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There was a time when you couldn’t talk about Bethlehem 
without mention of Bethlehem Steel. Once the nation’s 
second-largest steel producer, it shuttered its hometown mill 
in 1995, marking the end of an industrial era.
More than 20 years later the city has managed to reinvent 

itself while holding on to its 
history. The 10- acre mill site, 
now called SteelStacks, is an 
arts venue for concerts, film 

screenings, and festivals, including Musikfest, a 10-day event 
that is one of the country’s largest free music happenings.
While it scores high on charm, Bethlehem also stands 
out by many practical measures. Retirees get plenty of 
income tax breaks, including no state tax on SocialSecurity 
benefits or retirement accounts of any kind. While local 
property tax rates are higher than average, the sales tax 
is among the lowest in the nation. Health care is superb. 
St. Luke’s University Hospital, a level 1 trauma center, has 
been recognized as one of the nation’s top cardiovascular 
hospitals.
Tom Stine and his wife, Lenore, both 60, traded their large 
house in the country for a townhouse near the redeveloped 
1,800-acre Bethlehem Steel site. “The south side of the 
river is very bohemian,” says Stine, citing Lehigh University 
and an eclectic mix of restaurants. On the north side is the 
historic district, with cobblestone streets and buildings 
dating back to the mid-1700s.   (Cont. on page 3)
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THE BEST PLACES TO RETIRE Sarah Max, Money Magazine

Bethlehem, Pennslvania: Why It Wins

(photo by Bethlehem resident, Alane Nebbia)

Population over age 55:   31%
Median home price:   $153,000

Average property tax:   $4,082
Top income tax rate:   3.07%

AT A GLANCE (POP. 75,393)
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Message froM the president
Dear Neighbors,

BHDA membership continues to grow, with over 160 
households represented.   Our 2017 membership drive 
is beginning.  I strongly encourage you to become a 
member, or renew your membership.  The $20 annual 
membership fee guarantees that you will be invited to our 
neighborhood socials and allows you to take advantage of 
our homeowner grant program, Musikfest parking, and 
sidewalk sale.
Mark your calendars for the BHDA Annual Meeting, 
which will be held on Sunday, January 29, 2017 at 
Trinity Episcopal Church, 44 E. Market Street, from 
5:00-7:00 p.m.  The annual meeting, including pot 
luck dinner, is open to all members of the BHDA - 
new members are welcome and encouraged to attend!   
Payments for membership can be made at the meeting, 
or you can send in the membership form found in this 
newsletter.   Hope to see you there!
Have you ever considered becoming involved in the 
BHDA?   As current Board members reach the end 
of their terms, now is your chance to get involved in 
our neighborhood organization.   Board members will 
be approved at the annual meeting in January.  Please 
contact me for more information and to get answers to 
your questions.

Feel free to contact me with any suggestions, 
comments, or concerns.

Jennifer Rowe Hawk
President, BHDA Board of Directors
bhda1989@gmail.com
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Have you been hearing buzz about a grocery store opening 
in downtown Bethlehem? Many of your historic district 

neighbors have been joining the Bethlehem Food Co-Op to 
help address this crucial need in our community. The Co-Op 
is working to open a full-service, community-owned grocery 
store downtown—a different solution from a CSA (where you 
receive a weekly share of products) or a farmers’ market (which 
is typically held weekly, outdoors, during the growing season). 
The store will provide a wide selection of grocery products—
suitable for your weekly shopping needs—with an emphasis on 
local, sustainable, humane and natural food systems. 

As a cooperative, member-owners have a democratic 
voice in how the business is run, including the ability to 
elect or serve on the board and vote on other important 

business matters. While the store will be open to the public 
for shopping, member-owners benefit from a variety of 
perks, such as discounts (within the Co-Op and at other 
local businesses), access to unique educational offerings, and 
patronage dividends in profitable years. 

