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Everything old is new again! It has been close to 
10 years, but Musikf est will once again have a 
Platz at Payrow Plaza. While it is exciting to have 
such close access to music dur ing the f estival - 
this will increase the impact on our  neighborhood 
with cars and visitors. The BHDA is looking into 
additional parking options f or  residents dur ing 
the f estival, and will be providing more details 
via our  email newsletter  over  the summer . 
PLEASE make sure you are on the email list to get 
that inf ormation. Any questions - reach out to us 
at membership@bhda.org. The 2022 f estival runs 
August 5-14, 2022.

The f estival is spread throughout the city of  
Bethlehem, on the nor th side cover ing the 
Histor ic Moravian Distr ict and on the south side 
at the SteelStacks in the South Side Ar ts Distr ict. 
It's easy to get overwhelmed when looking at all 
that's going on, but you'll f ind f un tucked around 
every corner . We recommend that f irst-timers 
to Musikf est spend some time getting lost as you 
wander  through the f estival grounds. Don't miss 
award-winning f ood vendors, local craf t 
vendors, ar tists at work, and hands-on ar t 
stations that are spread throughout the f estival.

Nor th Side (Histor ic Moravian Distr ict)      
Hours: August 5, 5 ? 11 pm                                   
August 6-14, noon ? 11 pm
SteelStacks in the South Side Ar ts Distr ict: 
Weekdays, 4 ? 11 pm; Fr idays, 4 pm ? 1 am;        
Saturdays, 12 pm ? 1 am; Sundays, 12 pm ? 11 pm
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Levitt Pavilion Steel Stacks is a non-prof it 
community organization that presents f ree 
concer ts and movies each summer . These 

events take place at the Levit Pavilion nestled at 
the base of  the iconic Bethlehem blast f urnaces 

on the Steel Stacks ar ts and culture campus.  
See levittsteelstacks.org f or  line up! 



p r e s id en t 's  me s s a g e
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Well, if  you didn?t know what to do with your  leisure time, this newsletter  is chock f ull of  people to 
meet, places to go and things to exper ience. But, there is more to come this Summer  and Fall. The 
Blueber ry Festival at Burnside Plantation returns on July 16 & 17 with many child-f r iendly activities 
and treats to eat or  take home. More inf ormation can be f ound at: 
https:/ /histor icbethlehem.org/blueber ry-f estival.  Apple Days f ollows (also at Burnside Plantation) 
on September  17 & 18. Check out this site f or  details:https:/ /histor icbethlehem.org/apple-days. A 
little closer  to your  f ront door  (walking distance), Restaurant Week (June 26 ? July 2) of f ers great 
dining exper iences f rom your  f avor ite restaurants with pr ix f ixe menus. Visit 
https:/ /web.lehighvalleychamber .org/events/Histor ic-Downtown-Bethlehem-Summer-Restaurant-Week-2022 
to check out the menus of  par ticipating restaurants. Please suppor t our  histor ic, cultural and local 
business par tners.

The BHDA Sidewalk Sale returns on September  10th with a new of f er ing: a pop up hosted by Histor ic 
Bethlehem Museum and Sites that will preview a new event co-sponsored by the BHDA and HBMS: 
Antique Treasures of  the Histor ic Distr ict. Modeled af ter  the popular  ?Antiques Roadshow,? several 
exper ts will be on hand (the exact date has yet to be determined, but it will be in October ) to 
identif y and expound upon that object d? ar t that you?ve had in your  home f or  years but were not 
really sure what it was. Or  perhaps you want to know if  great Grandma?s story about how it came 
into the f amily was true. Or  maybe you know what it is but are hoping f or  more detailed 
inf ormation. So, get busy and hunt up your  treasures! More details to f ollow in the coming weeks.
Summer  is in f ull swing! Get outside and enjoy it and all of  the wonder f ul things that there are to do 
here in Bethlehem. I?ll see you on the street (literally, on the street) because summer time is the 
continuation of  my shutter  restoration project. There are 20 windows gracing 438 High Street that 
have, or  should have, shutters. I?m not even half  way through the project. It will be a long summer  
indeed.
Alan Lowcher , President

