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Collecting recipes for a church and school 
fundraising cookbook probably seems like 
something relegated to the past, especially in the 
days of the internet. Not so! Community 
cookbooks are back in vogue and online. So, with 
all of us staying home and burnishing our cooking 
skills, what better time than now to ?publish? a 
BHDA cookbook? But there?s a catch: you must use 
only the ingredients that are already in your 

pantry/ fridge/ freezer. No special shopping! 

Categories are: appetizers/  soups/  sides/  entrées/  
desserts. 

Please send them to: editor@bhda.org. We?ll collect 
them and ?publish? them at the end of the summer. 
Hopefully, we can enjoy some of these dishes at the 
Fall Social.

BHDA GOES "OLD SCHOOL"

EVENTS COMMITTEE UPDATE

My name is Krista Best. I have recently taken over 
the reins of the events committee from the very 
wonderful and capable Mary Lou and Frank 
Mayberry. I have huge shoes to fill and would like 
to thank them for all of the years of service to our 
community. When I was appointed in January, my 
plan had been to meet in May with the generous 
women, who offered to assist me, to plan our 
Mid-June Social. For obvious reasons, not only 

will we not be meeting this month but the summer 
social is still up in the air. I promise that we will 
get back to planning our next event as soon as 
there is some clarity about what the next few 
weeks will bring. We are not canceling yet? still 
hoping that we will see you all very soon! In the 
meantime, if you have any questions or would like 
to assist our committee in planning the future 
events, please contact me at klg_1998@yahoo.com.

Did you known that you can download ebooks 
from the public library? While we are in 
quarantine, the library is not open to the public, 
but they still offer digital lending and online 
programming. If you?d like to download reading 
materials, download the Libby App, which is 
available on almost all platforms, and then go to 

the BAPL site for instructions of how to download 
and borrow.

https:/ /www.bapl.org/e-books-and-audiobooks/

In addition to their website, they are on Facebook 
and Instagram. Follow them! They announce many 
of their offerings for other programs there.

LIBRARY UPDATE



Dear Friends and Neighbors, 

For many of us, we are living in unprecedented times.  Many, 
if not most, of us are too young to remember the Great 
Depression and World War II.  The youngest among us did 
not live through 9-11.  I don?t believe there is anyone among 
us who recalls the Spanish Flu epidemic that swept the world ? 
and our corner of it, Bethlehem ? in 1918.  However, as my 
friend Ed Gallagher, a/ k/a ?The Gadfly? has written, the newly 
incorporated City of Bethlehem came together to fight the 
good fight to get through that health crisis and we can and will 
do the same with the COVID-19 pandemic.  

Historic District residents in particular, but not exclusively, 
talk the talk and walk the walk of community.  We watch out 
for each other and help where and when can help.   With 
travel restrictions in place at least through April 30th, you?ve 
already checked on your at risk neighbors to make sure that 
they are OK and have lent a helping hand with grocery 
shopping, pharmacy runs or some other special need.  This is 
what we do as a community.   That being said, if anyone is in 
need, or knows of someone who is, please contact me by email 
at president@bhda.org) to be put in touch with a volunteer.  
WE GOT THIS COVERED!   

We will also look back on this time and reflect on what we did 
to get through it.  In the Lowcher house, we discovered that 
Patti does a great hair cut (only the gray hairs, mind you!).  My 
Mom is sharing stories from her youth during the Great 
Depression and World War II.  My son Kevin and daughter 
Lauren have really stepped up their culinary skills.  Son-in-law 
Billy is working on home projects.  I?ve found time to write a 
bit and soon I will try out my grandfather?s saxophone (he 
played in small clubs in the ?30?s to make some extra income).  I 
apologize in advance for what you hear when you walk by the 
house.  What I?ve also learned is how much we are social 
creatures and need that interaction with our fellow 
men/women.   Impromptu gatherings pop up on sidewalks 
and across streets.  (I never realized how many dogs there are 
in this neighborhood, either).  

Looking ahead to summer and a return to normalcy" - please 
check the BHDA webpages (www.bhda.org) for timely
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information.  More urgent matters will be sent via e-mail blast.  
Finally, for official news from the City of Bethlehem, please check 
www.bethlehem-pa.gov).   Consider signing up for e-mail notification 
of important meetings.  In the meantime, stay safe.  