The Bethlehem Food Co-Op is currently owned by 350 
households who have made one-time equity payments of 
$300. A real estate committee has recently formed to evaluate 
potential sites for the store. Next steps in the development 
plan include a site specific market study and capital campaign. 
Throughout all of this work, continued membership growth is 
a necessity to make the store a reality. 

For more information or to join your neighbors as a Co-
Op member, please visit www.bethlehemfood.coop.

WHAT ELSE IS GREAT:   (Cont. from page 1, The Best Places to Retire).
The city has benefited from an influx of artists and professionals as well as retirees. “Bethlehem has grown because of a resurgence of 
people who want to live in walkable and safe downtowns,” says Don Cunningham, who was mayor when the steel mill closed and is 
now CEO of the Lehigh Valley Economic Development Corp.
Residents can easily get by with one car, thanks to a compact layout and network of cycling and pedestrian paths. “I don’t drive for 
weeks at a time,” Stine notes. That said, it’s a short jaunt to the Pocono Mountains, less than an hour to the north, or the New Jersey 
Shore a couple of hours east. New York City, 80 miles away, is also an easy day trip.

A Full-Service Grocery Store  
Coming to Downtown Bethlehem  

Community Owned,  
Community Loved.

Become a member-owner today!
www.bethlehemfood.coop 

Community owned, Community Loved:  
Bethlehem Food Co-Op to Open Grocery Store in Downtown Bethlehem
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WELCOME COMMITTEE NEWS
The BHDA Board would like to welcome Alane Nebbia as the new Chair of the BHDA Welcome Committee.  Please join us in 

welcoming Alane to this new role.

The Welcome Committee is responsible for reaching out to new homeowners in the Historic District 
and welcoming them to the neighborhood on behalf of the BHDA.  As the new Chairperson, Alane  
proposed enhancing the program to include a small gift bag with goodies and coupons from area 
merchants.  The first deliveries were made in August and the response has been very favorable. If you see or 
hear of any new homeowners that have moved in recently, please contact Alane at: welcome@bhda.org.

LUMINARIA NIGHT DECEMBER 10th

On the night of Saturday, December 10, 
2016 our Historic district will join other 
neighborhoods in and around Bethlehem in the 
19th annual LUMINARIA NIGHT sponsored by 
New Bethany Ministries.  LUMINARIA NIGHT 
is a beautiful and enchanted evening when homes 
in the neighborhood line their sidewalks with 
luminary white bags holding votive candles in 
sand.

LUMINARIA NIGHT was first organized by a small group of 
women from northeast Bethlehem.  They sought a meaningful 
way to illuminate their neighborhood during the holiday season 
and to unite neighbors in helping people less fortunate.  From 
that modest beginning 19 years ago,  participation has increased 
to over 3,500 homes and the total raised last year exceeded 
$82,000.

The proceeds from the sale of the luminaries go to New Bethany 
Ministries of Bethlehem.  With these monies they are creating 
opportunities for a secure future for the homeless, hungry, poor 
and mentally ill in our community.

Each Luminaria Kit contains 10 white bags, 10 votive candles 
and sand for the bags.  The cost of the first kit is $10.00 and 
each additional kit is $5.00.   Twenty-one of your neighbors, 
volunteering as block captains, will be dropping off invitations 

in early November to order kits.  For more information, contact 
Mary Lou or Frank Mayberry.

TRADITIONAL WHITE LIGHTS AND A 
CANDLE IN THE WINDOW

For those that have lived in the Historic District for the 
holiday season you are aware that residents decorate their homes 
with candles in the windows and outside decorations that are 
enhanced with white lights. 

For those new to the neighborhood this tradition of candles in 
the window goes back to a cold Christmas Eve in 1741 – the night 
Bethlehem was named – when a group of early Moravian settlers 
gathered together in a small log house.  They placed symbolic 
white candles in each window to guide the footsteps of the infant 
Jesus, a custom the settlers brought with 
them from Saxony.

As residents of the Historic District 
you are encouraged to observe this 
longstanding tradition to guide and 
welcome family, friends and visitors to 
Historic Bethlehem as we celebrate this 
holiday season.

