
who have contributed significantly to Bethlehem.
We are fortunate that among our neighbors is
a professional documentary filmmaker, Andeep
Singh. Andeep, who holds a Master’s degree from
Columbia University, is a television and film producer
with credits at some of the biggest networks in the

country, including ABC, NBC, PBS, and A&E. She
recently completed production on the feature-length
documentary film, Living the Fantasy, which follows
the lives of six high-stakes fantasy football players.
Andeep is generously donating her time to film and
edit the interviews. The modest cost of the project,
primarily related to equipment rental and video
storage, is being funded by BHDA.
In keeping with BHDA’s mission to promote the
historical ambiance and high quality of life in our
unique neighborhood by supporting the preservation
and restoration of original architectural features and
landscapes, our interviews will include questions
about the history and architectural changes to
interviewees’ homes. The interviews will be edited
and any associated photos or documents will
provide rich content for our newsletter, website and
historic institutions in Bethlehem. The project will be
conducted using principles and best practices of the
Oral History Association.
We plan to do fifteen interviews initially and would
like to begin with residents who have lived here the
longest and whose recollections can tell us more
about past life in the neighborhood. If you would
like to participate in the project as an interviewee,
would like to propose someone to be interviewed or
participate as an interviewer, please contact Barbara
Diamond (bhdiamond2@aol.com/ 691-8269) for
further information.
We hope you are as excited as we are about
the project. Memories of and by the people who
helped shape the life of our neighborhood will
be an important source of information about the
physical and social evolution of Bethlehem. As in
ancient times, the listening and sharing of stories will
bind generations and provide continuity for future
generations to know and enjoy.
Barbara Diamond

SEE INSIDE FOR:

Sidewalk Sale Form, Pg. 6
Musikfest Parking Permit, Pg. 7
REVISED Grant Reimbursements, Pg. 6
New Member Registration Form, Pg. 7
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At Large

Message from the president
Dear Neighbors,
The BHDA has been busy this year! We have
a volunteer who has been developing a new
website and revamping the Facebook page. A
group of volunteers have been working on an Oral
History Project of the district. Both of these items
are detailed in the newsletter.
The Board of Directors has been reviewing the
Homeowner Grant Program, including Sidewalk
Tree Trimming & Removal; Street Tree Planting;
Sidewalk Repair; and Lighting. We are happy to
be able to increase the reimbursable amounts
for the homeowner grants. The details of the
updated grant program are included on page 4 of
the newsletter. This information will also be on
the website, which will be up and running later in
June.

Mike Schweder (2015-2017) js1259@att.com
Will Carpenter (2016-2018) will.carpenter@rcn.com
Jean Theman (2014-2016) jean.theman@gmail.com
Genevieve Marcon (2014-2016)
genevieve_marcon@hotmail.com

It’s not too late to become a member of the BHDA
for 2016. A membership form can be found on
page 7 of the newsletter. Membership allows you
to obtain a parking permit for Musikfest (see page
7) and participant in the neighborhood sidewalk
sale (see page 6).

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

We would love to have more of our neighbors get
involved with the BHDA. If you are interested in
volunteering, please contact me.

Holiday House Tour
Needs Chair

Lighting Grant Program
Will Carpenter will.carpenter@rcn.com

Musikfest Parking
Emily Schenkel

Newsletter Editor
Becky Wendahl bhdanews@gmail.com

Feel free to contact me with any suggestions,
comments, or concerns.
Jennifer Rowe Hawk
President, BHDA Board of Directors
bhda1989@gmail.com

Social Events
Mary Lou Mayberry fmayberry2006@rcn.com

Webmaster & Facebook Manager
Dayna Plocus bhdawebsite@gmail.com

Welcome (New Neighbor)
Jean Theman jean.theman@gmail.com

Tree Grant Program
Scott Hawk bhda1989@gmail.com

If you are interested in joining a
committee, please contact that
committee’s chair
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IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN
ATTENDING MONTHLY
BOARD MEETINGS,
PLEASE CONTACT

bhda1989@gmail.com
for dates and times of scheduled
meetings

Mission: The Bethlehem Historic District Association, founded in 1989, promotes the historical ambiance and high quality of life in our
unique neighborhood by supporting the preservation and restoration of original architectural features and landscapes.