Alan Lowcher

President   

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT CONTINUED

Hi Neighbors,

While I?m sheltering in place, I thought I?d take 
some time to update you on the Holiday House 
Tour 2020 (?HHT2020?).  COVID-19 continues to 
impact our lives in many ways and even though 
HHT2020 was approximately six months away 
many variables plague the viability of our ?little? 
community event. 

On Tuesday night, after examining the multitude 
of issues created by this pandemic, the Board 
elected to defer the Tour which was scheduled for 
December 12th until next year.  High on the list 
was the inability to truly socially distance in the 
narrow passages of our homes and the possibility 
of a resurgence of the virus across the Lehigh 
Valley this fall.   While we would like nothing 
more than to lift the community spirit during this 
time, we feel proceeding with the Tour is not best 
way to do so.  So, off to 2021 we go.  Those of you 
who had agreed to host, I hope that you will 
continue to plan on hosting in 2021. 

Pennsylvania will move into the yellow phase on 
June 5th and should the metrics demonstrate 
progress, counties will eventually slide back to 
relaxed social distancing in the green phase.  In 
anticipation of Bethlehem relaxing its restrictions, 

the Board is looking into offering a fun event for 
the BHDA Summer Social.  Stay tuned for an 
announcement as the restrictions lift.

While this ordeal plays itself out, remember that 
the Holiday House Tour is just one event that 
brings us together as a unique community.  Coretta 
Scott King once said, ?The greatness of a 
community is most accurately measured by the 
compassionate actions of its members.?  During 
this crisis I have personally witnessed such 
compassion and have been nourished by the special 
people that live in the Historic District.  I became 
ill on March 14th with many symptoms of 
COVID-19.  I received many well wishes, had 
groceries delivered to my stoop and enjoyed several 
meals which were left on our doorstep.  
Fortunately, I eventually received a ?negative? test 
result and after about a week I was feeling better.  
This was just another example of why my wife, 
Alane, and I are so grateful to live in this amazing 
neighborhood.  

Stay safe!

Mark Nebbia

HHT2020 Chairman

HOLIDAY HOUSE TOUR 2020 COVID-19 UPDATEHOLIDAY HOUSE TOUR 2020 COVID-19 UPDATE

http://www.bethlehem-pa.gov


By PATRICIA LOWCHER /  LAUREN AND WILLIAM STOY

?Shop Local? ? we?ve all heard it but it is more important than ever to put those words into practice. The 
BHDA teamed up with the Downtown Bethlehem Association to bring you contact information 
(https:/ / getdowntownbethlehem.com/support-local-merchants/ ) for the Hotel B, the Red Stag, 
restaurants, and other downtown establishments, offering curbside service for complete meals, beer, wine 
and more.

These other local food and beverage providers offer the fixin?s for your own creations (and libations): 

Made by Lino: Ready to bake dough and baked goods. Quantities are limited and sell out fast. The website 
menu is restocked every Wednesday and Saturday at 4:00PM. Twice weekly delivery. Check the website 
for details. No-contact porch delivery fee of $3. Website: www.madebylino@com. Email: 
madebylino@gmail.com.

The Flour Shop: Artisanal breads and more. 2980 Linden Street, Macada Plaza, Bethlehem. Call for hours 
and product availability: 610-419-9645

Monocacy Cof fee Company: Exotic whole bean and ground coffees. 26 E 3rd St, Bethlehem. Go to: 
www.monocacycoffee.com or call: 484-893-0483

Molinari?s: Pasta, home-made sauces, cheeses and artisanal bread. On the DBA webpage but we love Anna 
and her family, so they get a shout out here! Curbside and delivery options. 322 E 3rd St, Bethlehem. 
Menu: molinarimangia.com 610-625-9222

Season?s: Also on the DBA list, but what is fresh pasta without great oil and vinegar? Fantastic recipes! 
Curbside pick-up and free delivery on orders over $50. 508 Main Street, Bethlehem. Go to 
www.seasonstaproom.com or call: 610-866-2615.

Liberty Gardens: Organic, farm to table produce for curbside pick-up. Offerings change weekly. The online 
menu is available Tuesday?s at 12:00 PM for pick up in Bethlehem on Thursday between 6:00 ? 8:00 PM. 
 https:/ /my-site-106250-107730.square.site/  Pick up location: 32 E Wall Street, Bethlehem. 484-280-3121 
libertyorganic@gmail.com.

