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LUMINARIA NIGHT IN BETHLEHEM 

By FRANK & MARY LOU MAYBERRY

On the night of Saturday, December 12, 2020 our historic district will join other 
neighborhoods in and around Bethlehem in the annual Luminaria Night 
sponsored by New Bethany Ministries. Luminaria Night is a beautiful and 
enchanted evening when homes in the neighborhood line their sidewalks with 
luminary white bags holding votive candles in sand. 

Luminaria Night was first organized by a small group of women from northeast 
Bethlehem. They sought a meaningful way to illuminate their neighborhood 
during the holiday season and to unite neighbors in helping people less fortunate. 
From the modest beginning over 20 years ago, participation has increased 
dramatically and the total raise last year exceeded $100,000.

Each Luminaria Kit costs $10 and contains 10 white bags, 10 votive candles, and 
sand for the bags. The proceeds from the sale of the luminaries go to New 
Bethany Ministries of Bethlehem. With these monies they are creating 
opportunities for a secure future for the homeless, hungry, poor and mentally ill 
in our community. 

UPCOMING EVENTS

December 1st-23rd:  
Live Advent 

Calendar

December  12th: 

Luminaria Night & 
Christmas 

Decorations Contest 

December  12th & 
19th: 

Santa's Haus

Through December  
27th:

Christmas Huts on 
Main Street

Through December  
30th: 

Christmas City Stroll 
(Walking Tours) 

Through January 
3rd:

 Christimas City 
Carriage Rides  
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear Friends and Neighbors, 

When I was growing up in Northwestern New Jersey, we (my 
brothers and the neighborhood ?gang?) spent our summers 
outdoors from morning until supper time.  My parents never 
knew where we were going or how long we?d be away.  It is a 
good thing that they never found out about that one trip . . . 
However, when we got home, my Mother would ask ? Erma 
Bombeck-like ? Where did you go?  What did you do?  Who 
did you see?  The standard response, of course, was ?Nowhere?, 
?Nothing? and ?No one?.    Well, for most of us, the spring, 
summer, fall and probably winter 2020 will be just like that:  we 
didn?t go anywhere; we didn?t do anything and we certainly did 
not see anyone, with exceptions made for grocery shopping 
(tried shopping from home for groceries once or twice but the 
lead time to place the orders was a turn off), one outdoor dining 
experience, and seeing immediate family.  I got over my 
concern that my computer automatically loaded my credit card 
information for those Amazon purchases (love that Amazon 
Prime delivery!) as I did my part to keep the economy afloat.    I 
ZOOM?ed my way through real estate closings, conference calls 
and land use board meetings.  I read a lot and worked on the 
seemingly never ending home project list.  I?ll look back on the 
summer and fall of 2020 as the ?Season of Shutter Restoration?.   
I missed seeing my grandchildren in person as much as I wanted 
to, but I enjoyed the videos and photographs that daughter in 
law Justine posted!  We made the best of a situation that none 
of us could control, counted our blessings, and did what we 
could to cheer others who needed cheering up.   What did you 
do?  Share your stories with your friends and neighbors at the 
?Second Sunday Social? at Payrow Plaza between 2:00 pm ? 4:00 
pm on the second Sunday of each month, weather and interest 
permitting.  The BHDA Board has a special event planned for 
December 13th to announce the winners of the Holiday 
Decorating Contest that will be judged on December 12th to 
coincide with Luminaria Night.   

Sadly, there will be no Holiday Social and the Board has 
determined that it would be best to post pone the Annual 
Meeting until a little later in 2021.  Let?s just get through the 
winter safely!  Looking ahead to spring and summer ? and a 
return to ?normalcy? ? please check the BHDA webpages 
(www.bhda.org) for timely information.  More urgent matters 

http://www.bhda.org


will be sent via e-mail blast.  Finally, for official news from the City of Bethlehem, please check 
www.bethlehem-pa.gov.   Consider signing up for e-mail notification of important meetings.  Remember:  
the internet is your friend and a great way to stay informed!  In the meantime, stay safe.  

Alan Lowcher, President

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT CONTINUED

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT CONTINUEDBETHLEHEM EMERGENCY SHELTER UPDATE

We would like to take the opportunity to share 
with you the latest information on the Bethlehem 
Emergency Shelter (BES) plans for this season at 
Christ UCC on Market and Center Sts. As many of 
you know, the Shelter has been operating at the 
church's location during the winter months for the 
last 3 years--this year is the 4th.  BES continues to 
explore more permanent venues for the Shelter; 
however, they have not been able to secure one in 
time for this season.

On Nov 10, the three of us, as concerned 
neighbors, met with Bob Rapp, Director & Pastor 
for the Mission, to discuss opening plans and 
changes, especially in light of the Covid pandemic.  
Bob shared that the Shelter will open Sunday, Nov 
15; he expects it will remain open until mid-April.  
This year, the Church has offered more rooms for 
the guests to sleep and are allowing expanded 
spaces for use, thus ensuring necessary social 
distancing measures.  BES will implement CDC 
guidelines and cleaning procedures into their 
regular daily routines. They plan to work closely 
again with LV Health & St Luke's Hospital hotlines 
to communicate regarding Covid and other health 
concerns of their guests.

Bob reports that guests must present written 
clearance from the BAPD, as has been the 
successful practice for the last 2 years.  
Additionally, as in the past, they must follow the 
Shelter's guidelines and code of behavior, or guests 
will be asked to leave.  Meals will continue to be 
provided by various churches and other 
organizations, as they have been in the past, 
although this year with staggered times and spaces 
to ensure CDC practices.