HISTORIC PRESERVATION
Respecting A Communityt 's Past

While Planning For The Future

On May 5, 2016 several residents of the Bethlehem
Historic District attended a conference on “Historic
Preservation: Respecting a Community’s Past While
Planning its Future.” The conference was sponsored
by the South Bethlehem Historic Organization in
partnership with several other south side organizations.
Given the many issues Bethlehem has faced over the past
year, both on the south and north side of town, it was a
great overview of the various components of successful
historical preservation while at the same time ensuring
the livability and economic viability of a city.
Cory R. Kegerise, the Community Preservation Coodinator,
Eastern Region, Pennsylvania Historic Preservation and
Museum Commission made
a presentation entitled
“Putting the Pieces Together:
Making
Preservation
Happen Through Good
Planning
and
Policy”
emphasized that change
happens and is necessary.
It is the degree of change
and how it’s implemented
that’s important. Diversity
in the age, style, size and
type of buildings is critical
in successful neighborhoods and older buildings have
value beyond aesthetic or historical value. He highlighted
change can best be managed when the community’s
overall intent (what they want and need), it’s resources
and enabling environment are well aligned and work
together. However, there are often gaps in these areas
including conflicts between building codes, community
policies, preservation ordinances, zoning codes and
economic planning,
Erin Hammerstedt, Field Representative, Preservation
Pennsylvania, made a presentation entitled “ New
Construction in Historic Districts – Recognizing Sense
of Place; New Design Factors to be Considered; Striking
a Balance: Different but Compatible.” She reviewed
several architectural concepts in considering new
construction or rehabilitation in historic districts.
With respect to new construction she noted that
identifying and preserving character defining features
allows for change to accommodate the historic feel.
She emphasized considering the sense of place and
ensuring the new design strikes a balance between
“different” but “compatible.” She reviewed several factors
to consider in striking this balance and stated that form,
scale and massing were most important. If they were
wrong, architectural details alone would not achieve

compatibility. She also reviewed other architectural
styles and features that would make new construction
more compatible, including rhythm/fenestration (floor
heights, window size and placement, etc.) materials,
texture, color, durability, repairability, and ancillary
features. She reviewed the various ways communities
have approached the different but compatible concept
– Literal replication, invention within a style, abstract
reference and intentional opposition.
Karen Beck Pooley, PhD Senior Associate, czb, LLC (a
neighborhood planning firm) and Adjunct Professor at
Lehigh University made a presentation entitled “The
Value of Historic Preservation in the Revitalization
of Urban Neighborhoods.” She reviewed successful
preservation efforts and how they helped revitalize
their urban neighborhoods. She mentioned Alexandria,
VA, Lafayette Square in St. Louis, Mexican War Streets
in Pittsburgh, Cumberland, MD, Mt. Airy, PA and
Charleston, SC. The intersection between economic
development versus historical preservation and what
attracts people to a community was the main focus of
her presentation.
Many towns are
increasingly focusing
on how to make their
community a place people
will want to be and live
and that in turn will attract
business to relocate there.
People are attracted
to walkable cities with
interesting streetscapes,
multiple civic amenities,
humane architecture,
human scale and neighborhood diversity.
To generate diversity a city needs multiple primary
focuses, blocks that are short, buildings varying in age
and condition, and thus produce varying economic
yield, and dense concentration of people. For diversity
to flourish cities need a mingling of high, middling,
low and no yield enterprises. An area with only new
buildings can accommodate only tenants who can pay
the high costs of new construction. Aged buildings
provide authenticity and allow for low yield incubator
space for new businesses, which are essential to provide
vitality and affordability.
Historic preservation is a key way for cities to compete
for visitors and residents as it allows the city to build
on a humane scale and create more visually interesting
urban streetscapes. She briefly discussed how some
communities, like Charleston, SC, have been working
to balance the desirability they have created and the
affordability of the area to allow current, long term
residents, to remain part of the tapestry of the community.
Jill Schennum, PhD, Chair, Dept. of Sociology,
Anthropology and Economics, County College of
Morris (NJ) made a presentation entitled “Why Preserve
Bethlehem’s SouthSide: The Communities and the Mills.”
(See page 4 to continue)

