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The BHDA is thrilled to announce that we will hold our 10th Holiday House Tour this year. We look forward 
to welcoming neighbors and visitors to 10 homes and other historic sites on Saturday, December 11th 
from 10am - 4pm. Much planning is being done to ensure a safe yet enjoyable event for all.  But...we need 
your help!  Committees are still forming.  We especially need folks who can assist with securing 
sponsorships and advertisements. If you have skills in this area, or are well connected within Bethlehem, 
we would love to hear from you!  As usual, approximately 100 docent volunteers will be needed to help 
guide our guests through our homes. If you can support the House Committee in this way, please send me 
an email. There are simply too many volunteer tasks to list here, but if you wish to take part in this fun 
and rewarding day, please let me know by sending an email to "housetour@bhda.org" and I'll get back to 
you as soon as I can.

The BHDA  is committed to making our neighborhood the best that it can be and helping our neighboring 
organizations. With that in mind, we are proud to share the proceeds of the Holiday House Tour with 
Historic Bethlehem Museums and Sites, to assist in their efforts at obtaining World Heritage Site 
designation. You may have noticed that many of the wooden shutters have come down off of the 
Gemeinhaus on Church St. and are currently being refurbished.  Our contribution from the Holiday House 
tour will help fund that program. Merry Christmas!

Mark Nebbia
BHDA HHT2021 Chairman
housetour@BHDA.org
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The mission of the Bethlehem Historic District Association is to 
protect the historic character of our neighborhood and high 

quality-of-life by:

* supporting the preservation and restoration of original architectural 
features

* offering programs that support safety and community beautification

* hosting events that encourage a greater community bond among neighbors

* promoting cultural and civic engagement for residents that live within the 

District and beyond                                            (Adopted 1/26/2020) 

The BHDA is a section 501 (c) (3) charitable organization

BHDA MISSION STATEMENT

The Bethlehem Historic District 
Association currently holds their 

monthly meeting over Zoom. 
Meetings are held on the 4th 

Tuesday of the month, 
beginning at 6:30pm. Contact  

Alan Lowcher at 
president@bhda.org to receive 

the Zoom link.  We would love to 

"see" you! 

OUR PARTNERS  
There a several Bethlehem 
businesses that partner with the 
BHDA to help us offer a warm 
welcome to new neighbors through 
donations, print our newsletter and 
contribute to the success of our 
Holiday House Tour.  We would like to 
extend a sincere Thank You to the 
following organizations for their 
continued support:  The Hotel 
Bethlehem, Seasons Olive Oil & 
Vinegar Taproom, The Granola 
Factory, the Chocolate Lab, The 
Moravian Bookshop, Franklin Hill 
Vineyards, Steel Fitness Riverport, 
Just Born, Knobs 'N Knockers, and 
PostNet Bethlehem.

We encourage you to patronize these 
establishments and support them in 
they same way  that they have 
supported us!

Please enjoy this volunteer newsletter! We hope, but cannot guarantee that information is timely and accurate. We strive to offer 

information that is relevant for the neighborhood. We welcome submissions and suggestions- Email them to  Editor@BHDA.org.   



MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Welcome Spring!   Spring is traditionally celebrated as a time of renewal.  Emerging from the short 
days and long cold nights of winter, the lengthening and warming days and spring rains bring 
forth an abundance of green fields and flowers. That spirit of renewal takes on an even deeper 
meaning as we emerge out of the COVID-19 pandemic looking forward to a return to ?normalcy? 
(admittedly a relative term these days).  The signs are all around us:  lots of folks out for a stroll ? 
with and without their dogs (I?ve been told that some people are known only by the dogs they 
walk ? and I believe it); spring flowers emerging from the soil (or the ?instant results? from 
strategically planted flowering bulbs); the return of the neighborhood produce market (Liberty 
Gardens); and more.

The BHDA Board has been busy, too, planning for the return of the very successful Holiday House 
Tour and the always fun Sidewalk Sale (this is really a swap meet among the neighbors but 
generates a lot of interest outside of the neighborhood).  The Board is also considering a 
rummage sale to generate additional funds and possibly our own version of an ?Antiques 
Roadshow? style event.  But there?s still more:  the Levitt Pavilion Steel Stacks free outdoor concert 
series returns with live performances.  Go to levittsteelstacks.org and click on ?Concerts? to view 
the season line up.  There is something for everyone?s musical tastes.  This concert series is a 
major draw for our City and deserves our strong support as patrons and volunteers.