The period of illumination begins at dusk 
on the first Sunday following Thanksgiving, November 27. 

With Our Appreciation:
The BHDA Welcome Committee would like to express its sincere gratitude to the following merchants 
and service providers for participating in the new Welcome Bag program.  Their generous donations 

are just another example of the great community spirit that exists within the historic district, and 
introduces new homeowners to some of the many wonderful goods and services that are available so 

close to their new doorstep.

Historic Hotel Bethlehem
Just Born, Inc.
Moravian Book Shop
Seasons Olive Oil & Vinegar Taproom

Steel Fitness Riverport
The Chocolate Lab
The Granola Factory

➺
➺
➺

➺
➺

➺
➺🤝 🤝
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Enhance the historical ambiance of our neighborhood  with a date plaque for your 
home or business in Bethlehem’s Historic District. The cost for a plaque is $25 for 
BHDA Members and $45 for non-members. This cost covers the production of 
your plaque and does not include research or installation. 
To apply for a plaque, please visit www.bhda.org/plaques for more information 
and to download printable versions of application materials including the Guide 
to Researching Your Home. If you have any questions, please contact the Plaque 
Committee at plaques@bhda.org.

Historical Plaques Available Now

These are just a few of the gems we have learned about our neighborhood and neighbors, including John Guranach and Johanna 
Bees, who participated in the oral history project in recent months. It is a great pleasure to listen and imagine what life was like 
in a quieter time. Both John and Johanna spoke fondly of a time when you didn’t need a car; everything you needed was within 
walking distance. So many of our new neighbors cite a “walkable downtown” as one of the things that attracted them to move to 
the historic district. Maybe we are coming full circle.      By Barbara Diamond

Did you know that…

During WWII, when Bethlehem Steel was booming 
night and day, our neighborhood was showered 
with so much soot that people had to sweep off their 
houses, cars, and porches every day.

At one time, there was a reflecting pool on the south 
side of the library that was filled in because kids kept 
putting soap in it to make mountains of bubbles.

Wall Street was a single lane road that was only paved 
in the middle. Large shade trees grew in the edges of 
the street. You can still see a remnant of that time – a 
lone horse chestnut tree near the corner of New Street.

The Moravian King’s Daughters Home at 61 W. Market 
St. was originally built as a Lehigh fraternity house. 

During the war, people hung different colored stars in 
their windows signifying that people in the household 
were serving in the military. 

There was a stable on 8th Avenue where riders could 
take horses on an extensive network of trails, including 
one that led to the Spring Valley Inn for a bite to eat. 

The Myers Building at 525 Main St. had an elevator 
that was run by a water motor.

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

Q

A Few Bits oF orAl History Project triviA

This is a timely topic for public 
discussion as we wait for the 

final shoe to drop (or not) on the FBI 
investigation of Mayor Pawlowski’s 
administration, which has already resulted 
in multiple convictions and prison terms for some of his top 
officials. It seems that hardly a day goes by that we don’t read 
about corrupt or at least unethical behavior by public officials. 
Although the problem seems pervasive it is not inevitable. The 
good news is that there are things we as citizens and the public 
officials who represent us can do to reduce the incidents of 
corruption and scandal that plague so many cities.

The Town Hall will feature a panel with expertise in various 
aspects of government ethics with a focus on what can be 
done at the local level where it is particularly important to 
have a robust ethics program in place. This is because the 

local level is where many politicians are first exposed to weak 
ethical environments, learn bad habits, misplaced loyalty, a 
special sense of entitlement, and then take those behaviors on 
to higher office. The Town Hall panelists are: Leigh Chapman, 
Esq. Director of Policy, PA Department of State; Brian Jacisin, 
Esq. Director of Investigations, PA Ethics Commission; J. 
Shane Creamer, Esq. Executive Director, Philadelphia Board of 
Ethics; Michael Cooke, Esq. Philadelphia Board of Ethics; and 
Julio Guridy, Allentown City Council.