https://web.lehighvalleychamber.org/events/Historic-Downtown-Bethlehem-Summer-Restaurant-Week-2022
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h u mb l e  b e g in n in g s  -  pa r t  t w o
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In Par t One of  our  journey to Wor ld Her itage, I wrote that f or  the past 6 years (2002-2008) we had been 
investigating how to become a Wor ld Her itage site with other  histor ic Moravian Church settlements around 
the wor ld.  

Continuing our  journey to Wor ld Her itage, in 2008, the US Tentative List re-opened af ter  being closed f or  17 
years.  But, it would only remain open f or  three shor t months.  Let me stop here and explain that there is 
nothing tentative about the Tentative List!  It is simply a way f or  each country to identif y which of  their  
respective sites have the outstanding universal value and high degree of  authenticity and integr ity to be 
named to the Wor ld Her itage List.  Since each country is only allowed to nominate one cultural or  natural 
site per  year , countr ies establish Tentative Lists f rom which to choose a site. To be nominated f or  
placement on the Wor ld Her itage List, a site must be on their  country?s Tentative List. 

Now back to Bethlehem and our  goal to get on the US Tentative List.  As I mentioned in my previous ar ticle, 
we had the key requirement to be considered f or  the US Tentative List:  National Histor ic Landmark status 
f or  two buildings ? 1741 Gemeinhaus and 1762 Waterworks.  We prepared the application, pulled together  all 
the necessary documentation and, with f ingers crossed, shipped it of f  to the Of f ice of  International Af f airs 
at the National Park Service in Washington, DC.  Several months later , the response came back. We would 
be listed as ?pending? on the US Tentative List and the list was closed again f or  another  approximately 10 
years. We were down but not out.  The recommendation was cr itically impor tant:  apply to the Landmarks 
Of f ice of  the National Park Service to become a National Histor ic Landmark Distr ict which would encompass 
all the or iginal Moravian structures f rom the 1700s to create an Histor ic Moravian Bethlehem Distr ict.  We 
were assured that having a National Histor ic Landmark Distr ict would present a stronger  case f or  
nomination to the Wor ld Her itage List.  Another  hurdle to surmount on our  journey!   

We immediately star ted prepar ing the documentation needed to create a National Histor ic Landmark 
Distr ict working with the Bethlehem Area Moravians, City of  Bethlehem, Central Moravian Church, Moravian 
Archives, and Moravian University.  To put this recognition in perspective, there are only about 2,500 
National Histor ic Landmarks in the US (we already had two), and of  those Landmarks, only about 200 are 
Landmark Distr icts. 

In conjunction with our  par tners, I wrote the nomination document to demonstrate and justif y why Histor ic 
Moravian Bethlehem should be a National Histor ic Landmark Distr ict and assembled about 25 boxes of  
suppor ting mater ials such as copies of  histor ic maps, plans, drawings, and photographs which were shipped 
to Washington.  Over  the next three years, there were multiple tr ips to DC and visits by NPS histor ians f rom 
DC to Bethlehem to prepare f or  a crucial presentation to the President?s Advisory Council on Landmarks in 
Washington which would make the f inal decision on whether  we would be recognized as a National Histor ic 
Landmark Distr ict. As I stood bef ore the 20-member  Advisory Council made up of  exper ts in var ious f ields 
relating to potential landmarks, I had 10 minutes to give an all-inclusive presentation and they had 50 
minutes to ask questions.  As the Council meeting broke f or  lunch, how exciting it was when several of  the 
members asked to continue the conversation over  lunch. They wanted to learn more about Bethlehem, the 
Moravians, and our  town attr ibutes.  It seemed that we had the real possibility of  making it over  this huge 
hurdle!