Veg Out: Vegan meals to go that are tasty and textured. Believe your mouth! Call to confirm days and 
hours. 1 E. Church Street, Bethlehem. Go to www.vegoutbethlehem.com or call: 610-419-0126.

Bonn Place Brewing: Hand crafted beers ? cans and growlers - to go. 310-14 Taylor St, Bethlehem. Menu: 
bonnplacetogo.square.site. Go to: www.bonnbrewing.com or call: 610-419-6660. Tell Sam that Lauren 
and Billy sent you and include a good tip!

Social Still: The hard stuff. 530 E 3rd St, Bethlehem, PA 18015. Curbside pick-up. Go to 
www.socialstill.com or call: 610-625-4585 

This is by no means an exhaustive list. More information on where to buy local foods can be found at: 
Fresh Buy Local of Greater Lehigh Valley (http:/ /www.buylocalglv.org/ ). Eat well and stay safe!

HAVE YOU DISCOVERED YOUR "INNER CHEF"? THESE LOCAL PROVIDERS 
CAN FURNISH YOU WITH THE RAW INGREDIENTS OR STARTERS FOR GREAT 

DINING AT HOME!



Since there will be no summer social, please complete and return the membership form to renew 
your annual BHDA membership. You can mail a check or submit payment online on our website.







  
By ALAN LOWCHER

?Sic Semper Tyrannis!? With those words and a 
woman?s scream from the Presidential Box, the 
audience at Ford?s Theater was plunged into chaos.  
Several physicians examined the unconscious 
President and pronounced the wound mortal.  It 
would be unseemly for the President of the United 
States to die in a house of entertainment ? on Good 

Friday, no less.  
But the doctors 
agreed that 
Lincoln would 
never survive 
the carriage ride 
to the White 
House.  The 
President was 
carried out onto 
Tenth Street, 
Union officers 
scanning the 
scene for 
someplace ? 
anyplace ? to 

take the dying Chief Executive.  From across the 
street, a voice called out ?Bring him in here,? and 
Lincoln was carried into a boarding house and laid 
in the bed of Louisa Peterson, who was away at the 
Bethlehem Female Seminary.  The President died 
in her bed at 7:22 AM on Easter Saturday, April 15, 
1865.  Telegraphers flashed the news around the 
country. Wednesday, April 19th was designated as 
a national day of mourning.

Secretary of War Stanton directed the search for 
Lincoln?s assassin ? and the perpetrators of the 
brutal assault on Secretary of State Seward ? from 
the Peterson house.  With the full weight of the 
military and police brought to bear, it was only a 
matter of days until the Lincoln conspirators ? 
John Wilkes Booth, David Herald, George 
Atzerodt, Lewis Powell (a/ k/a Payne), Mary 
Surratt, Dr. Mudd, Edman Spangler, and two early 

signers on in the plot to kidnap Lincoln but who 
were not involved in the plans to assassinate 
Lincoln ? Samuel Arnold and Michael O?Laughlin 
? were identified, caught, and incarcerated, except 
for Booth who died of a gunshot at the Garrett 
farm in Virginia.  Another conspirator ? John 
Surratt, Jr., Mary?s son -- had fled to Canada.  He 
would elude capture for a year and was tried before 
a civilian court in 1867, the U.S. Supreme Court 
having held in Ex Parte Milligan that trying civilians 
in a military court was unconstitutional when the 
civilian courts were functioning.  The statute of 
limitations having run on the lesser charges, 
Surratt was released when the jury could not 
unanimously agree on the remaining murder 
charge.

Stanton favored convening a military commission 
to quickly try and execute the conspirators.  The 
commission met for the first time on May 8, 1865.  
All of the defendants except Atzerodt and Powell 
were represented by attorneys.  Bethlehem native 
Brevet Brigadier General William E. Doster was 
hired by Atzerodt?s brother to defend George. The 
commission appointed Doster to represent Powell, 
who could not secure his own counsel.  Doster was 
a Yale graduate and obtained his law degree from 
Harvard.  He served with the 4th Pennsylvania 
Cavalry and rose quickly to the rank of Lt. Colonel.  
His military career was cut short when he 
contracted malaria after the Gettysburg campaign.  
In 1865 he was honored with the rank of Brevet 
Brigadier General ?for gallant and meritorious 
service in the field.?  Although his illness kept him 
out of the saddle, Doester turned his combative 
skills to good use practicing law in Washington 
City in 1864.