Mission: The Bethlehem Historic District Association, founded in 1989, promotes the historical ambiance and high quality of life in our
unique neighborhood by supporting the preservation and restoration of original architectural features and landscapes.
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(Historic Preservation, continued from page 3)

Jill, who is a cultural anthropologist, reviewed her 10-year research effort with the United Steelworkers in South
Bethlehem. She briefly reviewed the history of the south side including the various waves of immigrants who relocated
to the south side, the importance of the steel plant and the various people who worked there. She emphasized historic
preservation must also include accurate historic interpretation and noted that there is often pressure to eliminate or
sanitize historic interpretations.
As part of the conference Erin Hammerstedt reviewed the purpose of Preservation Pennsylvania and encouraged
everyone to look at their new website (preservationpa.org) and to sign up for their electronic newsletter which is great
for networking.
By Dorothy Stephenson & Barbara Diamond

RESTORATION RESOURCES: THE FABLAB
511 E. Third Street, Bethlehem

Northampton County Community College’s Fab Lab is an
informal workshop that offers public access to: a stateof-the-art woodworking shop, a metal-working facility,
a plastics lab, an audio lab, and a technology lab that
uses lasers for cutting, engraving, and inlaying. While
resin casting and laser cutting may seem daunting for
the average person, the staff at the Fab Lab, including
the Historic District’s own Jeffrey Boerner and Bob Blum,
offer group classes as well as individual instruction and
general project assistance.
The Fab Lab prides itself on being an unpretentious
workspace with a can-do attitude where anyone,
whether expert or complete novice, can create just about
anything with wood, metal, and plastic. The day that I
visited the Fab Lab, I met a bride-to-be who was making
wooden boxes for her bridal party as well as a young
man who was making a custom cabinet. I also got to
see some examples of previous projects including wine
glasses that had been laser engraved for an event at the
library, inlaid jewelry boxes and humidors made with
exotic woods, and even resin icicles that were being sent
to Dubai. Soon, the Fab Lab will even manufacture the

historic date plaques for our neighborhood.
The Fab Lab is a great resource for home restoration and
renovation projects. The staff can help you with many
old house repairs such as recreating moldings and other
architectural elements, building wood storm windows,
metal repair, casting impossible to find replacement
parts, and even cabinet-making. With modern machines
such as CNC routers, 3D printers, and laser cutters,
professional
quality repairs
that were
previously
challenging
and labor
intensive for
the average
homeowner
are now quick,
easy and even
fun!
For more information or to schedule a complimentary
tour, visit the Fab Lab’s website, https://www.fablabs.io/
nccfablab.
You’ll be amazed at what you can make!

Get Ready for the Fall
Neighborhood Sidewalk Sale
On September 17th, the BHDA will hold their annual one-day
neighborhood Fall Sidewalk Sale. Now is the time to start gathering
items you’d like to sell. The registration form is included this
newsletter. Your registration fee helps to underwrite advertising
and printing costs. You will receive a street map highlighting all
the participating homes and a description of the items that are
available for sale. These maps should be given to your customers
to help them locate all the 20+ participating homes. This sale is
open to all Historic District residents, but BHDA members receive
a reduced rate as part of their membership. See page 6 for your
registration form!
Contact me with any questions at: jean.theman@gmail.com
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Dayna Plocus

BHDA Membership Drive!

Already we have increased our
membership from this time last year
by 8 households. Let's keep up the
momentum by asking neighbors and
offering membership forms (available in
this newsletter on page 7). Additionally,
there has been a significant increase in
BHDA Grant reimbursements so please be
sure to let neighbors know of this great
opportunity that would show immediate
returns as a member of the BHDA!