In 2012, the US Secretary of  the Inter ior  made the announcement - Histor ic Moravian Bethlehem would be 
designated a National Histor ic Landmark Distr ict!  In 2014, we received the of f icial plaque which is af f ixed to 
the br ick wall in f ront of  Central Moravian Church along Main Street.  Take a walk and review the 
designation.  It?s a badge of  honor  f or  our  city. Today, we are very proud to be recognized as one of  only 
eight Landmark Distr icts in the Commonwealth of  Pennsylvania. 

Another  step closer , but the US Tentative List was still closed and would remain so f or  another  two agonizing 
years.  The journey continues and our  community waits?
 

Char lene Donchez Mowers, President   Histor ic Bethlehem Museum & Sites 
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The award-winning Colonial Garden at Burnside Plantation is bursting with organically grown produce, 
herbs, and flowers now available to all visitors!

We welcome the public to visit the garden on the first Saturday of every month June 4 - October 29 
between 9:30am and 12:00pm for You Point, We Pick!  (July 2nd, August 6th, September 3rd, October 
1st) Visitors can point out anything you'd like to take home, and our volunteers will pick it for you in 

exchange for a donation of your choice. Cash and credit will be accepted. Visit throughout the season 
as all different vegetables, herbs, and flowers will be in bloom!

Please bring your own bags, baskets, or buckets, as we will not provide any materials other than the 
plants.

Please Note: The Colonial Garden at Burnside Plantation is not pick-your-own. We use many of our plantings 
for charity and educational purposes. Availability of all items is not guaranteed, and produce is first-come, 

first-served.

Bu r n s id e  p l a n t a t io n  



Shooting the Breeze?

Legendary songs such as "Our  House," "This 
house is Rockin," and  "The house that Built me" 
may inspire memor ies f rom childhood through 
our  old ages.  For  me, it was evenings sitting on 
the porch steps with my parents and siblings 
singing "The Stars at Night"...are big and 
br ight....deep in the hear t of  Texas.... over  and 
over  AND over  because Mom couldn't recall all 
the words. 

The Ar tisan?  
Homes create memor ies, and the people who 
designed, built and lived in them ages ago are 
still remembered by what was lef t f or  us to love 
and sometimes, really f ind annoying.  Still, we 
walk the sidewalks in ear ly evenings enjoying the 
beauty of  age old rose bushes and the caref ul 
design of  a long gone ar tisan and even a 
decaying porch. 

Looking at the details of  our  homes we can 
imagine the ar tisan through the details in the 
species of  the wood or  just the tiny hint of  long 
lost colors.  He is an endangered species due the 
dismissal of  their  livelihoods as old-f ashioned.  
Maintaining balance with keeping the f eeling of  
the hand in an era of  tech is hard.  But,  we own 
it on our  streets and in our  homes. They are 
ir resistably elegant and designed and executed 
with f ineness. Our  response as owners of  
history, is to keep alive the spir it of  the ar t. 

 So, now the question... is it Histor ic or  Just Old?  

 Histor ic homes and buildings have to meet 
cr iter ia set by the National Register  of  Histor ic 
Places.

 - At least 50 years old

 - Structural integr ity (should look similar  to when 
it was built)

- Histor ic signif icance (was it bult by someone 
f amous or  did G.W. sleep there?)

Homeowners are rarely permitted to build an 
addition or  another  story on an histor ic home.   
Note, if  your  house is an Histor ic Home approved 
by the National Park Service you could possibly 
qualif y f or  credits on rehabilitation costs.  

Bethlehem Histor ic Distr ict Association
bhda.org
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"h a r b " f o r  y o u r  h is t o r ic  h o me
Bethlehem has a Board in place (I am one of  the 
members) to help with questions  f rom replacing a 
roof  to reviewing and accepting new products on the 
market that have been thoroughly researched and 
approved by other  HARB boards across the country.  
We are all aware how hard it is to get products f or  
histor ical  projects. Decisons are not based on taste, 
but on set rules.