Finally, welcome Michele, our newsletter editor.  Together we will develop newsletter content that 
is interesting, timely and relevant to our community, on a quarterly basis. News and information 
of more immediate import will be disseminated by an e-mail blast.  I also encourage you to sign 
up for the ?My Bethlehem? app.  This is a great resource for access to the City government offices 
and happenings of all kinds.  Patti and I put this app to good use registering for our COVID 
vaccinations through the Health Department.  

We live in a great litt le corner of the world.  There are many talented and caring people in the 
Historic District.  If time permits, please consider volunteering for one of the City?s ?ABC?s?, Historic 
Bethlehem Museums and Sites, or the non-profit of your choice.     Please feel free to contact me 
with any questions or concerns. 

      Alan Y. Lowcher       

(c) (908) 581-4737        

(e) president@bhda.org



The BHDA has four grant programs. Money is available to reimburse homeowners for street tree 
trimming and removal, street tree stump grinding and street tree replacement, sidewalk repair and 
exterior lighting. While grant requests are still being considered, we are reviewing the language and 
costs  and hope to have an updated application soon. For an application or if you have any 
questions or suggestions, please feel free to contact Patricia Rohrbach at  BHDA1989@gmail.com .   

BHDA GRANT PROGRAMS

MUSIKFEST PARKING
Plans for Musikfest 2021 are being finalized. The BHDA has historically offered parking for residents 
on High Street, in collaboration with the City of Bethlehem. We are  staying in touch with ArtsQuest 
and the city to see if our neighborhood parking plan will be helpful this summer.  

Pot hole? Grass, weeds, or garbage out of control? Graffiti at the playground? If you have a question 
or would like to report a non-emergency issue, please contact the Bethlehem Service Center.

The Bethlehem Service Center is staffed 24/7 and responsible for routing citizen service requests to 
the correct city department for resolution. Requests that fall outside the City?s purview will be 
reported to the appropriate agencies.

There are 4 ways to contact the Bethlehem Service Center:

1. Call 610-865-7000.
2. Email bethlehemservicecenter@bethlehem-pa.gov
3. The Bethlehem Service Center app is available on Google Play or the Apple Store.
4. Sign up on the City of Bethlehem ?My Account? portal. A ?My Account? login will also allow you 

to track your request as well as pay bills and other City services.

CITY OF BETHLEHEM SERVICE CENTER

BHDA continues our mission by administering the Neighborhood Improvements Grants and 
supporting Bethlehem Fine Arts Sculpture Garden Concert series in 2021. Your continued support is 
appreciated and annual dues can be paid through online at BHDA.org.

Contact membership@BHDA.org if you need a renewal form.

BHDA MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=gov.bethlehempa.BethlehemBSC&hl=en_US
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=gov.bethlehempa.BethlehemBSC&hl=en_US
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/bethlehem-service-center/id1468488951
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/bethlehem-service-center/id1468488951
http://archive.bethlehem-pa.gov/egov-plus
http://archive.bethlehem-pa.gov/egov-plus
http://archive.bethlehem-pa.gov/egov-plus


ENGAGED HUMANITIES CONSORTIUM 
The Digital Archive of the Lehigh Valley Engaged Humanities Consortium 

(https://sites.lafayette.edu/lvehc/). fosters exploration of personal, historical, and community 

narratives about the past half-century in the Lehigh Valley region.   Materials collected 

include oral histories, family photographs, business documents, historic maps, ephemera, 

material objects, and other primary source materials that document diverse ethnic and 

immigrant communities, emergent economies in the de-industrial era, relationships between 

culture and the environment, and other topics.  Of particular interest maybe the Black 

Bethlehm Project. This oral history collection was spearheaded by M. Rayah Levy of the 

Bethlehem Area Public Library, with support from collaborators Sholomo Levy and Matthew 

Rothfuss.  The collection focuses on the Black experience in Bethlehem, PA, from the 

mid-twentieth-century to the present.