I hope you will mark you calendars for this important 
event and join the discussion about what we can do to insure 

that Bethlehem becomes a model of good government in 
Pennsylvania.

A Town Hall Meeting On 
Creating an Environment for Ethical Local Government 

Thursday, November 17th 
Doors open at 6:30 pm, begins at 7:00 pm

Bethlehem City Hall 
Sponsored by The Northampton County League of Women Voters

ANNOUNCING:
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Are you aware that, if you have old windows, traditional metal weatherstrip can reduce your heating bill by as much as 25%? It’s 
true. Weatherstrip can also reduce noise infiltration by up to 30 decibels! So, why don’t we use it more often? I’m not entirely sure, but 
it might have to do with the fact that it looks complicated to install. It does take a little practice, but the benefits are definitely worth it. 

There are two main varieties of metal weatherstrip on the market today: spring bronze and interlocking metal. The spring bronze 
weatherstrip is easier to install and less expensive. The interlocking metal style, usually made of zinc or bronze, is more difficult to 
work with and more expensive, but it allows for greater seasonal fluctuations resulting in a smoother window operation (no more 
stuck windows during the summer). And, in my opinion, it looks a lot nicer. I ordered samples from several manufacturers and found 
that Accurate Metal Weatherstrip, Inc., in business since 1898, offered exactly what we needed and seemed to be the best quality with 
the thickest metal. 
Here are a few tips for working with metal weatherstrip:

- If you don’t have one already, buy a nail holder. Trust me, your fingers will thank you.
- Don’t be intimidated by the multitudes of weatherstrip shapes and sizes. If you need help deciding which is best for your 

situation, contact the manufacturer for advice.
- Cutting weatherstrip can be tricky, but there are many videos online to show you how it’s done. Your first few cuts probably 

won’t be beautiful and that’s completely normal. There’s a significant learning curve with this.
- Traditionally, copper-plated steel nails were used to secure weatherstrip; however, solid bronze nails are now available.
- When installing heavy-gauge weatherstrip, you may need to make a pilot hole with an awl so that the nails don’t bend.
- Never paint weatherstrip. This can cause doors and windows to “stick.”

If anyone would like to borrow our weatherstrip samples, send me an email at admin@bhda.org.

The BHDA would like to welcome Patricia (Patti) Lowcher as the new Chair of the BHDA Holiday House Tour Committee.  
Patti and her husband, Alan, moved into the historic district in May 2016.  Alan is a real estate and land development attorney 
licensed in New Jersey and Pennsylvania.  Patricia works at Le Petit 
Provence and is a jewelry and accessory consultant doing business as 
Patricia Ann Collections.  

They have three grown children:  Jason, married to Justine, is a 
doctoral candidate at Johns Hopkins University; Kevin, single, works 
in the hotel and hospitality industry in Vancouver, BC; and Lauren, 
married to William, is the Development Coordinator for ArtsQuest.  Alan 
volunteers as a college trustee and is also a member of the Lincoln Society 
of New York and several historical associations.  

Patti volunteers at an Easton soup kitchen running the clothing 
outreach. Alan and Patti have been coming to Bethlehem for years to 
enjoy the history, culture, music and restaurants.  They fell in love with the historic district and are busy renovating their High 
Street home.   Their neighbors have been warm and welcoming and they look forward to growing old together in Historic 
Bethlehem.  

It may seem strange to think about Christmas with the 
recent 80 degree weather – especially Christmas next 
year – but a lot of preparation goes into the Holiday 
House Tour which is on hiatus in 2016 but returns 
in 2017.   The Tour is the premier event benefiting 
the BHDA and it would not be possible without the 
generous assistance of volunteers.  As many of you 
know, committees handle specific aspects of the Tour 

and it is never too early to reach out to the friends and 
neighbors with an interest in serving on one or more 
of the committees.  An informational meeting will be 
held on November 17th, to provide an overview of the 
Holiday House Tour 2017 and for committee sign-ups.  
For more information (and to assist in developing a 
head count) please contact Patricia Lowcher, Chair, 
Holiday House Tour 2017 at housetour@bhda.org.