 The Board takes violations ser iously. Some say they 
are not aware they must present a project to the 
Board.  We are committed to building community 
suppor t f or  preservation. Our  histor ic distr ict has a lot 
of  new neighbors. We want to reach out to all and give 
a big warm welcome and awareness of  the Bethlehem 
Histor ic and Architectural Review Board (HARB).  

 Applications f or  projects can be obtained through City 
Hall with questions such as: the number  of  stor ies, 
building mater ials, roof  and architectural styles, and 
histor ical background.  HARB's  Histor ical Of f icer  visits 
the site, and reviews the Secretary of   Inter ior 's 
Standard f or  Rehabiliation applicable to the work listed 
on your  application. 

The histor ical of f icer  will review his f indings. You will 
hear  descr iptions such as "the var ious roof s consist of  
natural slate and blue-smoked roof ing tiles, 
renovated with respect f or  the distinctive  or iginal 
architecture and f or  the valuable mater ials that were 
very much wor th  preserving."  

 Ok... so I romanced it a bit with the visual of  the 
blue-smoked tiles... I'll get back to singing on the porch 
soon. Still, don't be surpr ised if  you see other  
members of  the Board looking at your  project  f rom a 
distance.They are educating themselves on the 
sur rounding area and your  proposed project. 

Br inging it all back home...

Back to singing on the porch. Dad remodeled the 
kitchen, and the porch became par t of  the new 
kitchen. The new porch became the hear t of  long talks 
and quiet moments watching a hummingbird beat up 
the squir rel. Mom decided to take that situation into 
her  own hands and greased the pole f rom which she 
hung her  f eeder . "Slow Ride" comes to mind.    

                                                                                     

Submitted by Connie Postupack

Bethlehem Histor ic Architectural Review Board



l ib r a r y  b o o k  s a l e

Bethlehem Histor ic Distr ict Association
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601 E. 4th Street 
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The Bethlehem Public Library will have 
their  summer  book sales on 

Wednesday, July 13th f rom noon - 8pm 
and Saturday, July 16th f rom             

10am - 4pm.         

We Build Bethlehem is City Hall's initiative to include any and all 
of  Bethlehem's constituents and have them par ticipate in the 
decisions we make by collecting ideas, voting, discussion, 
surveys, polls, studies, online mapping, scenar io planning, 
and suppor t f or  advisory councils and committees. Go to 
webuild.bethlehem-pa.gov. Click on Amer ican Rescue Plan 
under  the Projects tab to share your  pr ior ities f or  our  
community! Register ing is easy -  You just need to f ill in your  
f irst name, last name and e-mail address. Need more 
inf ormation? Contact JSantoro@bethlehem-pa.gov or  get in 
touch with CitizenLab f or  more technical questions via 
suppor t@citizenlab.co
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New Bethany Ministr ies  is revitalizing their  
Transitional Housing Program (THP) with 
suppor t f rom individuals, local char ities and 
businesses. The f unding suppor ts the ongoing 
makeover  of  units in THP. Building updates 
include new f loors, paint, and general 
ref urbishing of  the spaces. The program is one 
of  the f ew f acilities in the region that suppor ts 
f amilies, accepting any sex, gender , and 
multi-parent households. Residents receive 
immediate housing assistance with the goal of  
f inding permanent housing.Volunteers and 
donations are still needed to suppor t the 
housing renovations. If  you would like to 
par ticipate, contact Veronne Demesyeux 
atvdemesyeux@newbethanyministr ies.org.