Suffice it to say, the three of us who attended this 
meeting came away feeling good about what we 

heard and are supportive of BES efforts to provide 
safe housing to our community's homeless during 
what undoubtedly will be a very challenging 
winter.  We plan to meet as a group regularly for 
shelter updates; the next meeting is scheduled for 
Dec 15th.  We will be happy to give you or any 
member of BHDA more information on the BES 
standards for their operation this year, and we plan 
to remain involved as concerned neighbors.

Thank you, and stay safe!

Karen White - kwwpsy@gmail.com

Flex Illick - granandgrumpy1@gmail.com

Lou James - ljfd1997@aol.com

http://www.bethlehem-pa.gov








INVITATION FOR PUBLIC SPIRITED GARDENING FAN(S)

By CLINT WALKER 

The Bethlehem Fine Arts Commission (BFAC) is 
looking for someone(s) to take over care of the 
garden beds in the City Hall Sculpture Garden. In 
addition to eight sculptures, this garden, at the 
terrace level on the east side of the building, has a 
mix of shrubs, flowers, foliage plants, and ground 
overs. Low-maintenance perennials are the 
emphasis with annuals providing eye-candy for 
non-gardeners. The yearly cycle starts in time to 
have the area attractive for a series of outdoor 
concerts there that start in mid-June. Whoever 
leads the gardening work has discretion in 
selecting and modifying the plantings. Although 
the work can be done by one energetic person, 
division of labor by a team would make more 

ambitious efforts possible. Over the years, 
residents in the Historic District have reliably 
volunteered to help plant, mulch, and do seasonal 
cleanup in the spring. Watering, pruning, and light 
weeding continue through the growing season. 
One of the satisfactions of caring for the site is 
taking the compliments it draws from the many 
people walking through.

Check out the BFAC web site (bfac-lv.org) to see 
pictures and a description of the site, and stroll 
through it. A short history of this garden and an 
annotated map of it can be had from 
clintonbwalker@verizon.net. If you'd like to 
explore this volunteer opportunity to keep the 
Historic District and our city beautiful, contact 
Clint Walker.

By NICK SCHENKEL

In 2016, my Grandfather and I went to the superintendent of Nisky Hill Cemetery with the goal to 
conserve the G.A.R plot (Grand Army of the Republic, a Union army Civil War veterans organization) at 
the Cemetery. We succeeded in our goal and with the help of volunteers we successfully cleaned and 
painted the cannon that sits in the center of the plot. The 60 men who are buried there were all part of the 
local Bethlehem G.A.R post. The reason they wanted to be buried there is simply that they wanted to be 
forever resting near their comrades. After we finished the conservation work we wanted to go more in 
depth about the individual men who are buried there. There are many different stories connected to these 
men: most of them were in the Army, but some were in the Navy. They fought mostly in Pennsylvania 
regiments but some of them fought for regiments from Connecticut, Maine, New Jersey, and Illinois. The 
G.A.R Plot at Nisky Hill is also integrated; two of their members were Black. This shows that comradery 
was more important than race or religion.  All of these men survived the war but the lasting impact from 
the damage caused to their bodies, whether it was a wound or a disease, lingered throughout the 
remainder of their lives. Life in the Nineteenth century was not very pretty. Work for these men after the 
war was  hard and accidents were common. Some of these men died in railroad accidents or because of 
complications of an unsafe work environment. Many people think that after the war the veterans rode off 
into the sunset and lived happily ever after but this in fact was very far from the case. Our goal is to 
remember and honor the legacy left behind by these 60 brave men. If anyone who is reading this is a 
descendant of these men and has any information about them that you would feel comfortable sharing 
please contact my grandfather or me.

Our emails are: 

Nick.Schenkel43@gmail.com & Sartilly@hotmail.com 

NISKY HILL CEMETERY BACKGROUND AND CALL to ACTION 

http://bfac-lv.org/


HISTORY OF THE MORAVIAN KING'S DAUGHTER'S HOME

BY JOHANNA BEES

The Moravian King?s Daughters Home was started 
in 1923 in the Gemein House on W. Church St. 
and Heckewelder Place. The Home took care of the 
elderly. It started with one guest and grew to 
eleven.

In 1962 the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania had 
enacted strict laws for homes for the elderly. The 
Home required renovations to the structure which 
the Moravian trustees forbid because of the 
historical nature. A new place was needed to 
provide.

Providentially at the same time came the 
opportunity at 61 W. Market Street. Lehigh 
University had the Sigma Phi Epsilon Fraternity.  
Lehigh wanted the frat houses moved to South 
Mountain.

In 1963 it was sold to the Home for $30,000.

Extensive renovations were made. The windows 
on the 3rd floor were removed. There is still a 
large storage area. The home has a homelike 
atmosphere. There are 12 private rooms on the 
second floor. Residents can bring their own 
furniture or others are in storage. Two large rooms 

on the first floor houses two persons.

The plot plan for Bethlehem in 1841 lists # 55, 61, 
and 67 as abutting rear properties. # 55 abuts 

Moravian Academy Gymnasium. #61 and 67 abut 
the John Heckewelder House and garden. It houses 
the Bach Choir office.

The Home is independent of the Moravian 
Church. People of all faiths are welcome. At 
present, we have all women and one male. 
Residents and staff have been tested for the 
COVID-19 virus and all are negative.

It is truly a retirement home. All meals are 
provided as well as laundry and housekeeping.
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