Faced with an eye-witness identifying Powell as 
Seward?s attacker, and weapons, an escape map, 
and Booth?s bank book found in a trunk in 
Atzerodt?s hotel room ? Atzerodt was assigned to 
assassinate Vice President Johnson -- Doster surely 
realized that his clients would be convicted.  All he 

THE MILITARY COMMISSION AND BETHLEHEM ATTORNEY DOSTER'S DEFENSE OF LINCOLN 
ASSASSINATION CONSPIRATORS ATZERODT AND POWELL*



  
could do was try to persuade the commission to 
spare their lives.  In the case of Atzerodt, Doster 
argued that he was too much of a coward to be that 
heavily involved in the conspiracy. Atzerodt, after 
all, failed to carry out Booth?s instructions to kill 
the Vice President.  Instead, he downed several 
drinks at the Kirkland House bar, mere feet from 
Johnson?s room, and then made his way out of 
Washington City.  Doster might also have 
highlighted his client?s lack of intelligence: 
Atzerodt made a bee-line for a relative?s house 
innearby Maryland.  His trail was not hard to 
follow.  Doster?s defense of Powell portrayed the 
former Confederate soldier as an abused, innocent 
farm boy turned murderer by the recently 
concluded cruel war.  Doster also argued that 
Powell suffered from a kind of insanity.  After all, 
Powell was heard to scream as he ran from 
Seward?s home, ?I?m mad! I?m mad!?   In the end, 
Doster?s eloquent pleas on behalf of both clients 
came to naught.  Atzerodt and Powell were hanged 
together with David Herold and Mrs. Surratt.

However, that is not the end of the story.   In 1978, 
a historian examining Doster?s legal files came 
across a May 1, 1865, ?confession? made by George 
Atzerodt to the Provost Marshal of Baltimore.  
Atzerodt?s statements directly linked Mrs. Surratt 
and Dr. Mudd to Booth?s original plot to kidnap 
Lincoln and spirit him to Richmond.  More 
tellingly, Atzerodt confirmed Booth?s instructions 
to Mrs. Surratt ? after Booth?s plans turned from 
kidnapping to assassination ? to make ready the 
rifles that she had hidden in her Surrattsville tavern 
for Booth to pick up after assassinating Lincoln.  
Inexplicably, the Provost Marshal turned over 
Atzerodt?s statement to Doster, not Secretary of 
War Stanton.  Doster suppressed Atzerodt?s 
statement and never spoke of it.  Had he revealed 
it, the evidence of Mrs. Surratt?s guilt would have 
been that much stronger, and Dr. Mudd ? who 
escaped the death penalty by one vote ? surely 
would have hanged alongside Mrs. Surratt and the 
others.  An unanswerable question remains:  Had 

General Doster chosen to reveal the 
?confession,? could he have made a 
plea deal with the military 
commission to spare Atzerodt the 
death penalty in exchange for 
Mudd?s life?

Doster returned to Bethlehem after 
the war to practice law.  He 
represented many local companies, 
including Bethlehem Iron Company 
and the Lehigh Coal and Navigation 
Company, and Bethlehem?s 
prominent citizens and their 
families.  He married Evelyn 

Augusta Depew in 1867.  They had two sons and a 
daughter.  The marriage was ?dissolved,? and in 
1888, 51-year-old Doster married 19-year-old 
Ruth Porter, a great beauty, and heiress to two 
prominent East Coast families. The musically 
gifted Ruth was a founder of the Bach Choir.  
Scandal befell the family when Ruth divorced 
General Doster and married her stepson, Edward 
Depew Doster, who was just a year older than she.

And what of Louisa Peterson?s bed?  Peterson?s 
father sold the house for $4,500 to a speculator 
who hoped that the government would buy it for a 
museum.  The bed upon which President Lincoln 
died was sold for $80.  According to Louisa?s 
brother Fred, who gave an interview to the 
Chicago Historical Society in 1926, the family 
could have sold the bed many times over.  The 
story of Miss Peterson, her bed, and its connection 
to Bethlehem would never have been known 
except for a letter that Louisa wrote in 1864 asking 
about her trunk that had not arrived home yet 
from school.  The letter, found in the Moravian 
Archives, included details about Peterson?s family 
that led to the ?Bethlehem? connection to the 
household where Lincoln died.