Bethlehem Emergency Shelter ing provides a 
seasonal overnight shelter  (November  - 
Apr il) at The UCC church, 75 E Market Street. 
Bagged lunches are provided on Saturdays 
and Sundays, year  round at this location 
f rom 11:45 - 1pm. This spr ing, BES opened a 
homeless suppor t center  on the South Side 
of  Bethlehem that will allow guests to 
connect with housing, medical and mental 
health providers, employment oppor tunities 
and other  resources. The day center  is 
located at  617 E 4th Street and is open 
Monday - Fr iday 1-5pm.   Volunteers and 
donations are always welcome - see 
bethlehememergencyshelter ing.org f or  
more inf ormation. 

c a n  y o u  h e l p ? 
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Take some time this summer  to declutter  and save all those 
items to sell at the Histor ic Distr ict Sidewalk Sale. The date has 
been set f or  Saturday, September  10th, 2022.  Thanks to Pat 
Corpora and Dayna Plocus f or  their  continued leadership and 
suppor t of  this event.  

s c u l p t u r e  g a r d en  c o n c e r t sSIDEWA L K SA L E -  SEPT EMBER 10 t h

Me d ic a t io n  d is p o s a l
Did you know that you can br ing unused and out of  date medication 
to a disposal box inside the f ront door  of  City Hall? Proper  disposal of  
medication keeps it out of  the wrong hands and is saf er  f or  the 
environment.  Time to declutter  the medicine cabinet as well!   



BUSINESSES SU PPORT ING US. PL EA SE SU PPORT  T HEM . 

AUTOMOTIVE
Dave & Wayne Auto Center
610-867-8841
318 W Union Boulevard

EDUCATION
Char ter  High School f or  the Ar ts
610-868-2971
Char terar ts.org

ENTERTAINMENT
DeSales University Per f orming Ar ts
610-282-3192
Desales.edu/act1

State Theatre Center  f or  the Ar ts
610-252-3132
453 Nor thampton St. Easton

HOME SERVICES
A&G Painting
610-559-7733

Aykroyd Hardware
610-868-0421
743 N. New Street

Brownstone Inter ior  Design
610-868-5377
97 West Broad Street

Joshua Tree
610-365-2200
JoshuaTreeExper ts.com

Miller?s Paint & Wallpaper
610-865-3320
1845 Linden Street

Quadratus Construction Mgt
610-625-2700
Quadratuscm.com

R.J. Doer r  Company, LLC
610-559-0062
Rjdoer r .com

Shaf er  Construction
610-442-6912
Shaf erconstructionllc.com

HOTELS
Hyatt Place Bethlehem
610-625-0500
45 West Nor th Street

FUNERAL SERVICES
James Funeral & Cremation Services 
610-867-4617
Jamesf uneralhome.org

PET SERVICES
Chr istmas City Veter inary
610-419-6300
Chr istmascityvet.com
1003 West Broad Street

The Puppy Palace
Daycare and Spa
610-691-0790
910 14thAvenue

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES
BDA Architects
Bdaarchitects.com

Davison & McCar thy, P.C.
610-435-0450
Davisonmccar thy.com

Fidelity Bank
800-388-4380
Bankatf idelity.com

Fox Optical & Gallery
610-332-2400
28 E. 3rd Street

Alan Lowcher , Esq.
908-581-4737
lowcher law@rcn.com

Mar isa Lucy Design
973-459-1167
Mar isalucydesign.com  

Postnet Services 
610-419-6389
1 E Broad Street 

Spillman Farmer  Architects
Spillmanf armer .com

REALTORS
Diana Hodgson and Amanda Daja
610-417-1174
Redheadagent.com

Eileen Budd, Realtor
908-319-4086 mobile
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SHOPPING AND DINING
Aardvark Spor ts Shop
610-866-8300
Aardvarkspor tsshop.com

Bethlehem Dairy Store
BethlehemDairyStore.com

Bethlehem Food Co-Op
Bethlehemf ood.coop

Casa del Mof ongo

484-893-4808
553 Main Street

Designer  Consigner
17 West Broad Street

Donegal Square
610-866-3244
534 Main Street

Healing Hands, Massage and Wellness 
610-882-4325
518 Main Street

La Petit Provence
610-849-0374
519 Main Street

Lara Bly Design Studio & Boutique
484-935-1025
202 E 3rdStreet

Paisley Sun
thepaisleysun.com
558 Main Street

Peculiar  Wine Bar  & Bites
610-419-1736
520 Main Street

Seasons Olive Oil & Vinegar
610-866-2615
508 Main Street

Social Still
610-625-4585
Socialstill.com
530 E 3rdStreet

The Br ick
610-419-1141
Thebr ickpa.com
1 West Broad Street
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 BHDA  BOA RD OF DIRECT ORS