Mission: The Bethlehem Historic District Association, founded in 1989, promotes the historical ambiance and high quality of life in our
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HISTORIC PLAQUES AVAILABLE SOON
This summer, the
BHDA will again offer
historic plaques for
your home or business
in the historic district.
Detailed information
will be available on the
new website. In the meantime, please contact
us at plaques@bhda.org for more information.
We’re also looking for volunteers for the Plaque
Committee. Whether you would like to research
homes or assist with general tasks, we would
appreciate the help!

Website Survey Results

THANK YOU to everyone who participated in our first
ever online survey. We received 48 responses that told
us the following:
30% of respondents have lived in the historic
district for 20 years or more
38% have lived here 5 years or less
94% want information on historical
preservation/restoration
67% want to hear about volunteer opportunities
60% want to receive crime and safety alerts
60% want to know about local events
46% want information on local businesses
We also received great suggestions for new features to
be added to the website such as special section with
information tailored to new residents.

Look for the new site to be launched
sometime in June. Dayna Plocus

The BHDA Board of Directors has worked diligently to revise grant reimbursements. We
encourage all BHDA members to consider checking out the updated grant opportunities!
Since 2011, the BHDA Board of
Directors has approved various
grants as incentives to improve
the neighborhood within the
Historic District. Four Grants are
available to all homeowners, who
may apply for one grant in each
category annually. Grants are not
available to owners of commercial
properties or to institutions. Nonmembers who are residents of
the district may apply, however,
a $40.00 processing fee will be
deducted from the grant total. All
grants are subject to availability of
funds and Board approval.
The following documentation
must be presented with the grant
application: copy of the certificate
of appropriateness showing HARB
approval, if required; city permit,
if required; and a copy of the paid
invoice.

INCREASED REIMBURSEMENT STANDARDS
FOR BHDA GRANTS
Grant One: Street Tree Trimming and Removal

BHDA will reimburse 50% of the cost, up to $1000.00 per tree, subject to
BHDA Board approval. An additional $250.00 may be approved for stump
grinding.

Grant Two: Street Tree Replacement

BHDA will reimburse up to $400.00 per tree, subject to BHDA Board approval. Additional information regarding the Tree Program can be found
on the BHDA website (bhda.org). Trees that die due to homeowner neglect are not eligible for replacement.

Grant Three: Sidewalk Repair

BHDA will reimburse 50% of the cost, up to $5,000.00, subject to BHDA
Board approval, with special consideration given to corner properties. The
term ‘sidewalk’ will be determined by the city’s definition.

Grant Four: Exterior Lighting

BHDA will reimburse 50% of the cost up to $1000.00 for the entire project (installation and fixture), subject to BHDA Board approval. The lighting must cast light on a sidewalk or public way. Also, 100% of the cost of
lighting controls and their installation (timers and motion detectors).

Mission: The Bethlehem Historic District Association, founded in 1989, promotes the historical ambiance and high quality of life in our
unique neighborhood by supporting the preservation and restoration of original architectural features and landscapes.
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Out
&
About

VENTURE ACADEMY 2016

Join our neighbors Ron Yoshida, Norman Girardot, Frank Shipman, and Tony Viscardi, as
they participate in a series of 6 lectures, through
The Lehigh Valley Charter High School For The Arts.
Scheduled to begin July 7th through August 16th. For more information:
http://www.charterarts.org/venture-academy-2016-adults/
Bethlehem Fine Arts Commission Presents: Free Concerts in the Sculpture Garden

Blueberry Festival

Saturday July 16, 10-7
and Sunday July 17, 10-6.
Annual Blueberry Festival
at Burnside Plantation.
Come out for family
fun events including
entertainment, food,
live demonstrations and
craft vendors. Please
visit the website at www.
historicbethlehem.org for
more information.

6:00 - 8:00 pm
June 10 – Craig Thatcher Acoustic Band
Classic rock, blues standards, and original tunes will kick off the concert series.
June 17 – Lehigh Valley Folk Music Society
This eclectic blend of folk music will be followed by a ukulele jam open to all. Bring
a uke if you have one!
June 24 – Charlie Brown’s Notorious Groove
You’ll be grooving in the garden to some old-school R&B, funk, jazz and Motown
tunes.
July 8 – The Monkeephiles
We’ll all be “daydream believers” at this faithful tribute to the music and fun of the
Monkees!
July 15 – Hector Rosado y su Orquesta Hache
The concert series will close with salsa, merengue and Latin jazz – including
a group dance lesson for anyone who wants to salsa!