*This article first appeared as a Bethlehem 
Moment presented to the City Council on April 21, 
2020 and on the Bethlehem Gadfly website.  It is 
reprinted here with the Gadfly?s permission.
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By ALAN LOWCHER

Some years ago, my long time ?pard? (Civil War 
slang for your fellow soldier) Ed and I re-traced 
parts of U.S. Grant?s 1864 campaign through 
Virginia.  We found ourselves at Spotsylvania 
Court House, specifically, at the Massaponax 
Baptist Church where Grant and his staff stopped 
to consider the Union army?s next move to give 
battle to General Robert E. Lee.  The pews were 
brought outside to accommodate Grant and his 
officers.  There is a very well-known photograph 
taken from the upper story of the church looking 
down at the assembled men.  Grant is easily 
identified sitting on one of the pews.  My friend Ed 
(a fellow attorney) persuaded the custodian to let 
us inside the locked church.  Ed walked up and 
down among the pews, being certain to place his 
hand on each one as he passed by.  When we went 
back outside, I asked him why he did that.  His 
response was classic Ed: ?I don?t know which pew 
General Grant sat on, but I?ve touched it.?  Ed went 
on to say that he imagined that we were passing 
through the same space ? albeit removed by 150 
years ? through which Grant had passed.  We 
were, of course, and those ?mystic chords of 
memory? drew us back to 1864, to Grant and his 
staff, as they debated the army?s next movement.  

We are fortunate to live in a neighborhood that 
boasts so many architectural gems that we call 
?home?.  But it is not just the architecture and the 
dedication to preserving these structures that make 
the Historic District so special.  It is the stories of 
the lives lived in these homes ? the same space that 
we occupy today - that merit preserving and telling.   
This past summer, I spent several days at the 
Northampton County Archives, the Easton Public 
Library, and the BAPL researching ?who?s home at 
438 High Street? (the subject of a planned separate 
article) and satisfying my own curiosity as to when 
our home was actually built.  What I found 
confirmed earlier preliminary research about prior 
owners but offered some surprises, too:  when the 
house was actually built and why it had two 
addresses at the same time. 

I reviewed the ?Historic Plaque Program? page on 
the BHDA website and had copies of deeds from 
1863 to the immediately preceding owners of our 

home. [While you can certainly research the deed 
chain yourself at the Northampton County Court 
House using the BHDA website guide, you may 
wish to have a title agent pull deed copies for you ? 
the work will be done professionally and likely 
faster than you can do so yourself and it is not 
expensive.]  The 1863 deed conveyed ?Lot No. 
Seven? as described in an 1855 map prepared by 
W. F. Roepper [copies of select city maps are 
housed in the ?Bethlehem Room? at the Church 
Street BAPL, along with some Sanborn Map 
Company fire insurance street maps, the latter 
being extremely helpful in locating your dwelling 
on its lot as of a certain year] to Robert E. Prince 
from Augustus Wolle and his wife.  Augustus 
Wolle was a well-known Moravian merchant, 
entrepreneur, real estate investor, and one of the 
founders of the Bethlehem Iron Company.  The 
1863 deed recited that Wolle had acquired the 
property by deed from the Sheriff of Northampton 
County dated April 24, 1860. I wanted to know 
what Augustus Wolle purchased:  just a vacant lot 
or a lot improved by a house.  As a real estate 
attorney, I knew that the proposed sale of property 
by the Sheriff had to be advertised in a newspaper 
of general circulation and that the description of 
what was to be sold had to be detailed.  The most 
extensive records for newspapers from?back in the 
day? are found at the Easton Public Library.  A 
phone call to the Local History Research Room 
answered by a very helpful (and patient) Reference 
Librarian directed me to the ?Easton Sentinel? as 
the publication most likely contain the Sheriff?s 
sale notices.  The newspapers are maintained on 
microfilm spools.  The Reference Librarian helped 
me load the spool (I think that I last used that 
equipment in high school) and I started with the 
film containing the newspapers for the two weeks 
preceding the date of the Sheriff?s sale and went 
backward.  A note about the microfilm: most of the 
newspaper pages were copied so that you can read 
the pages vertically.  Not so for the volume that I 
was viewing:  the newspaper had been copied so 
that that the pages were horizontal, requiring that I 
crook my head to the left to read the pages.  I had 
by then figured out where the Sheriff ?s sale notices 
were most likely to be found in the newspaper but 
it was still a literal ?pain in the neck? to read the 
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the neck? to read the newspapers with my head 
cocked to the left.  I was just about to give up in 
frustration when I stopped on the very page that 
contained the notice of the Sheriff?s sale for Lot No. 
7 dated March 15, 1860 advertising the sale for 
April 7th.  The librarian showed me how to get a 
photocopy of the notice which revealed that the 
property being sold was a two story brick home 
and lot owned by Jacob W. Frederick and that was 
to be sold to satisfy his debts by Court order dated 
November 1859.    To put it in a historical context, 
John Brown?s raid on the federal armory at 
Harper?s Ferry, Virginia took place in October and 
Brown would be executed on December 2nd.  