INTRODUCING THE NEW HOLIDAY HOUSE TOUR CHAIR

Holiday House Tour 2017

Restoration Resources: Metal Weatherstrip for Doors and Windows
by Dayna Plocus
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FEATURE Getting to know our neighbors

Renzo Dougan Viscardi, who likes to be called Ren or Renzo, has lived in 
Bethlehem since 1992, when he and his parents, Cheryl Dougan and 

Tony Viscardi, moved from Atlanta, GA; he was 7 years old.  He attended Moravian 
Academy middle school where he was a popular student and enjoyed Lacrosse, soccer, 
music, and writing poetry. 
When Ren was 14 years old he experienced cardiac arrest in gym class.  His heart stopped 
beating for a period of time, causing a lack of oxygen to his brain.  He remained in a deep 
coma for one month and in the hospital for nearly four months.  Although he now has 
significant physical disabilities, he is very cognizant and clearly remembers his life before 

his trauma. 
He just celebrated his birthday on October 25th, when he 
turned 33 years old.  Residing in his own home, with 24/7 
support from companions such as Jenn, who has supported 
him for nearly 16 years, and Amy, his team leader, Renzo 
enjoys his independence and the many activities that keep 
him busy daily. 
He loves to play guitar and owns a unique collection.  
Listening to music by Bob Dylan, the Beatles, and the 
Grateful Dead, to name a few, is one of the ways he like to 
spend his free time.  Getting out and about at the BHDA 
Neighborhood Socials, catching a movie or  free concert 
at the SteelStacks, and taking walks in the neighborhood 
with his companions are just some of the ways he likes feel 

part of the community.  His hope is that some of the sidewalks would be made more 
easily wheelchair accessible for his motorized wheelchair so he wouldn’t need to use 
the alleyways so much.  The author would like to remind everyone of the BHDA Grant 
program that offers reimbursement for sidewalk repair (among other grants available).
Renzo is a busy guy! He works at Martin Guitar one day a week (and has been working 

there for 14 years).  He also 
works out at Good Shepherd 
in their wheelchair accessible 
gym or at the Bethlehem 
Township Community Center, 
where he enjoys a swim and a steam in the sauna.  He rides 
horses one day a week at Equi-Librium Horse Center with their 
Equine Assisted Activity & Therapy (EAAT) program.  Renzo 
began his equestrian therapy 16 years ago while on a visit to 
Italy and it has played an important role in developing his 
stability.  He especially loves to travel to Italy  and has a special 
place in his heart for the warm and friendly people there.

Ren and life-long friend, Evan, 
visiting from Seattle, WA.

Ren with art therapy mosaic he made.

Ren with companions, Amy (left), and Jen, (right).

Renzo, age 12, playing his 
saxophone.
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Historic Hotel Bethlehem is the social gathering hot spot for Bethlehem Historic District Association Members.  
Visit The Shoppe this Christmas Season and find the perfect gift for anyone this year!  

 

Connect with your downtown neighbors by visiting the shops and restaurants throughout the year.  
Support the businesses in the Historic Bethlehem District.  

Shop. Dine. Local.  

 

 

Upcoming Events in 
Downtown Bethlehem  

1. Christmas City Village 
 - November 18 - 20 
 - November 25 - 27 
 - December 2- 4 
 - December 9 - 11 
 - December 16 - 18 

 

2. Holiday Cocktail Trail - November 19th  
 - Enjoy visiting businesses on Main & 
Broad Streets with a passport to try various  
“Holiday Cocktails” (for more information 
please visit the DBA’s website!)  

 

3.  Live Advent Calendar - December 1 - 23 
  - Every night 5:30pm outside the  
 Goundie House enjoy entertainment  
 provided by a different business each night! 

 
 

For more information, visit - 
www.getdowntownbethlehem.com 
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