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

MUSIKFEST PARKING 

Emily Schenkel 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

Michele Schultz 

Editor@bhda.org

PLAQUE RESEARCH 

Alan Y. Lowcher  

SOCIAL EVENTS 

Kr ista Best 

GRANT PROGRAM 

Patti Rohrbach 

BHDA1989@gmail.org

WEBSITE 

Sonja Walker  

WELCOME COMMITTEE

Alane Nebbia  

Welcome@bhda.org

The mission of  the Bethlehem Histor ic Distr ict Association is to 
protect the histor ic character  of  our  neighborhood and high 
quality-of -lif e by:

- suppor ting the preservation and restoration of  or iginal 
architectural f eatures

- of f er ing programs that suppor t saf ety and community 
beautif ication

- hosting events that encourage a greater  community bond 
among neighbors

- promoting cultural and civic engagement f or  residents 
that live within the Distr ict and beyond  (Adopted 1/26/2020) 

The BHDA is a section 501 (c) (3) char itable organization

 Submissions f or  the next  newslet ter  

ar e due Wednesday, October  15th, 

2022.  Do you have inf or mat ion to 

shar e with your  neighbor s? We 

welcome submissions and suggest ions. 

Please email Editor @BHDA.or g  

 BHDA  MISSION STAT EMENT
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The Bethlehem Histor ic 

Distr ict Association 

cur rently holds its 

monthly meeting either  

in person or  over  zoom. 

Meetings are typically 

held on the 4th Tuesday 

of  the month, beginning 

at 6:30pm. Contact  Alan 

Lowcher  at 

president@bhda.org for  

location information.  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
PRESIDENT 

Alan Lowcher   2021-2023     

president@bhda.org 

VICE PRESIDENT 

Dayna Plocus 2021-2023

TREASURER 

Helen Smith  2022-2024 

MEMBERSHIP 

Chr is Or twein  2020-2022 

membership@bhda.org

AT LARGE 

Russ Miserendino   2022-2024

Bronson Plocus  2020-2022

Patti Rohrbach 2020-2022

Holly Sachdev  2022-2024

Michele Schultz  2021-2023 



f e s t - l e h e m! 
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T h e  BACK PAGE

New BHDA Website  

BHDA Social Events

Star t saving items now to sell at 
our  neighborhood sidewalk 

sale on SATURDAY,        
SEPTEMBER 10th!

                                 

Bethlehem Histor ic Distr ict Association
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BHDA Sidewalk Sale 

Go to www.bhda.org and check 
out the new BHDA website! 

Thanks to Chr is Or twein f or  
her  leadership on this ef f or t.     

Make sure you are on our  email 
list to receive the latest news 
about social events. Contact 
membership@bhda.org with 

any questions.      
This is the season f or  Farmer 's Markets. There are  so 
many in the area to explore and enjoy.  Check out 
discover lehighvalley.com f or  a listing of  local markets 
under  the Things to Do tab - Farms & Agr iculture section.     

Additional parking f or  
Musikf est (8/4-8/14) will be 
available through the BHDA 
f or  neighborhood residents. 
Fur ther  inf ormation will be 
sent via our  email 
newsletter  over  the 
summer . Contact 
membership@bhda.org to 
make sure you are 
receiving our  emails. 

The tradition of  the BHDA 
Ladies Social continues the 3rd 
Monday of  each month  f or  
dr inks and  appetizers.  For  
more inf ormation  and to RSVP 
please contact: 
patr icia.lowcher5@gmail.com 

"There is Always Tim e for  a Glass of   Wine"
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