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Save the date and sign up now for the BHDA Sidewalk/Yard Sale on Saturday, September 18th from           
8:00am ? 2:00pm. It?s free for all BHDA Residents to participate!!! We are able to make this years yard sale free 
because of a generous contribution from Twisted Olive Restaurant. Please thank and support Chef Steve forhis 
support of the BHDA. The BHDA  Yard Sale Committee will take care of all marketing, promotion, signage, 
mapping and logistics. All you have to do is identify merchandise you no longer need and make some money. 
In 2019 we had 38 homes (a record) participate with the average home selling $280 of merchandise. One 
home sold $800 worth of merchandise!

Our goal is to have 50 homes participate this year so sign up now to reserve your spot. BHDA will actively 
promote this event, bringing many shoppers to the neighborhood looking for treasures and bargains on 
September 18th. To sign up now, either fill out the form (on page 5)  and return by mail or email information to 
Dayan Plocus at dmkp7@yahoo.com and we?ll get you registered.

Thank you for joining this fun neighborhood event! If you have any questions, comments or suggestions, 
please contact Pat Corpora at pcorpora@aol.com.

THE BHDA YARD SALE IS BACK!!!

SEPTEMBER 18th, 8AM ? 2PM

Historic Hotel Bethlehem is proud to announce the 100 year anniversary of the ground 
breaking of their Historic Hotel this past June. For the past two years, Historic Hotel Bethlehem 
has been nominated for the ?10 Best Historic Hotels? by USA TODAY. In 2019 they were named 
#3 and moving up to #2 for 2020. Voting is happening NOW and Historic Hotel Bethlehem has 
been nominated once again. With the help of our Bethlehem Historic District and the 
community, the Hotel is hoping to achieve the #1 Best Historic Hotel in the country. You can 
vote once a day until the voting ends on Monday August 16th. As the Hotel is celebrating their 
100 year anniversary this year, it would be an honor to be named the #1 Best Historic Hotel as 
well. Achieving this award would bring great national recognition to Bethlehem and the Historic 
District.  GO TO:  

www.10best .com /awards/ t ravel/ best -hist or ic-hot el-2021/hist or ic-hot el-bet hlehem -bet hlehem -penn/

SUPPORT HOTEL BETHLEHEM

VOTE EVERY DAY UNTIL AUGUST 16th
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The mission of the Bethlehem Historic District Association is to protect 
the historic character of our neighborhood and high quality-of-life by:

* supporting the preservation and restoration of original architectural 
features

* offering programs that support safety and community beautification

* hosting events that encourage a greater community bond among neighbors

* promoting cultural and civic engagement for residents that live within the 

District and beyond                                           

 (Adopted 1/26/2020) 

The BHDA is a section 501 (c) (3) charitable organization

BHDA MISSION STATEMENT

The Bethlehem Historic District Association currently holds their 
monthly meeting either in person or over zoom. Meetings are held 

on the 4th Tuesday of the month, beginning at 6:30pm. Contact  

Alan Lowcher at president@bhda.org for location information.  

Please enjoy this volunteer newsletter! We hope, but cannot guarantee that information is timely and accurate.  

 Submissions for the next newsletter are due 
Friday, October 16th.  Do you have 
information to share with your neighbors? We 

welcome submissions and suggestions. 
Please email Editor@BHDA.org  
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Patricia Rohrbach 

BHDA1989@gmail.org

WEBSITE 

Sonja Walker 

WELCOME COMMITTEE

Alane Nebbia  
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
President?s Message:

I wasn?t going to write a ?message? this time around ? there are so many wonderful articles in this issue - but a 
recent application to the Zoning Hearing Board requesting variance relief to repurpose the Unitarian Church at 
the corner of Center and Wall Streets for an artist management company caused me to review our Mission 
Statement and reflect on what role, if any, the BHDA should play in such matters. The mission of the BHDA is to 
protect the historic character of our neighborhood and high quality-of-life by:

*   supporting the preservation and restoration of original architectural features; 

*  offering programs that support safety and community beautification; 

*  hosting events that encourage a greater community bond among neighbors;  and 

*  promoting cultural and civic engagement for residents that live within the  District and  beyond (emphasis 
supplied)