10 Things to do in the
Lehigh Valley
weekly email: enews@lvb.com

Historic Bethlehem
Museums & Sites Events:
http://historicbethlehem.org/

What's Going on in Bethlehem:
City of Bethlehem, weekly email:
emilyk@lehighvalleychamber.org

BHDA 2016 FALL SIDEWALK SALE
Saturday, September 17, 2016
8:00 am - 3:00 pm

Check One:

Member
Non-Member - $20.00 Fee

Amount Enclosed:
$___________________

Name: _________________________________ Email: ________________________________ Phone: _________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Nearest Side Street______________________________________________________________________________________________

DEADLINE: Return this application no later than Friday, August 26th.

Please include:
This completed form;
Your check, payable to: BHDA Sidewalk Sale, P.O. Box 1952, Bethlehem, PA 18016.
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Join the Bethlehem Historic District Association
BHDA MEMBERSHIP FORM

2016

ALL residents are eligible to join the BHDA and take part in our social
activities as well as our neighborhood improvement efforts.
2016 BHDA Membership - Please make your $20 check payable to: BHDA MEMBERSHIP; mail
to: P. O. Box 1952, Bethlehem, PA 18016. Annual dues cover a one-year period, January 1,
2016 through December 31, 2016.
New Member

Renewing Member

Name(s):______________________________________________________________________________
Address:_______________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Phone:__________________________________Email:________________________________________

I would like to volunteer: YES___, please contact me.
Lighting Program
Newsletter

Sidewalk Sale
Socials

Tree Program
Holiday House Tour 2017

Volunteer Coordinator

As a member you are eligible for our newly revised Grant reimbursement opportunities for sidewalk repair, tree
removal/replacement, and exterior lighting!

Musikfest Parking Permit 2016
Friday, August 5th - Sunday, August 14th

Check One:

Member:
Non-Member:

1 Permit $5.00

2 Permits $10.00

1 Permit $10.00

2 Permits $20.00

Name(s): ______________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Phone: _______________________________________________ Email: ________________________________________________
License Plare: #1 _________________________________

#2 ____________________________________________________

Deadline: Return no later than July 28th. Please include:
Completed form;
A self-addressed, stamped RETURN envelope;
Check, payable to BHDA Musikfest Parking Permit, P.O. Box 1952, Bethlehem, PA 18016
Mission: The Bethlehem Historic District Association, founded in 1989, promotes the historical ambiance and high quality of life in our
unique neighborhood by supporting the preservation and restoration of original architectural features and landscapes.
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Historic Hotel Bethlehem is the social gathering hot spot for Bethlehem Historic District Association Members.
Join us for dinner or a cocktail and you’re sure to enjoy it.
Connect with your downtown neighbors by visiting the shops and restaurants throughout the year.
Support the businesses in the Historic Bethlehem District.
Shop. Dine. Local.

Upcoming Downtown Bethlehem Events
BHDA Members Exclusive Offer

Enjoy 15% off Dinner in
1741 on the Terrace
Valid through July 31, 2016

Not valid on the purchase of alcoholic beverages
Cannot be combined with other offers
Not valid for Sunday Brunch
***black out dates may apply***
437 Main Street · Downtown Bethlehem · 610.625.2219
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1. Tunes at Twilight — 5/5/16 to 7/21/16

Every Thursday a free community concert series at
the Sun Inn Courtyard

2. Historic Bethlehem Summer Restaurant Week — 6/26/16 to
7/2/16
Prix Fixe multi-course menus for lunch & dinner.

3. Penn State Lehigh Valley Day — 7/30/16

A day where Downtown Bethlehem businesses unite to conquer
pediatric cancer!

4. Harvest Festival — 10/8/16

Come celebrate the Harvest season with us from 11-5 on Main Street.
Purchase tickets for beer tasting, enjoy live music, and visit nearly 30
vendors!

For more information, visit - www.downtownbethlehemassociation.com
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