I next went to the Northampton County Archives 
to find out when Mr. Frederick built his house on 
Lot No. 7.  The Archives contain the records of the 
Tax Assessor for the Borough of Bethlehem (as it 
was known before South Bethlehem was merged 
with the Borough to form the City of Bethlehem).  
The Assessor?s records for any given year reflect 
the information of record at the end of the calendar 
year.  For my purposes, I was interested in the 
years from 1855 ? 1863 because I already knew that 
Lot No. 7 was an unimproved lot on the 1855 W. 
F. Roepper map and I already had the 1863 deed 
from Wolle to Prince.  The Tax Assessor?s records 
are arranged alphabetically which is why you need 
to do your deed research first in order to use the 
Assessor?s records.  I found Jacob W. Frederick in 
the 1856 records assessed $75 as a carpenter who 
owned one house and one lot assessed at $1,100.  
The personnel at the Archives were very helpful in 
providing me with copies of the April 7, 1856 deed 
from The Congregation of the Brethren to Jacob 
W. Frederick.  I was now able to confirm that our 
home was built in 1856 (not 1865) during the 
administration of Franklin Pierce, 14th President 
of the United States (and not that of Abraham 
Lincoln as I had believed).    Pierce was elected in 
1853 and his administration saw the passage of the 
Kansas - Nebraska Act (1854) ? proposed by 
Stephen Douglas and personally pushed by Pierce - 
that undid the Compromise of 1850, ushered in the 
Fugitive Slave Act and allowed the states 
comprising ?Nebraska? (containing the lands that 
would yield Kansas and Nebraska) to decide by 

?popular vote? whether to be a free or slave state.  
The first such proposed new state ? Kansas ? was 
wracked by violence between anti-slavery free-soil 
settlers and pro-slavery ruffians.  In 1856, John 
Brown and his followers murdered pro-slavery 
men at Pottawatomie Creek.  Pierce?s 
administration was ineffective to stop the slide 
toward the rupture between the northern and 
southern states that culminated in the Civil War.  
[Pierce?s successor ? James Buchanan ? fared no 
better and was a ?doughface? -  a derogatory term 
for northern politicians who couldn?t or wouldn?t 
stand up to southern bullying to protect slavery 
where it existed and to permit its expansion into 
the states formed out of the territory acquired from 
Mexico.]  The 1857 records assessed Jacob W. 
Frederick as a carpenter owning one house and lot 
but in 1858, Mr. Frederick was no longer assessed 
as a carpenter although he still owned the house 
and lot.  The 1859 records showed that Mr. 
Frederick was assessed as a carpenter again but no 
longer for the house and lot.  What happened?   It 
is my assumption that Mr. Frederick had lost his 
job in 1858 as a result of the financial panic of 1857 
which was severe enough to delay construction of 
the Bethlehem Iron Company works.  The 
economy had recovered sufficiently for Mr. 
Frederick to regain employment in 1859 but by 
that time it was apparently too late for him to 
repay his debts and he lost his home.  It is also 
possible that Mr. Frederick was ill or injured in 
some way and could not work.  There is no way to 
tell.  The 1860 federal census showed that Mr. 
Frederick (carpenter), his wife and two children 
were living in Bethlehem.   However, I did learn an 
interesting fact about Mr. Frederick:  he served in 
the Northampton County militia in 1859 (I found a 
very slim volume among the Tax Assessor records 
containing the muster roll) and I wondered if he 
served in the opening months of the Civil War 
since Lincoln?s 1861 call for 75,000 volunteers was 
answered by the Northern states sending their 
standing militias to the defense of Washington 
City.  Using the National Archives? ?Soldiers and 
Sailor? registry, I found two soldiers named ?Jacob 
Frederick? who served in Pennsylvania regiments, 
but they did not live in Bethehem Borough 
although one lived in Hanover Township! Pretty 
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close! Hmm?  Could that be my Jacob Frederick?  
Again, I could not be certain because there is no 
intervening federal census and in the 1870 census, 
Mr. Frederick and family were living in 
Bethlehem.  A search of the pension records for 
Civil War soldiers might yield definitive 
information (I?ll do that when I have ?free time?). 