The BHDA has come out in support of: (1) the pedestrian bridge project that would link the north and south 
sides; (2) World Heritage Site recognition for the Moravian Church Village; (3) providing partial funding for the 
Gemeinhaus shutter restoration project administered by Historic Bethlehem Museums and Sites (to be funded 
by the 2021 BHDA ?House Tour?); and (4) donating to charitable organizations that enhance the quality of life 
our fellow Bethlehem citizens.  The hugely successful and popular ?House Tour? brings in hundreds of people 
from outside our City to see the sights, shop and dine, thereby providing a community benefit at no cost.  Our 
residents play an active role in many aspects of life in the City of Bethlehem and we look forward to working 
with our fellow citizens in the residential districts and business community for the betterment of all.  These are 
worthy projects and highlight that we are all, truly, in this together.  But can, and should we, do ?

?Development? in the City of Bethlehem means redevelopment projects in established communities.  While the 
current focus is on proposed projects in the Southside, the fact is that the City of Bethlehem as a whole ? 
including, it seems, the Historic District - is attractive to developers because of its location to transportation 
routes, proximity to large employers, solid economic development. and highly rated colleges, universities and 
health care facilit ies, not to mention its unique historical origins and structures, cultural opportunities, great 
restaurants and shopping.  

There are three historic districts in the City of Bethlehem where a Certificate of Appropriateness is required 
prior to obtaining a building permit for any exterior work that is visible from a public right of way: the 
Southside Historic Conservation District, the Mount Airy Historic District and the Bethlehem Historic District 
that was established in 1960 as the first designated ?Historic District? in Pennsylvania. The Historic and 
Architectural Review Board (HARB) reviews all exterior changes proposed to buildings in the Bethlehem Historic 
District [See Holly Sachdev?s informed article on HARB in this issue.]  Depending on the nature of the 
application and the relief being sought, the Planning Commission or Zoning Hearing Board reviews applications 
and takes formal action.

The BHDA supports the ideals of fair play and transparency which, in turn, demand that the rules must be 

applied equally whether the applicant is an individual resident or a developer.  But, should the BHDA play a 
larger role in that process by, for example, taking a position  (continued on page 7)





Take the declutter challenge, but save all your unwanted items for our fall community yard sale.  It is a win for you, your 
wallet and the planet! 

Why we like the Sidewalk Sale:

1. It?s satisfying to go through closets, drawers and cabinets finding items that haven?t been used in the past year.

2. It?s fun interacting with neighbors and visitors who are both curious and genuinely interested your stuff.

3. It?s amazing to see that people ?need? exactly what you are no longer using.

4. It?s satisfying to end the day with a lot less stuff that can then be taken to a Thrift Shop or stored for next year?s sale.

5. It?s nice to end the day with an extra $500 (the minimum we?ve earned)!

Here a few tips we?ve learned over the years:

1. Take your time, starting at least a few weeks in advance identifying items and putting them aside.

2. Price each item in advance so people don?t have to ask you about the price

3. Display your items by category (jewelry, kitchen items, garden tools, etc.)

4. Our best selling items have been jewelry, accessories, kitchen items, tools, home décor, art and outdoor gear.

5. Be friendly and have fun!

So, sign up today to have some fun and make some money!!!.

BHDA COMMUNITY YARD SALE 



HISTORIC ARCHITECTURE REVIEW BOARD  (HARB) 

Does HARB help or just get in the way of progress of Bethlehem?s original historic district? When 

I bought a 1885 home on Market St. in 1976, HARB was just 15 years old. I was so proud of this 

large, messy and dilapidated home until I heard a Saucon Valley friend of my parents refer to the 

district as a ?poor man?s Georgetown.? I looked around my neighborhood and saw stately 

homes, beautiful trees, sidewalks, alleys and all just blocks from a quaint,bustling downtown. My 

anger at the remark turned into a mission to restore my home both inside and out. That put me 

in contact with HARB. At first I didn?t understand why I couldn?t replace some of my drafty, 

non-working windows. The explanation: preserve original features and protect them with storm 

windows. It made sense. If I was trying to resurrect the beauty of my home, preserving, not 

replacing was key. HARB put me in touch with contractors who understood the guidelines for the 

district. I gleaned from some, the knowledge to tackle projects myself. I subscribed to Old House 

Journal, the YouTube of the day. It was a 32 year labor of love before I passed my home to the 

next owner. 