 LEVITT PAVILION FREE CONCERT SERIES 
Starting Sat., May 22, Levitt Pavilion SteelStacks, is hosting a series of free concerts at the Levitt 
Pavilion with diverse bands and artists spanning multiple genres. Performances will happen every 
Saturday and Sunday night throughout the summer, including two Levitt fundraising concerts with 
Brook lyn Charm ers and The Sofa Kings. The fundraising concert tickets will have a fee, while all 
other shows will be presented FREE of charge. To ensure safe social distancing, advance 
registration is required for all concerts. All free tickets will be released the Monday prior to the next 
weekend?s concerts. Free tickets will be available on the Levitt Pavilion SteelStacks website or by 
visiting or calling the ArtsQuest Center Box Office, (610) 332-3378. 

For information on the current list of confirmed shows, visit levittsteelstacks.org and click on ?Line Up 
Revealed?.

https://sites.lafayette.edu/lvehc/
https://sites.lafayette.edu/lvehc/
https://sites.lafayette.edu/lvehc/
https://sites.lafayette.edu/lvehc/
https://sites.lafayette.edu/lvehc/
https://sites.lafayette.edu/lvehc/
http://www.levittsteelstacks.org


PLANT A ROW FOR THE HUNGRY
Joseph Marlin of Hellertown is fighting food insecurity in the Lehigh Valley 
through an organization he started two years ago: Plant a Row for the 
Hungry. Although it often goes unnoticed, food insecurity affects almost 11% 
of the people in Lehigh and Northampton counties: that?s roughly 73,000 
people in our community who don?t have consistent access to healthy, 
affordable meals! Plant a Row for the Hungry has participation from 175 
gardeners who have donated more than 3,000 pounds of fresh produce to 
food banks in the area. Locals can register their garden and dedicate a row 

to feed the hungry, or just donate extra produce from a harvest.  To learn m ore or  regist er  your  
garden, visit  plant arow lv.org  

THE BETHLEHEM FOOD CO-OP 
IS BRINGING A NEW GROCERY 
STORE TO 250 BROAD STREET. 
CHECK OUT THEIR WEBSITE 
FOR MORE INFORMATION

 The Rose Garden Farmers Market begins on 
Saturday, June 6th for the season. Mark your 

calendars for Saturday, June 26th - there will be 
special events and celebrations 

marking the 90th Anniversary of the 
Historic Rose Garden. Congratulations 

to the Mount Airy Neighborhood 
Association for their commitment and 

BETHLEHEM ROSE GARDEN 

SUMMER RESTAURANT WEEK 
Downtown Bethlehem: Sunday, June 21 ? Sat urday, June 27

Southside: Monday, July 12t h - Sunday, July 18t h   participating restaurants 
will offer fixed menus for breakfast, lunch, or dinner. No passes required. 
Reservations are recommended. Participating Restaurants: TBD

FARMER'S MARKETS  
TUESDAYS - 4pm - 6pm  Payrow Plaza between City Hall and the Library 

THURSDAYS - 10am - 2pm  Famington Square, Southside  between New and Morton Street

SATURDAYS - 9am - 1pm Bethlehem Rose Garden, starting in early June 

https://www.lvsustainabilitynetwork.org/food-banks/
https://www.lvsustainabilitynetwork.org/food-banks/


 THEN  AND NOW

This home will be on the BHDA Historic Home tour                                   

Historic photo - date unknown

The Bethlehem Fine Arts  Commission will present a 
virtual concert series for the summer of 2021.  The 
concerts will stream on the BFAC website and facebook 
page. 

June 18: Tribe of Friends 

June 25: Big Wahu Caribbean Band 

July 9: Ash and Snow 

July 16: Nakked Soul Band 

July 23: Red 

After the premier the show will be archived on the 
website and facebook page. 

BHDA is pleased to support these concerts!

 SCULPTURE GARDEN 
CONCERT SERIES



Detai ls

A nnual  M eeting

Please join us for a brief business 

meeting with time to socialize at 
the historic Luckenbach Mill within 
the Colonial Industrial Quarter. We 
will not have a potluck dinner this 
year, but feel free to bring your 
own beverage or snack.               
(No sharing!) 

Luck enbach M i l l

Sunday
June 27th, 2021
2pm - 4pm 

Thank You t o HBMS 
for  suppor t ing t he 
HBDA

459 Old York  Road 

Bet hlehem
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