I knew that Augustus Wolle had acquired the 
property from the Sheriff in 1860 and that Mr. 
Wolle, joined by his wife Cornelia, sold the 
property in 1863 to Moravian business man 
Robert Prince.  Mr. Prince also acquired the 
immediately adjacent lot as a separate transaction 
from a different owner.   He conveyed the subject 
property to his second wife Mary E. Prince, in 
1867.  Mr. Prince died in 1878 (he was waked in 
the High Street house and he is buried in Nisky 
Hill Cemetery).  Mrs. Prince?s Executor sold the 
property to David Godshalk in 1883. Mr. 
Godshalk was a Civil War veteran and the premier 
newspaper man in Bethlehem from 1865 and into 
the early 20th century.  He founded the Daily 
Times which was the first daily newspaper serving 
the Bethlehems.  The Godshalk family owned and 
lived in our home until 1940.  The last Godshalk 
was Hannah, only child of David, a spinster 
newspaper editor.  The telephone directories in 
the ?Bethlehem Room? at the BAPL (commencing 
in 1893-1894) are another source of information 
about ?who?s home? at your house.   Once again, 
you need your deed search done first so you can 
find your prior owner in the telephone book and 
learn what he ? or she ? did for a living [yes, your 
occupation/employer was listed!].  The City 
Directory in 1931 shows Miss Hannah E. 
Godschalk residing at 438 High Street, but the 
1937 ? 38 and 1939 directories list Hannah 
Godshalk as ?associate editor? at the Globe Times 
living at 205 Wall Street ? wait, what?  The street 
addresses for Bethlehem were fixed in 1920 
[another source of information about your home 
is the architectural study of the houses in the 
Historic District that was undertaken for the 

bicentennial; it describes the architectural features 
of each home; its ?architectural value? and 
confirms its street address as of 1920; these 
volumes are located in the ?Bethlehem Room? of 
the main library], so our home has been 438 High 
Street since that time, and there is no 205 Wall 
Street today.   What does this mean?  Putting 
things in historical context, the country was in the 
midst of the Depression and folks were doing 
whatever they could to make money.  I strongly 
suspect that Miss Godshalk rented out the main 
portion of the house (438 High Street) and lived in 
back section of the house (facing Wall Street, 
hence, 205 Wall Street)  ? probably upstairs, 
occupying two or three rooms.  What proof do I 
have?  Our second floor laundry room was once a 
kitchen ? evidenced by the sealed flue opening for 
the stove and cabinets that look like kitchen 
cabinets from that time period.  After Miss 
Godshalk?s demise, the 205 Wall Street address 
disappeared and our house was home to 
Bethlehem Steel executives and other lovers of 
historical homes until we were lucky enough to 
become the current caretakers in 2016.  When you 
write the biography of your home, try to include 
references to historical events that will really 
connect your home with its place in history.

Selected Resources:

Bethlehem Area Public Library, ?Bethlehem 
Room?, 11 W. Church Street, Bethlehem, PA 
18018 (610-867-3761)

Easton Area Public Library, Local History 
Research, 515 Church Street, Easton, PA 18042 
(610-258-2917)

The Moravian Archives, Thomas McCullough, 
Asst. Archivist,    41 W. Locust Street, Bethlehem, 
PA 18018 (610-866-3255)

Northampton County Archives, 999 Conroy Place, 
Easton, PA 18040 (610-829-1220)

DIGGING DEEPER TO UNCOVER YOUR HOME'S PLACE IN HISTORY (CONT.)
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