HARB?s guidelines start at the federal level, then state and finally local. Members of HARB are 

asked by the mayor to serve voluntarily. The make-up of the board has to include several 

professional and government categories and only members who live in the city of Bethlehem. 

Training sessions and historic presentations keep the board up to date. I was asked to become a 

member and served for 29 years. HARB is an advisory board only. It gives recommendations to 

City Council for approval or denial of presented projects, based on the guidelines. City Council 

then votes. 

What I learned over many years serving was that HARB tries it?s best to use the guidelines to 

educate, help and inform applicants. Is it perfect? No. As an all volunteer board, it has its 

limitations. One of which is that it is NOT the historic police. Residents and businesses have very 

rarely gone outside of the approved guidelines or ignored them all together. It is unfortunate, 

but only the City has the ability to address these concerns. 

HARB is in it?s 60th year! As I look around I see the value of our homes reflecting new residents 

clamoring to buy in, businesses and restaurants stable enough to weather the long pandemic. I 

know that HARB has only helped all of us who choose to live and work here.

By Holly Sachdev 



This beautiful mansion and its carriage house is within the district and protected by HARB. It 's 
next door "Wedding Cake" mansion is protected, but its carriage house is just outside the 
district. 

 (President 's Message continued from page 3)  to support or oppose proposed development or 
redevelopment within the HIstoric District? Or proposing text amendments to the City?s Zoning Ordinance 
that strengthen protections for the Historic District?  Or by promoting (and writing) additional guidelines 
for development/redevelopment that should be considered by HARB and the City?s Bureau of Planning 
and Zoning when evaluating projects within the Historic District?  This is not entirely new ground.  In 
2004, the BHDA funded a proposal for streetscape improvements for the Historic District and submitted 
it to the City for consideration (more on that in a future message) to protect and improve the historic 
character of our neighborhood and enhance the high quality of life that we enjoy as residents of this very 
special place (thereby protecting property values, too). 

At this juncture, consider this message as a call for feedback on the questions posed above.  Please write 
to me directly via email (president@bhda.org) with your comments.  Thanks for listening. 

Alan Y. Lowcher, President, BHDA



The BHDA has four grant programs. Money is available to reimburse homeowners for street tree 
trimming and removal, street tree stump grinding and street tree replacement, sidewalk repair and 
exterior lighting. While grant requests are still being considered, we are reviewing the language and 
costs  and hope to have an updated application soon. For an application or if you have any 
questions or suggestions, please feel free to contact Patricia Rohrbach at  BHDA1989@gmail.com .   

BHDA GRANT PROGRAMS

At our Annual Meeting on Sunday, June 27, BHDA welcomed Lori Ann Wukitsch, HBMS Vice President and 
Managing Director, who provided an update on the World Heritage Site designation for Historic Moravian 

Bethlehem.  Additionally, Barry Pell spoke about the Gemeinhaus Shutter Restoration program. 

This year, proceeds from the 2021 Holiday House Tour will support Historic Bethlehem Museums and Sites 
Shutter Replacement Program and their efforts at obtaining World Heritage Site designation as well as 
maintain the necessary resources to achieve the BHDA?s grant programs. See the back cover for how you can 
support the tour!

FOLLOW UP FROM BHDA ANNUAL  MEETING 

Opening soon at 601 E. 4th Street, South Bethlehem  

 

51 W Broad St, Bethlehem, PA 18018

610-419-1200





WE FEST AGAIN! 

MUSIKFEST 2021 TO FEATURE DARIUS RUCKER, SAM HUNT AND MORE 

The largest free admission music festival in the nation returns in-person August 6-15, with a 

special preview night on August 5.

ArtsQuest and the city of Bethlehem annually welcome approximately one million people for 
Musikfest, with visitors coming from across the country and around the globe. Established in 1984, 
the festival provides opportunities for hundreds of performers, as well as local and regional small 
businesses, to support their livelihood via performances, food stands, artisan booths and more. 
Musikfest is proud to offer more than 300 free performances. This year?s artists will include Igor and 
the Red Elvises, Jimmy and the Parrots, Philadelphia Funk Authority, The Sofa Kings, Seth Witcher, 
Sunny War, We Banjo 3 and many more. 

For the safety of all artists, community members, guests and vendors, ArtsQuest will continue to 
follow the latest CDC, state and city health department standards. The festival will take place both in 
the Historic Moravian District and SouthSide Arts District of the city of Bethlehem. Although this year 
will be slightly modified, we are thrilled to offer more than a dozen venues. The venues and hours for 
the Historic District are: 

Hours: Friday August 6, 5 - 11 p.m.; August 7 - 15, 12 - 11 p.m. 
Venues: IBEW Local 375 Liederplatz, Provident Bank Main Street, Hotel Bethlehem Platz, Martin 
Guitar Handwerkplatz, Zinzenplatz, T-Mobile Plaza Tropical, Wells Fargo Festplatz,Yuengling 
Lagerplatz and NJM Insurance Familienplatz

Musikfest fans and community members who want to support ArtsQuest can visit 
ArtsQuest.org/Support.Musikfest is a volunteer-driven festival that benefits the Lehigh Valley and 
surrounding communities. Those who wish to volunteer can apply at 
musikfest.org/support/volunteer. ArtsQuest is also hiring for a number of part time seasonal and 
festival positions. Visit ArtsQuest.org to apply. 

The festival is made possible thanks to the support of the city, the Bethlehem Redevelopment 
Authority, Bethlehem Area School District, Northampton County, Lehigh County, the support of the 
corporate community and more than 1,000 volunteers and 2,000 supporting members. ArtsQuest 
would like to extend a special thank you to the residents of the Bethlehem Historic District for their 
hospitality and patience during the festival! 



Musikfest is back!  Scheduled for Friday, August 6th - Sunday, August 15th. We are looking 
forward to welcoming visitors and friends to Historic Bethlehem at this world renowned 
festival. As a convenience to neighbors, reserved parking is available on High street. Please 
return the form below and you will be mailed a parking pass to display on your dash board. 

Parking spots will be numbered.  Form  and Paym ent  due by Fr iday, July 30t h. 

MUSIKFEST PARKING

The new owner of the Unitarian Church located at 424 Center St. has applied to change the 
use of the property to a commercial purpose. The application has been presented to the 
Zoning Officer. A tentative Zoning Board hearing is scheduled for July 28th.

The Unitarian Church is in the middle of the historic residential neighborhood. BHDA 
(through our informed members) will keep you updated as the situation develops.

 

Have you ever attended a Zoning Board hearing, or a City Council meeting? It is always 
helpful to have residents stay involved with the decisions that are being made at City Hall.  
Information regarding meeting times, locations and agendas are available at 
www.bethlehem-pa.gov

ZONING REQUESTS - BE INFORMED AND INVOLVED 







MACHINES OF INTEREST: THE SELECTED WORKS OF STEPHEN MALLON

- Present ed By:National Museum of Industrial History
- Dat es:Until      August 29, 2021
- Address:602      E. Second St., Bethlehem, PA
- Web:www.nmih.org

Critically-acclaimed photographer Stephen Mallon shares a collection of some of his most 
captivating, riveting, and thought-provoking pieces in his new exhibit at NMIH. The exhibit features 
over two dozen original prints from the artist?s collection spanning life on the rails to 
deconstruction in the recycling yard to tracing the elements of human-made machines. Stephen?s 
work will give you a look at industry like never before.

WOMEN WARRIORS ~ RESILIENCE, LEADERSHIP AND ACTIVISM

- Present ed By:Museum of Indian Culture
- Dat es:March      13, 2021 - November 27, 2021
- Address:Museum      of Indian Culture, 2825 Fish Hatchery Road, Allentown, PA
- Web:www.museumofindianculture.org

The Museum of Indian Culture presents their ?Women Warriors? exhibit in honor of the centennial, 
inviting you to specifically remember and reflect on Native American women and the significant 
triumphs they gained for Indian Country, America, and the world? both throughout the course of 
history and in the present day.

LEVITT SUMMER CONCERT SERIES ? FREE LIVE MUSIC!

- Dat es: Weekends through September 19th

- Address: 789 E. First St., Bethlehem
- Web:.www.levittsteelstacks.org for complete schedule and other information

- Sunday, August 1, 6 p.m. Rut hie Fost er

- Saturday, August 21, 7:30 p.m. Dana Fuchs

- Sunday, August 22, 6 p.m. Azt ec Sun

- Saturday, August 28, 7:30 p.m. Mako Sw ing

- Sunday, August 29, 6 p.m. Br ianna Thom as

- Saturday, Sept. 4, 7:30 p.m. Vox Sam bou

- Sunday, Sept. 5, 6 p.m. Roanoke

- Saturday, Sept. 11, 7:30 p.m. Sker ryvore

- Sunday, Sept. 12, 6 p.m. The Graceland 

Exper ience f t . Bak it h i Kum alo

- Sunday, Sept. 19, 6 p.m. Kat  Wr ight

https://www.discoverlehighvalley.com/listing/national-museum-of-industrial-history/2459/
https://www.discoverlehighvalley.com/listing/national-museum-of-industrial-history/2459/
https://www.discoverlehighvalley.com/listing/national-museum-of-industrial-history/2459/
https://www.discoverlehighvalley.com/listing/national-museum-of-industrial-history/2459/
https://www.discoverlehighvalley.com/listing/national-museum-of-industrial-history/2459/
https://www.nmih.org/machines-of-interest/
https://www.discoverlehighvalley.com/listing/museum-of-indian-culture/2877/
https://www.discoverlehighvalley.com/listing/museum-of-indian-culture/2877/
https://www.discoverlehighvalley.com/listing/museum-of-indian-culture/2877/
https://www.discoverlehighvalley.com/listing/museum-of-indian-culture/2877/
http://www.museumofindianculture.org/


Sandra Corpora Fine Art  

REMAX  Gina Kelechava 

Adam Waldron Paint ing 

Corked 

Knobs & Knockers 

Korpics Custom Cabinetry 

Hand Cut  Crystal 

Aust in Auto Service 

Mama Ninas 

Cantelmi Funeral Home

Moravian Academy

Rayan Group

Connell Funeral Home

Musselman Jewelers 

Davison & McCarthy, P.C.

Campbell Real Estate Inv. 

Spillman Farmer 

Akroyd Hardware

Joshua Tree

James Funeral Home 

Healing Hands 

Shafer Construct ion 

Act  One Desales University 

Fox Opt ical 

BDA Architects 

Keller Williams  Diana Hodgson 

Quadratus Construct ion 

Dave and Wayne Auto Center 

Aardvark Sports Shop 

Casa del Mofongo 

Christmas City Veterinary 

State Theater 

Keller Williams  Eileen Budd 

Seasons Olive Oil & Vinegar

The Puppy Palace 

Hyat t  Place

Millers Paint  and Paper

Designer Consigner 

Paisley Sun Gift  Shop   

BUSINESSES SUPPORTING US.

PLEASE SUPPORT THEM.  



HOTEL BETHLEHEM 

Domaci  

Dorey Real Estate                      The Nest Bar & Grill 

Serratelli Financial Group 

Valley National Financial Advisors 

TWISTED OLIVE  BAZZINI NUTS 

OUR 2021 SPONSORS

We  are so  grateful for our many sponsors and advertisers, please remember them as you 
go about your shopping and business. With the house tour just  over four moths away we 
need to increase our volunteers for the day. We will need over 100 volunteers to make this 
event run smoothly and safely. Can you be a docent in one of our tour houses? (Just a three 
hour morning or afternoon shift provides you with a free ticket.) Are you available to run 
errands the week of the event? Able to help with decorating? Send a quick email to 
houset our@bhda.org and let us know how you can help! Half of the proceeds will be given 
to the Historic Bethlehem Museums and Sites for their shutter restoration project, and we 
are on a record fundraising pace! 

Buy  tickets for the Holiday House Tour Now! 

Available online at the BHDA.org website

(This tour ususally sells out)
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